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CHAPTER ONE

THE ISSUE OF THE DISPENSING
OF THE DIVINE TRINITY

Scripture Reading: Eph. 1:3-23

Our burden in this book is to share that the New Testament revelation shows
us a clear picture of how the church as the collection of all the believers is not an
organization, but the Body of Christ, which is an organism. In this chapter we want
to see that the church as the Body of Christ is the issue of the dispensing of the
divine Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

THE FATHER
Choosing Us in Christ

Ephesians 1 shows us that for God's purpose of gaining a Body for Christ, He
chose us in eternity past. The purpose of His choosing us in Christ was that we
would be holy and without blemish (vv. 3-4). To be holy according to the New
Testament is not to be perfect, to be good, or to be right. To be holy is to have the
divine, holy nature of God permeate and saturate our entire being to make our entire
being as holy as God is. To have God's holy nature wrought into us that we may be
holy in nature like God is a matter of dispensing. God has dispensed Himself into
our being so that we can have His holy nature. This holy nature has become ours to
saturate our entire being.

Predestinating Us unto Sonship

Within the matter of God's choosing, He has also predestinated us unto sonship
through Christ to Himself (vv. 5-6). "Unto sonship" simply means to be born of God
as God's sons to have God's life. In God's choosing and predestinating, we can see
how God intended to have His nature wrought into us that we may be holy and
to have His life born into us that we may become His sons. God's choosing and
predestinating indicate one thing—God's desire is to dispense Himself into our
being that we may have His nature and life. Eventually, as His sons, we will fully
express Him in His eternal holiness. This is the issue of God the Father's dispensing
of the divine element into our being.

God’s Masterpiece - Page 2



_?-
o A B ot B AR A1)

AT —F XL KMAER, EXFEFRERMNZE, T
BRI BN AABOREE, HAICE R E P B
ok, ABEABERMNG L, LA X 4E ¢ Bk,
FHAMGEEL, HLE2RER-THGHERMNE®, &M
aEG, TATHIMGEG, B, ZLAFOKEE, M
ZrERMNGOREER, LCOZER G TEMNZGLEGHTE
HEMNEF, HMEMIARTHEE. KNBERERE., #FEL
FYRT . RMBARTHA, (B=1, ) 2L BA G
BB EET&RMN— ek m, R85 = k3 6 i A
ek 89 B AR, RAFBART, KAV R A EHAE K 89 449
ZTF. faRMELFEGRE, &MNEFTES; EHOKREE,
FMA R E R A B RO AD, BWRANEMNET H AL
ABEE—F—ATLEZTF, URFEMKTHEZE, (—7T~
10, ) #APA —ANKZEE%, FHMeE T ANRELTE
B—F—ATLEZLTF. RAXRMBLERE, FEE. 4w
HEREGAE, RE—F—NMLEITHEFT AL MoK
AT )TGRRNER, ABARWAEELFE, C
Z¥i A Ty B EMNEd, &R0 F AT Z0 4G,

1% AV AR A AV G A b

& RO KA 6 AR, AMALAE KAV AP Kk, AP
FTo (M ~12, ) BMELFHZHAGEZ H5/E—,
P AAPEGHE AL AE AR A BAE AR £, XA = —F
15 & 4%

=
X

F HATER AR AP 89 F b
VAR BT — 3 4k 42 20k A, 2 R FRATVEP AP 9 A Ak

BrFL, (13~14, ) XRR=Z—MH TR, XAP LK
WG EFHET, (H+W10, B9, ) FirEH R,

(4 +wW16~20, aTt+H 45T, HWE=17, ) A& &
RZ AR R AR, BEB|RA, AT R TR 6 — 1 50 2

3082 #HHIRIF -5 3 T

THE SON
Redeeming Us through His Blood

Ephesians 1 also shows us that following the Father's choosing and
predestinating us, the Son, Christ, came to redeem us. In Christ's redemption there
is not only His redeeming us out of our sin. Christ's death for our redemption also
released the divine life out from Him, and in His resurrection He has imparted
Himself into us as our very life, which is the life of God. Thus, in Christ's redemption
He has taken away our sin and sins and has also imparted Himself into our very
being as the divine life for us to live a life of the sons of God. We were "sick" in sin,
in sins, and in death. We were dead persons (Eph. 2:1), but Christ in His redemption
has healed us of all sicknesses that we might be brought back to Him and to His
headship. Before we were saved, we were not under the proper headship. But
through Christ's redemption we were healed, and in His salvation we were brought
back to Christ's headship for the purpose of God heading up all things in Christ
for the accomplishment of His eternal economy (Eph. 1:7-10). God has an eternal
economy to have all the things created by Him headed up in Christ. This heading up
could only be accomplished if we as the church were redeemed, healed, and brought
back to Christ. His redemption also implies the dispensing of Himself into our being.
In His death and resurrection, Christ has imparted Himself into our being that we
may have His divine life.

Making Us an Inheritance of God

When He redeemed us, He also made us an inheritance of God for God's
enjoyment (vv. 11-12). We are one with Christ in His divine life to be God's
inheritance so that God can enjoy us as His enjoyment. This is the result of the
dispensing of the Triune God.

THE SPIRIT
Sealing Us as God's Inheritance

Ephesians 1 goes on to tell us that the Holy Spirit sealed us as God's inheritance for
His enjoyment (v. 13). The Holy Spirit is the consummation of the Triune God. God the
Father is embodied in God the Son (John 14:10; Col. 2:9), and God the Son is realized
as God the Spirit (John 14:16-20; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17). The Spirit of God is the
consummation of the Triune God reaching us to dispense all that God is and has into
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our being. To be sealed with the Holy Spirit means to be marked with the Holy Spirit as
a living seal. When a piece of paper is sealed with ink, the seal, the ink, and the paper all
become one. The ink in the form of the seal will be absorbed by the paper, and they will
be mingled and blended together as one entity. The paper is now a sealed paper, a paper
with a seal. Before we received the Lord, we were blank sheets of paper. After Christ's
redemption, we were cleansed and the consummated Spirit of God came to seal us with
the very element and essence of the Triune God as the ink. Now in this universe there is
a group of people who have been sealed by the consummated Spirit of the Triune God.
We sealed ones are one entity with the entire Triune God. This is the dispensing of the
divine Trinity in all the divine elements into God's chosen people redeemed by Christ.

Being a Pledge to Us of God as Our Inheritance

The sealing Spirit is also a pledge to us of God as our inheritance for our
enjoyment (Eph. 1:14). God has not only gained us, acquired us, as an inheritance,
but He has also given Himself to us as our possession, as our inheritance, for our
enjoyment. On the one hand, we are God's acquired possession, God's inheritance,
for His enjoyment. On the other hand, God is a possession to us as our inheritance
for our enjoyment. Again, this shows us that we redeemed ones and the Triune God,
the redeeming One, become one entity through His divine dispensing of His divine
essence and element into our very being.

THE ISSUE OF THE DISPENSING OF THE DIVINE TRINITY

The issue that flows out of the dispensing of the divine Trinity is the church as the Body
of Christ (Eph. 1:17-23). The unique God is triune—God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Spirit. The divine Person, the Triune God, has dispensed Himself as the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit into all God's chosen and redeemed people, making them an issue out of
His very essence, His very element. The issue of the dispensing of the divine Trinity is the
church as the Body of Christ. The dispensing Triune God becomes the Head, and the issue
that comes out of His dispensing becomes the Body. This is a great, universal Man. The Head
of this Man is the Triune God, the dispensing One, and the Body of this Man is His issue, the
issue of the dispensing God. The church is the Body of the dispensing Triune God.

Called into a Hope without Limitation

We, the chosen ones of God the Father, have been called into a hope without
limitation—the Triune God as the unlimited hope to us (v. 18b). The unbelievers do
not have any hope, but we, God's chosen ones, have an unlimited hope. This hope
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is the unlimited God Himself. We are hoping for what God has promised to give us,
which is He Himself. His unlimited self has been given to us as the unlimited hope,
into which we, God's chosen ones, have been called. We are living in America, and
we may say that we have been called into America to explore the riches of America
for our enjoyment. Likewise, we have been called by the Triune God into the Triune
God. We have to declare that we are now in the Triune God, but the Triune God
is unsearchably rich. We have only enjoyed Him to a small extent. There is a vast
territory of His riches to be possessed. We have not exhausted Him. We have been
called into the vast territory of the Triune God. We are in the Triune God as our hope
and we are exploring Him as our hope.

Having Been Made His Inheritance

We, the predestinated ones of God the Father, have been made His inheritance
with the glory of His riches—the very Triune God expressed in the riches of all
that He is (v. 18c). God has given Himself to us as an inheritance in hope. He has
also made us His inheritance with the glory of His riches. The hope into which
we have been called is God Himself, and the glory into which we will enter is also
God Himself. God is both our hope and our glory. This glory is the very Triune God
expressed in the riches of all that He is. God is life, light, love, and many other items.
Each item is one of His riches. All of these riches will bear different degrees of glory
to express God in different degrees. Ephesians 1 presents a picture of where we are
and where we shall go. We are in God as our hope, and we shall go to Him as our
glory (1 Pet. 5:10).

Having Been Healed and Brought Back to the Headship of Christ

We, the redeemed ones of Christ the Son, have been healed and brought back
to the headship of Christ that all things might be headed up in Christ for God's
economy and made an inheritance of God for His enjoyment (Eph. 1:7-12). The
purpose of the universe is to have all things headed up in one unique Head, and this
one unique Head is our Redeemer, the very Christ, the second in the divine Trinity.
At the present time, the entire universe is in a heap of collapse, but the day will
come at the fullness of the times when all things will be headed up in one wonderful
Person. In order for this to be carried out, there is the need for a group of people in
God's creation to be firstly gained by this Head. The way for this Head to gain this
group of persons is through His death and resurrection. Through His death our sins
are taken away, and through His resurrection His life is imparted into us. We are now
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taking the lead among the created things to be headed up in this one Head. We have
received Him, and He has wrought Himself into us to make us one with Him, making
us a group of headed up people. The headed up Body of Christ is a living organism
with absolutely nothing related to organization. In bringing us back to the headship
of Christ, God made us His inheritance for His enjoyment.

Having Been Transfused with the Great Power of God

At the end of Ephesians 1 is God's great power, which is the power of resurrection
(vv. 19-20), and this resurrection power is the processed Triune God. We, the
members of Christ, have been transfused with the great power of God, which raised
Christ from among the dead, seated Him in the heavenlies, subjected all things under
Him, and gave Him to be the Head over all things (vv. 20-22). This great resurrection
power has accomplished so much with Christ and in Christ. God's great power that
operated in Christ gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, making it the
Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all (vv. 22b-23). Whatever this
great power has accomplished with Christ and in Christ is to the church. "To the
church" implies a kind of transfusion or transmission. Christ as the great power of
resurrection is transmitted into our being, making us the Body of Christ.

Many Christians have heard something about the church, but not many know the
real significance of the church as the Body of Christ. The word for church in Greek is
ekklesia, which means the called-out assembly. The church is a congregation of God's
called ones. But this is not the ultimate revelation concerning the church. Ultimately,
the church is the Body of Christ. The church is the Body of a wonderful Person.
Because this Person is wonderful, His Body is wonderful. The Body matches the
Head. Christ as a wonderful, all-inclusive, Triune Person needs a wonderful Body, the
church. The church is the Body. It is not an organization, but an organism. This Body
of Christ is the fullness, the expression, of the One who fills all in all. Christ needs an
expression, and this expression is His Body. If a person does not have a body, he does
not have an expression; he is not complete, or full. His body is his fullness, the very
expression of his being. God desires to have a church as the very Body of Christ to
match Him as the universal Head for His full expression.

Being under the Continuous Sealing of the Spirit
and with the Pledge of the Spirit
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The church as the Body of Christ is under the continuous sealing of the
consummated, compound, all-inclusive, and life-giving Spirit of the processed Triune
God (v. 13). An unceasing sealing is going on in us. It is like the circulation of our
blood because it is continuous. Such a Spirit as the seal is sealing us all the time
with all the ingredients, elements, and essence of the processed Triune God. The all-
inclusive Triune God has a consummation, and this consummation is the compound,
all-inclusive, and life-giving Spirit.

On the one hand, we are under the sealing of such a Spirit. On the other hand, we
are with this Spirit as the pledge of the all-inclusive, processed Triune God for our
foretaste during the church age and our full taste in the coming age for eternity (v.
14). We have not only a sealing but also a pledging going on within us. The Spirit has
been given to us as a pledge, as a guarantee that God is ours. He is our inheritance
for us to enjoy both in the church age and in the coming age for eternity. The
processed, all-inclusive Triune God has given Himself to us as such an inheritance
for our enjoyment.

MEMBERS OF AN ORGANISM, THE BODY OF CHRIST

We have to see that the church as the Body of Christ is an organism. [ have the
burden to point this out because when many Christians talk about the church, they
have the understanding that it is an organization. We have to reject this concept. We
are not a part of an organization. We are members of an organism, the Body of Christ.

If we go to visit another local church, do we consider ourselves as being one
with the saints in that locality? We may unconsciously feel that we belong to the
organization in our locality and that now we are guests in the church which we are
visiting. Humanly speaking, the saints we are visiting are the hosts and we are their
guests. But spiritually speaking, as Christians, believers in Christ, we are members of
the one Body of Christ. If we go to visit the saints in London, are we merely a group
of Americans in London? Humanly speaking, we are Americans in London. But in the
Body of Christ there are no human members; there are only divine members. In the
Body of Christ as a divine organism, we all are members in life. When we go to visit
any local church, we should not consider that we are foreigners.

Today we practice the administration of the local churches according to the Bible.
A local church is comprised of the saints with the elders, deacons, and deaconesses
(Phil. 1:1; Rom. 16:1). Do you consider yourself as a saint, an elder, a deacon, or a
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deaconess in the local church where you are? My point in asking this question is
this—in the local churches, we should not consider ourselves in an organizational
way, considering ourselves as a part of an organization. We should only consider
ourselves in an organic way. Wherever we are and whatever we do, we should
consider ourselves as living members of the organic Body of Christ. When we gather
together in the Lord, we all should function as living members. Wherever we go, we
are the living members of the Body of Christ. When I go to Anaheim, [ go there as
a member of the Body of Christ. When I go to Taipei, I go there as a member of the
Body of Christ. I never consider myself as someone who belongs to an organization.
As the members of the organic Body of Christ, we should live in an organic way.
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CHAPTER TWO
A MASTERPIECE AS THE NEW MAN

Scripture Reading: Eph. 2:4-22

THE CHURCH BEING AN ORGANISM,
NOT AN ORGANIZATION

In chapter one we saw from Ephesians 1 that the church is the issue of the
dispensing of the divine Trinity. I stress this matter because not many of the
Christians throughout the generations have entered into this realization. We may
think that the church is just a collection, or a gathering, of all the believers as a kind
of collective entity which can be considered as an organization. This is absolutely
wrong. The concept of the church being an organization has led the Christians
throughout the centuries into confusion, misunderstanding, and a deceived
condition. Our burden today is to point out, according to the pure, divine revelation
in the New Testament and especially in the book of Ephesians, that the issue of the
dispensing of the divine Trinity is the church as an organism, the Body of Christ.

[ hope that you would study our fellowship in chapter one in light of the first chapter
of Ephesians. That fellowship can be a great help and an opener to your understanding
of that portion of the Word. The main thing that Ephesians 1 shows us is the issue of the
dispensing of the divine Trinity. Although the word issue is not in Ephesians 1, the fact
and the reality of the issue is there. The divine Trinity issues out through His dispensing.
In everything that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit accomplished are the dispensing of
the Father, the dispensing of the Son, and the dispensing of the Spirit. These dispensings
issue in one thing—an organism, the church, which is the Body of Christ.

A wooden stand is organized with pieces of wood, but a living person with a body
is something organic. A robot is an organization of lifeless material, but a living person
is an organism. The church should be an organism not an organization. The teaching
of Ignatius in the second century gave the ground for organization to come into the
church. Ignatius taught that an overseer, a bishop, is higher than an elder. But in Acts
20, Luke made it clear that the overseers and the elders are the same persons. Paul sent
for the elders to come to him, and then he told them that the Holy Spirit had appointed
them to be the overseers (vv. 17, 28). The elders are the overseers (see note 283 in
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Acts 20 and note 21 in 1 Timothy 3—Recovery Version). Due to the erroneous teaching
of Ignatius, hierarchy came into the church. The episcopal system of ecclesiastical
government comes from Ignatius's mistaken teaching as well as the entire hierarchical
system of the Roman Catholic Church with the bishops, archbishops, cardinals, and
the pope. The principle of hierarchy and organization is also among the Protestant
denominations and the free groups. Today's Christianity is under the influence of this
concept of hierarchy and has been corrupted by it. The teaching, practice, and concept
of hierarchy has led many Christians away from the church as an organism to an
organization. We were warned when we studied the history of the church in this matter,
and Brother Nee helped us to realize that we had to be careful about the matter of
organization. The Lord enlightened us to see that such an organizational system annuls
the organic Body of Christ. In the Body of Christ, there is no organization. But the fallen
and deformed Christianity is full of organization. It is a religious, organizational system.

Every aspect of the church must be organic because the church is the issue of
the living Trinity. The Bible tells us that the embodiment of God, Christ, is life. Christ
told us in the Gospel of John that He is the life (John 14:6). Christ is not something
organizational. As the embodiment of the Triune God, He is the totality of the divine,
eternal life. The totality of life, the living Triune God, issues in one thing—the Body
of Christ. Since the Triune God is the totality of life, the Body of Christ is altogether
a matter of life. We should put anything that is not of life under our feet. We do not
like hierarchy because it is altogether a matter of organization and has nothing to do
with the organic Body of Christ.

The Body of Christ is an issue of the divine Trinity in the same way that
Eve was an issue of Adam. God created Adam from the dust of the ground, but
He built a woman with a rib out of Adam's side (Gen. 2:22). Adam dispensed
himself in the sense that a rib, a part of his being, came out of him. That part of
his being became a woman, Eve. What was Eve? Eve was an issue of Adam. Eve
was identical to Adam in life, in nature, and in appearance. This is why Adam
and Eve could be one flesh, one couple. In like manner, the church is the issue of
the dispensing of the divine Trinity. We have to see the church to such an extent.
When we have such a vision, this vision will govern us, protect us, regulate us,
and keep us from being misled into a kind of teaching concerning organization.
Any thought concerning organization should not be brought into the church life.
Any teaching concerning the church in the sense of organization is absolutely
wrong, and we must abandon it. It is deceiving, misleading, and of the evil one.
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The thought of organization related to the church cannot be seen in the entire
book of Ephesians, a book on the church. Ephesians reveals that the church is an
organism, the Body of Christ.

We studied the history of the Brethren, who practiced the church life under the
leadership of John Nelson Darby in the early part of the nineteenth century. Soon
after they were raised up by the Lord, they fell into the snare of organization and
were divided. Some of them, the so-called Open Brethren, taught that each of the
churches was autonomous. The so-called Closed Brethren were accused of trying to
form all the churches into a federation. Both autonomy and federation are outside of
the biblical revelation according to the teaching of the apostles.

Because the United States is an organized government, we can see the matters
of autonomy and federation to a certain extent. The fifty states are autonomous to a
certain degree but the federal government forms them into a federation. Thus, we can
see autonomy to a certain degree in the states and federation in the country as a whole.
The individual states, though, are not absolutely independent from one another or from
the federal government. Each state does not have its own currency. There is only one
currency in the United States. We citizens of the United States pay more tax to the federal
government than to the state government. If a case in a court of law cannot be decided by
the state court, it eventually goes to the Supreme Court, a federal court. The defense of
our nation, for the most part, is a federal matter. Diplomatic relations with other countries
are also a federal matter. There are highways that span the continental United States from
state to state. What if Oregon had the attitude that only its residents could travel on its
highways? The above examples show us that even the states of the United States are not
absolutely independent from one another or from the federal government.

In God's economy and in the Body of Christ, independence is a devilish word.
We Christians should never be independent. We should not be independent of God
or of one another. We cannot go on in the Christian life if we isolate ourselves from
one another. Furthermore, no local church can be absolutely independent from the
other local churches. The local churches should be dependent on one another. The
church in Seattle should be dependent on the church in Spokane, and the churches
in the United States should be dependent on the churches in England. We must be
careful concerning the creeping in of different teachings related to matters such as
autonomy and federation.
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Could any member of a person's physical body be autonomous in relation to the
other members? If one member is in pain, the entire body suffers. Likewise, each
member of the Body of Christ is dependent on the other members. Concerning the
Body of Christ, Paul tells us, "If one member suffers, all the members suffer with
it; if a member is glorified, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are the body
of Christ, and members in particular” (1 Cor. 12:26-27). The church is the Body
of Christ, and as the Body of Christ, no part of the church can be autonomous. My
burden for us to see and enter into the reality of the church as the Body of Christ
is very heavy because concepts and teachings related to organization, such as the
teaching of autonomy, have corrupted, misled, and deceived the Christians and have
created many divisions. We are not in any kind of organization. We are in the issue
of the Triune God, which is the unique, universal organism, the Body of Christ. We all
must declare: "We are in an organism, not in an organization!" Ephesians 1 shows us
that the church is the issue of the Triune God.

THE CHURCH BEING A MASTERPIECE AS THE NEW MAN
What We Were and Where We Were before Our Salvation

Ephesians 2 goes on to show us that the church is a masterpiece as the new
man. This chapter begins with the word "and." This indicates that Paul's thought in
chapter one has not been completed. He has something further to say. In chapter
one Paul shows us that we became the Body of Christ by God's dispensing into us.
In chapter two Paul tells us what we were and where we were before our salvation.
Verse 1 of chapter two tells us that we were dead persons; we were dead in our
offenses and sins. Because we are descendants of Adam, we were born into a kind
of life that walks "according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the
authority of the air, of the spirit who now is operating in the sons of disobedience"
(Eph. 2:2). "The age of this world," according to which we walked, refers to the
modern appearance, the present course of the world, the satanic system. "The ruler”
in verse 2 refers to Satan, the prince of the aerial authority. "The spirit" in verse 2
is in apposition with "the authority of the air" and refers to the aggregate power, a
personal aggregate of all the evil angelic authorities, over which Satan is the ruler. In
the past we walked according to Satan, the ruler of the evil spiritual power, and this
evil spiritual power operated in us. Actually, this evil power is the evil one himself,
Satan, the enemy of God. According to verse 3, we also behaved ourselves "in the
lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the thoughts." Thus, as dead
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persons, we were in three things in our past: we were walking according to the age
of this world, we were walking according to the ruler of the authority of the air, and
we were behaving in the lusts of our flesh.

Made Alive, Raised Up, and Seated Together
in the Heavenlies in Christ

Because we were in such a pitiful condition, we needed God's salvation. The
salvation in Ephesians 2 does not stress the forgiveness of sins. Because we were dead
persons, the stress in this chapter is on making us alive. A dead person needs life.
We needed to be quickened, enlivened. The salvation brought to us made us dead
persons living. We were made alive, raised up, and seated together in the heavenlies
in Christ (vv. 4-10).

To be enlivened is one thing. To be raised up from among the dead is another
step. When Lazarus was buried in the tomb, the Lord Jesus said, "Lazarus, come
forth!" (John 11:43). Lazarus was made alive. This was the first step. Secondly,
Lazarus was raised from among the dead. After we were raised up, we were seated
together in the heavenlies in Christ. Now we are no longer dead persons, but we
are living persons seated in the heavenlies. We are living and heavenly. This is the
result of the divine dispensing. It was in Christ that God seated us together, once for
all, in the heavenlies. The phrase "in Christ" indicates that the Triune God, through
the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, has been dispensed into our being.
Without Christ we were dead. But the Triune God in Christ came into us and put
us into Him. This was the dispensing of the divine Trinity into fallen man. The
dispensing of the divine Trinity saved us, quickened us, raised us up, and seated us
in the heavenlies, making us all living persons in the heavenlies. This took place in
Christ's resurrection and ascension (1 Pet. 1:3; Eph. 4:8).

Such a dispensing work made us the masterpiece of God. Ephesians 2:10 tells
us that we are His "workmanship." The Greek word for "workmanship" is poiema,
which can also be translated into "poem" or "masterpiece.” A poem shows the
wisdom and design of the composer. We, the church, the masterpiece of God's work,
are also a poem, expressing God's infinite wisdom and divine design. We may not
think that we are so wonderful, but we have to see the divine fact that Christ is in us
and that we are in Christ. In Christ we have been made alive, raised up from among
the dead, and seated in the heavenlies. Now we are God's masterpiece because God
has dispensed His very Being into our being. There is Someone within us more
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precious and wonderful than anything in the universe. We have God in us. This
makes us wonderful, and this makes us God's masterpiece.

Created in Christ into One New Man
through His Death to Be God's Household and Kingdom,
Growing and Built into a Temple as God's Dwelling Place

In the second part of Ephesians 2, Paul covers another aspect of the church.
He tells us that in the past we were "apart from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of the promise, having no
hope and without God in the world" (v. 12). As those who were apart and away from
all these positive things, we were in a miserable condition. In verse 13 Paul continues
with two big words—"but now": "But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have become near in the blood of Christ." We were pitiful persons, "but now!" Now
through God's redemption in Christ, we have been brought near to Christ, to Israel,
and to God's promise. This equals being near to God and all His blessings. We have
been put into Christ, we have become citizens of a divine commonwealth, we have a
part in the covenants of the promise, and we all have hope. What a wonderful hope
we have been called into! We have God in Christ as our hope.

In the past we were in a terrible realm, but now we are in a divine realm. How
did we experience such a great transfer into the divine realm? We were transferred
by being re-created. To be regenerated is to be re-created. We were born into an old
realm of sin and death, but the Triune God came to do something for us. He came in
His incarnation to die in the flesh. In that death He terminated us, and through that
death He released His divine life. Then in resurrection He imparted that divine life
into us as the very essence with which He created a new man. When God created the
heavens and the earth with thousands of items including man, He never used His
essence, His very Being, as the material to create any item. But in this new man, God
used Himself as the creating essence.

Ephesians 2:15 says that through His death on the cross, Christ created us into
a new man. In the old man, we were divided. There was a middle wall of partition
between the Jews and the Gentiles (v. 14). But Christ abolished the law of the
commandments in ordinances, breaking down the middle wall of partition, and
created these two peoples into one new man with a new essence, a new element.
This new element is the very divine Trinity dispensed into us. As the Body of Christ,
the church needs Christ as its life; as the new man, the church needs Christ not only
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as its life but also as its person. The Body is for the expression of the Head, and the
new man is for the accomplishment of God's eternal purpose. Both the Body and the
new man are organic. They have nothing to do with organization.

We individual believers have been created into one new man. We must be
impressed with such a vision so that we could never be independent. We cannot be
independent because we all are part of this great, universal new man. God does not
want millions of individual Christians. What God wants is a corporate man. All the
local churches on this earth are not only the Body of Christ for His expression but
also the one new man on this earth to carry out God's will. The local churches cannot
be independent from one another. If they were independent from one another, the
one new man would be cut into pieces and death would be the result. We must see
the awful result of the wrong teaching that the local churches are autonomous.

In all the local churches, there are some local affairs. But many times the
churches need to fellowship with one another to help each other in their affairs.
The church in one locality may be wealthy, whereas the church in another locality
may be poor. The poor local church may not be able to afford to pay for certain
things. The wealthy local church may have the attitude that all the local churches
are autonomous in their business affairs and that the poorer local church should
endeavor to do something without depending on them. This understanding and
attitude are not right. A certain financial matter may be a local administration affair,
but even in such a matter, the churches should depend on one another. Sometimes
a certain church should communicate, fellowship, with another church even in the
matter of material needs. Sometimes the churches in Taiwan should have fellowship
with the churches in France in the financial help. Even in material things, we cannot
say that the churches are independently autonomous.

The churches should not be absolutely independent of one another. All the
believers should depend on one another, and all the local churches should depend
on one another. Especially in spiritual things, we should depend on one another.
The church in a certain city may need help from the other churches in life and in
its building up. The local churches should be in a situation of mutual dependence.
The concept of autonomy is awful because it makes the churches separate from one
another. We should not forget that all the believers in this entire universe are one
man. This one man includes the believers at Paul's time, the believers at our time, and
the believers who will be born in the future. This one new man includes all the local
churches. The one new man is doing God's will, carrying out God's eternal purpose.
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We have been created in Christ into one new man through His death to be God's
household and kingdom, growing and being built into a temple as God's dwelling
place (vv. 11-22). This masterpiece as the new man is a collective entity, a household,
a family. It is also a kingdom, a commonwealth. We are no longer strangers and
sojourners but God's household, participating in the divine life and enjoying the
divine riches. We are also God's kingdom, sharing the kingdom right and bearing the
kingdom responsibility (v. 19). Furthermore, this new man as the household of God
and the kingdom of God is growing into a temple as God's dwelling place (vv. 20-22).
To grow into a temple is to be built together into the dwelling place of God.

If the local churches were independently autonomous, our enjoyment of the one
new man as God's household, God's kingdom, and God's dwelling place would be
annulled. We have to grow and be built up together into a temple as God's dwelling
place for His purpose. All the saints and all the local churches need to grow together
and be built up with one another. Then we can be one temple, one dwelling place, in
the one kingdom and for the one family. Thus, the Father will accomplish His heart's
desire. We need the proper apprehension of what the church is. The church is the
Body of Christ and the new man to accomplish God's eternal purpose by being God's
family, God's kingdom, and God's dwelling place.
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CHAPTER THREE

SUPPLIED WITH THE RICHES OF CHRIST
UNTO ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD

Scripture Reading: Eph. 3:2-21

Ephesians 1 discloses to us God's good pleasure in His heart's desire. God desires to
have a Body prepared for Christ to be the full expression of the Triune God. He carries
this out by dispensing His divine Trinity into His chosen people. Ephesians 2 shows
us that God remade, re-created, regenerated, us by Christ passing through death and
resurrection and entering into ascension. We were dead persons, but in His death,
resurrection, and ascension we have been remade, re-created. Through this re-creation,
we have been transferred out of our old realm and into a new one. We have been made
a new man in God's new creation. This new man is God's family and God's kingdom,
growing into God's temple and built up into a dwelling place for God in our spirit.

GOD'S DISPENSATION

In Ephesians 3 Paul unveils God's heart's desire from another angle. Ephesians
3 shows us that God, according to His heart's desire, made a plan, and this plan is
His economy. God's plan, or economy, is also His arrangement, His dispensation.
This dispensation was hidden in God, who created all things, as a mystery until the
New Testament age. This hidden plan, this mystery, was revealed to the apostles and
prophets in spirit (v. 5). They received a revelation of this mystery, and they spoke
concerning it. The Apostle Paul saw God's plan. He came to know this mystery, which
is called the mystery of Christ because it is altogether concerning Christ (v. 4). The
New Testament is a record of the New Testament ministry that has released what
was hidden in God's heart to unveil the mystery of Christ. When we read the book of
Ephesians, however, we may pick up outward matters such as husbands loving their
wives and wives submitting to their husbands. We do not focus on "the dispensation
of the mystery, which from the ages has been hidden in God" (v. 9). Our fellowship in
this chapter may be considered as a master key to open the doors in Ephesians 3.
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THE STEWARDSHIP OF GOD'S GRACE
TO DISPENSE THE RICHES OF CHRIST

God desires to dispense His divine Trinity into His chosen people. He wants to
distribute the untraceable or unsearchable riches of Christ into us (v. 8). We can
enjoy the riches of Christ by eating Him. The first time I released a message on
eating Jesus was in Taipei in 1958. A brother who was a professor came to me after
the meeting and told me that the expression eating Jesus was too wild and rough.
[ pointed this brother to the Lord's word in John 6:57—"He who eats Me shall also
live because of Me." I told him that since the Lord Jesus said that we should eat
Him, we must say the same thing. To eat the Lord Jesus is to receive Him into us to
be assimilated by the regenerated new man in the way of life. Then we live by Him
whom we receive. As our spiritual food, He is unsearchably rich.

Ephesians 3 is a chapter on the distribution of the riches of Christ. God has a plan
to distribute the unsearchable and untraceable riches of Christ. The riches of Christ
are firstly what Christ is to us. Christ is the life, the light, the way, and the truth (John
8:12; 14:6). Christ is righteousness, sanctification, and redemption to us (1 Cor. 1:30).
Christ is typified by many items in the Old Testament. He is the Son of David and the
Son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1). The riches of what Christ is, what He has accomplished,
what He is doing now, what He shall do, what He has attained, and what He has
obtained are unsearchable. The riches of Christ are exhaustless.

Colossians 2:9 says that Christ is the embodiment of all the fullness of the Godhead.
"Fullness" refers to the expression of the riches of God. What dwells in Christ is not only
the riches of the Godhead, but also the expression of the riches of what God is. When
a cup is filled with water to the extent that it overflows with water, the overflow of the
water is the fullness of the water. What comes out of the cup is the fullness of its contents.
Ephesians 3 reveals that we are supplied with the riches of Christ unto all the fullness
of God. The riches of Christ are for the fullness of God and the riches of Christ will result
in the fullness of God. God's plan as a mystery hidden in Christ was to distribute all His
riches stored in Christ as His very embodiment into His chosen and redeemed people in
order to make the church the very fullness of God, the expression of God.

To carry out His plan, God needs an arrangement, a dispensation, and He also
needs some stewards. If we want to prepare a great feast for many people, we need
to have a plan to serve them with many rich dishes. We also need some stewards, or
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waiters, to dispense this rich food. The serving of the waiters is a kind of distribution.
If they did not serve the food, the people would have nothing to eat. In Ephesians
3 is God's dispensation, which is His hidden plan (v. 9). This chapter also tells us
of the "stewardship of the grace of God" which was given to Paul (v. 2). The Greek
word oikonomia may be translated into economy, dispensation, or stewardship.
With God it is an economy, or a dispensation. But with Paul it was a stewardship. His
ministry was a stewardship. In Paul's time, great families with many riches hired
stewards to dispense, to distribute, those riches. God made a plan as a dispensation
within Himself. This plan was hidden in God until the New Testament age. God
raised up apostles whom He commissioned to carry out His distributing plan, and
this commission is the stewardship. The apostles' stewardship is to distribute to
His chosen people what Christ is, what Christ has done, what Christ is doing, what
Christ will do, and what Christ has attained and obtained. This stewardship is the
stewardship of grace to dispense, to distribute, the riches of Christ (vv. 2, 7-9). The
distribution of the riches of Christ results in the church.

The apostles' commission is to distribute the unsearchable riches of Christ to
God's chosen people. Gospel preaching is a kind of distribution. Paul tells us that he
received God's grace to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel (v. 8).
Our preaching the gospel is a distribution to the God-chosen sinners of what Christ is
and of what Christ has done. After we preach the gospel to them, we must continue
to work with them like the apostles did. The apostles preached the gospel, taught
the truth, set up churches, and then labored to build up the churches. Everything
that they did was a distributing work. What we are doing in the Lord's ministry is to
distribute the riches of Christ to all the God-chosen and Christ-redeemed people.

The riches of Christ may be likened to all the rich foodstuffs produced in America.
America has many rich foodstuffs such as eggs, chicken, beef, fish, vegetables, and
fruits. To distribute these riches of America, a plan is needed. Then some stewards
are needed to do the distribution work. When these riches are eaten, digested,
and assimilated by us, they become a part of us, and they even become us. A husky
American man who assimilates so much of the American foodstuffs is the fullness,
the expression, of the riches of America. This man is the totality of the rich food
of America. The riches eventually result in a person and become the constituents
that constitute that person. In like manner, the riches of Christ result in a corporate
person, the church. The church is the mystery of Christ, which is the Body of Christ
constituted with the untraceable riches of Christ (vv. 3-6, 8b).
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THE CHURCH DISPLAYING
THE MULTIFARIOUS WISDOM OF GOD

The church as revealed in Ephesians 3 is mainly for the display of God's
multifarious wisdom to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies, especially
to Satan and his angels (vv. 9-11). God had a plan that He kept within Him for many
years as a mystery until the day came when He showed His plan to some of His
apostles, making them stewards to distribute all the unsearchable and untraceable
riches of Christ to God's chosen ones. The result of these chosen ones' enjoyment of
the riches of Christ is that they are constituted the church. Thus, the church becomes
the wise exhibition of all that Christ is, displaying the multifarious wisdom of God.

CHRIST MAKING HIS HOME IN OUR HEARTS

We may have enjoyed Christ in His riches, but we need to enjoy Him more. Christ
is in us, but how much is He in us? Because of God's heart's desire for the church to
be constituted with the riches of Christ, Paul prayed for the church. He prayed that
the Father would grant us, "according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with power through His Spirit into the inner man" (v. 16). When the time for my
dinner is near, | may be very hungry and even exhausted. But after I eat, the food that
is within me strengthens and upholds me. I am strengthened and upheld according
to the riches of American food. Paul's prayer is that we would be strengthened
according to the riches of the Father's glory.

We need to be strengthened with power through the Spirit into the inner man
that Christ may make His home in our hearts (v. 17). The phrase "make His home" is
only one word in Greek, katoikeo. Kata, the prefix of this word, means down. Christ
is making His home deep down in our hearts. Christ is in us, but is He settled in
us? When a person moves into a new house, he needs to get settled in that house.
In other words, he needs to make his home there. Then every room of that house
becomes inhabited by him. When I am a guest in someone else's house, I do not have
the freedom to go into every room. A guest in a house is limited to certain rooms.
Christ does not want to be a guest in our hearts by being limited to certain rooms.
He desires to settle down in our hearts, to make His home deep down in our hearts.
Christ has to be added into us. The very Christ who is in us has to increase within us.
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How much of Christ do we have within us? According to my observation, Christ is
within some believers as a prisoner. He is limited within them in a small area, that is,
imprisoned within them in a small cell. Is Christ free to occupy our mind? Sometimes
we may say, "Lord, at least tonight, give me the freedom in my mind." When the
sisters go to a department store, they may want to buy something, but the Lord would
not agree. Then they might say, "Lord, allow me to buy it this time."” We would not
allow the Lord to make His home deep within our hearts. This is why Paul prayed
that the Father would grant us to be strengthened according to the riches of His glory
with power through His Spirit into the inner man. When we get strengthened into
the inner man, this opens the way for Christ to get Himself settled in our entire being.
Christ is in us, but He needs to saturate and permeate every part of our entire being.
We need to enter into the reality of what verse 7 of #501 in Hymns says:

Thy Spirit will me saturate,
Every part will God permeate,
Deliv'ring me from the old man,

With all saints building for His plan.
UNTO ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE TRIUNE GOD

Christ making His home deep down in our hearts is an organic matter full
of life and has nothing to do with any kind of organization. The church is not an
organization but an organism. With an organism, the growth in life is what counts.
The more we grow in life, the more we are in this organism. The more we grow in
life, the more Christ will be able to make His home deep down in our very being.
As Christ makes His home in our inward parts, we are filled with His untraceable
riches resulting in all the fullness of the Triune God—the Body of Christ as the full
expression of the Triune God (v. 19b).

In Paul's prayer the word "that" is used four times: "that He would grant you...
to be strengthened...into the inner man"; "that Christ may make His home in your
hearts"; "that you...may be strong to apprehend...and to know"; and "that you may
be filled unto all the fullness of God." The second "that" is the result of the first, the
third is the result of the second, and the fourth is the result of the third. Here we see
several steps. From Paul's prayer we are strengthened; from being strengthened we
proceed to Christ's making His home in our hearts; and from this we progress to

apprehending the dimensions of Christ and knowing the knowledge-surpassing love
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of Christ until we are finally filled unto all the fullness of God. Paul's prayer reveals
that we are supplied and filled with the unsearchable and untraceable riches of Christ
unto, or resulting in, the fullness of God. In other words, these riches will become the
very fullness of God in us through our experience and enjoyment of Christ.

OUR PRACTICE OF THE CHURCH LIFE AND
OUR SERVICE IN THE CHURCH LIFE BEING ORGANIC

On the one hand, we may talk about enjoying Christ and eating Christ. But on the
other hand, we may talk about matters in the church life in the realm of organization.
If we talk about organization in relation to the church life, we are off from the
central lane of God's New Testament economy. Our practice of the church life and
our service in the church life must be organic. Even our practical service, such as
the cleaning of the hall, should be organic. We could clean our meeting hall in three
ways. First, we could hire some janitors to do the work. Second, we could make some
organizational arrangement to appoint some brothers and sisters to be responsible
for the cleaning of different areas of the hall. The third way is the organic way. If
some saints are living organically in Christ, enjoying Him all day long, they will
become burdened to clean the hall. When the church realizes their burden, they may
announce that Saturday morning is the time for all the burdened ones to come to the
hall to serve. Then the saints serve, not by being hired or organizationally arranged,
but by being organically one with the living Christ.

About forty years ago in Shanghai, there was a sister in the church who was
the wife of the manager of a big bank. Although she had servants in her home, this
sister was burdened to clean the hall every Saturday morning. After her husband's
chauffeur drove him to the bank, she would ask him to drive her to the hall. Because
the hall was not on an open street but in a narrow lane, the chauffeur dropped
her off near the hall and drove away. One day he decided to follow her because he
wanted to find out why she was going to this part of town every Saturday morning.
When she got out of the car on Saturday morning, he parked the car and followed
her from a distance. He was shocked to see her cleaning the hall. He wondered why
she would do this. She was the wife of a rich man who had servants cleaning his
home, but every Saturday she went to the hall to do the cleaning work. Her service
was something organic. She did not clean the hall because she had been hired or
assigned. She cleaned the hall organically.
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Some people told us that if we were going to attempt to build the church
organically, nothing would be accomplished. They asked how the hall would be
cleaned without hiring anyone or without making some arrangements. Our answer
is this—God is able. God is able to accomplish superabundantly according to the
power which operates in us (v. 20). We must believe God's word in the Bible. He
is able to accomplish whatever He has spoken concerning us. The more that we
minister Christ to people, the more they will come to serve. This service is organic.

The entire Body of Christ is an organic matter. In the book of Revelation, the
leading ones in the churches are not referred to as elders but as the stars, the
messengers of the churches (1:20). The messengers are the spiritual ones in the
churches bearing the responsibility of the testimony of Jesus. They should be of
the heavenly nature and in a heavenly position like stars. The eldership is not a
positional matter in an organization. An elder is a person of maturity. We have to
respect the elders in their life maturity. Thank the Lord that there are some dear
saints among us who have more stature in the growth of Christ. We respect them
because of their growth in life. We do not regard them as ones in a certain position.
The Lord Jesus told us that we are all brothers (Matt. 23:8). No one has a position to
control the other saints. The difference among the saints is not in organization but
in their organic situation. If a brother is more experienced, more matured, and has
more measure in the growth of Christ, he is more useful in the church.

A little babe of five months would not be assigned to do anything in his home.
But when he grows up to be five years old, his parents might assign him a small
task. Without his organic growth, his parents would not arrange for him to do this.
Their arrangement would be according to their son's organic situation. If I did not
have the adequate growth in Christ, the brothers might arrange for me to speak
and I might have the burden to speak, but what could I speak? I would not be able
to speak because of my limited growth in Christ. To bear more responsibility in the
church, we have to eat more and grow more so that we possess a greater measure
of the growth in life. The church is not like a worldly club, organization, or society.
Everything related to the church is a matter of the organic growth in life.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE ONE BODY
BUILT UP BY THE ONE MINISTRY

Scripture Reading: Eph. 4:3-32
THE STEWARDSHIP TO DISTRIBUTE THE RICHES OF CHRIST

We have seen that the issue of the dispensing of the divine Trinity is the Body of
Christ for God's full expression. God made a plan, an arrangement, to carry out His
dispensing, and this arrangement was hidden in Himself as a mystery. In the New
Testament age, He revealed this mystery to His apostles, making them stewards with
a stewardship to distribute the untraceable riches of Christ. Their distributing work
is the divine dispensing. To distribute the riches of Christ is to dispense the divine
Trinity into God's chosen people that God may have a church for the exhibition of
His multifarious wisdom to the angelic rulers and authorities in the heavenlies,
especially to Satan and his angels. On the one hand, God made a plan, a divine
arrangement. On the other hand, He commissioned His apostles with a stewardship
to carry out His plan to distribute all the riches of Christ.

The apostles distribute the riches of Christ by preaching the unsearchable
riches of Christ to the God-chosen sinners. These chosen sinners, after hearing the
good news and believing in the Lord Jesus, received Him as their Savior, Redeemer,
forgiveness, justification, and reconciliation. They were regenerated to participate in
the divine life as one item of the unsearchable riches of Christ. When these believers
come together, outwardly, they are the called-out congregation, the church. Inwardly,
they are the organic issue of the Triune God to be the Body of Christ.

For these new believers to hear only the initial preaching of the riches of Christ
so that they could receive Christ and become His members is not complete. This is
why the apostles continued to teach the truth to the saved members of Christ. The
apostles established them and raised them up as local churches in different localities.
After establishing the churches, the apostles then returned to perfect the saints that
they might grow in the life of Christ in order to participate in the work of the ministry
to build up the Body of Christ. The apostles must minister more and more riches of
Christ into the living members of the Body of Christ in order to perfect them.
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THE APOSTLE'S PRAYER IN EPHESIANS 3

The Apostle Paul prayed that the saints would experience Christ in all of His
riches for the building up of His Body. In Ephesians 3, he prayed that the Father
would grant these members of the Body of Christ to be strengthened through the
Spirit into their inner man (v. 16). The inner man is our regenerated spirit indwelt
by the Holy Spirit of God to become a mingled spirit. Now we are one spirit with
the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17). How wonderful this is! But we must confess that we do
not spend most of our time in our spirit. Although we are the organic members
of Christ, we still spend too much time in our mind, emotion, and will. After
becoming members of the Body of Christ, we have been bothered, troubled, and
confused by our ugly mind, emotion, and will. Because we spend so much time in
our mind, emotion, and will, we are troubled by anxiety. The brothers are mostly
in their mind, the sisters are mostly in their emotions, and all of us exercise our
independent will.

Our inward being is like a building composed of four rooms: our mind, our
emotion, our will, and our spirit. The spirit is the unique room, the wonderful room,
the room that joins earth to heaven and brings heaven to earth. It is the room that
makes us one with the Lord. We all have to admit, though, that we do not spend
much time in this room. This is why Paul was so burdened to bow his knees to the
Father to pray that the Father would grant us to be strengthened with His divine
power through His Spirit into the inner man. Because we are mostly in the rooms of
our mind, emotion, and will and not in our spirit, the wonderful room, we need to be
strengthened into our inner man. To turn to our spirit is to come back to our inner
man. Whenever we turn to our spirit, everything is ready for Christ to move, to work,
to spread, and to root Himself in our entire being. Christ desires to spread within us,
to work Himself and to root Himself deep down into every part of our inner being,
our heart (Eph. 3:17a).

The three main rooms of our heart are our mind, emotion, and will. Christ is now
in our spirit, but our heart may be devoid of Him. The rooms of our heart are short of
Christ. They are full of other things such as anxiety, vain thoughts, imaginations, and
self-decisions. What is in our heart? Things other than Christ, such as department
store sales, a Master's degree, a better car, or modern fashions, may fill up our heart.
You are a Christian, a member of Christ, but what are you thinking about? Do you
have Christ in your mind, in your will, and in your emotion? Where is Christ? He
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may be imprisoned in your weakened spirit. You may be so strong in your mind,
emotion, and will but so weak in your spirit. After rising up in the morning some
may immediately be thinking about a sale at a certain department store. Their spirit
is weakened by all of the things in the other rooms—their mind, emotion, and will.
This is why Paul prayed for us. His prayer was unique.

Not only did Paul pray for us but also our High Priest in the heavens is
interceding for us and within us (Heb. 7:25-26). While you are thinking about other
things, something is there reminding you to turn to the Lord and to call on Him. You
may say, "O Lord Jesus, I do not love You, but Lord, make me willing to love You."
Then you may continue to pray, "Lord Jesus, have mercy upon me. Lord, fill me with
Yourself. Take me over, Lord. Occupy me and spread Yourself within me." If you
prayed in such a way for ten minutes, you would be strengthened into your inner
man. You would no longer be in your mind, emotion, or will but in your spirit. Your
prayer would make a way for Christ to make His home deep down in your heart. In
your prayer you have the sensation that you are rooted for growth and grounded
for building up in the divine love, the nobler love, the very agape (Gk.) of God (Eph.
3:17b).

When you are strengthened into your inner man through prayer, Christ has a way
to make His home in your heart and you are strong to apprehend the dimensions of
Christ, not individually but with all the saints (v. 18). You have to come to the meetings
of the church to meet with all the saints so that you can apprehend the dimensions of
the universally extensive Christ—the breadth, the length, the height, and the depth.
No one knows how broad, how long, how high, or how deep Christ is. His dimensions
are the dimensions of the universe! They are immeasurable. We need to be strong to
grasp with all the saints the extensiveness of Christ. We need to explore the universally
extensive field of the Christ whom we are in. When we apprehend the extensiveness
of this universal Christ, we are led to know the knowledge-surpassing and unlimited
love of Christ that we may be filled with the extensive Christ unto all the fullness of
the Triune God (v. 19), which is the church as the Body of Christ. The Body of Christ,
the church, is the result of our being filled with the extensive Christ to be the very
expression, the manifestation in full, of the Triune God.
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THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST
BEING THE ISSUE OF THE WONDERFUL,
MARVELOUS, EXCELLENT DIVINE TRINITY

The church as the Body of Christ is like a wonderful gem without any foreign
particles, or blemishes. Matters such as autonomy, federation, organization,
regulation, and control are foreign particles in the church, the wonderful gem. We
should not bring in any foreign particles to the Lord's recovery. The church as the
Body of Christ is a gem as the issue of the wonderful, marvelous, excellent divine
Trinity. Who can tell of the excellency of this gem? It is shameful to bring in foreign
particles to this gem such as autonomy, federation, organization, regulation, and
control. We need to reject these foreign particles. "Lord Jesus, thank You for such
a gem, the Body of Christ as the very issue of the wonderful, marvelous, excellent
divine Trinity, the fullness of the Godhead embodied in You."

THE BUILDING UP OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

In Ephesians 1 and 2, Paul tells us what the church is. The church is the desire of
God's good pleasure that issues out of Himself as the divine Trinity. The materials of
the church were sinners, dead in offenses and sins. But God, through His incarnation,
went to the cross to accomplish an all-inclusive death, passed through resurrection,
and entered into ascension. Through these processes, these chosen sinners were
remade, re-created, regenerated, to be persons who were made alive, resurrected,
and ascended with Christ to be seated with Him in the heavenlies in Christ. They
were made into God's masterpiece as the new man. In Ephesians 3 Paul shows
us that this masterpiece comes out of God's plan with God's stewardship. Now in
Ephesians 4, Paul shows us another aspect of the church. He talks about the Body
of Christ from another angle, the angle of the building up of the Body of Christ. This
organic Body of Christ needs to be built up.

We must understand the Bible in an organic way. The church needs to be built
up organically in the same way that a newborn child needs to be built up. The child
needs to be perfected, completed, and developed. This babe is built up by growing.
Mothers know that they cannot build up their children by organization. A child's
growth does not depend on any outward arrangement or organization. It depends
upon life and the growth in life. For a child to grow adequately he needs sunshine,
fresh air, and proper food and water. As long as he is regularly fed with the proper
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food, he will grow. When he grows, he is being built up. A child cannot be built up
without growing. In like manner, the basic factor, the basic element, that is needed
for the building up of a young church, a baby church, is for it to grow. The church
cannot be built up by organization or arrangement. The church can only be built up
by being fed, not with doctrines but with the riches of Christ.

Before the Lord's recovery came to the United States, we had not heard about
such things as enjoying Christ, experiencing Christ, or Christ's becoming a life-giving
Spirit in His resurrection. We did not know that Christ as the life-giving Spirit is in
our spirit. We did not even know that we had a human spirit. We also did not know
about God's dispensing, the mingling of God with man, or the crucial revelation of
life in the Scriptures. The Lord has brought us into the realization and enjoyment
of His unsearchable riches, and we are still on the way in the Lord's ministry to
distribute more and more of His riches.

We studied church history and the biographies of many spiritual saints.
We spent many years to study the teachings of the church fathers and the top
teachings throughout the history of the church. The Lord has granted us a merciful
discernment to discern what we should receive that matches the divine revelation
in the holy Scriptures. We have picked up the top positive, scriptural, and spiritual
things to present to the Lord's children. Some have gone back to past writings and
have picked up G. H. Lang's teaching of autonomy from his book The Churches of
God. We were warned in the past concerning this erroneous teaching of autonomy.
[s any part of a living person autonomous? Can we say that his eyes, ears, or nose
are independently autonomous from the rest of his body? Of course not. There is
no possibility of either autonomy or federation in a person's body because they are
organizational matters. The initial aspect of the church is that it is the called-out
congregation, the assembly, the ekklesia. The church is also the kingdom, the family,
and the temple, the dwelling place of God. But these aspects of the church are not
the peak of the revelation concerning the church. The peak is that the church is the
Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all, and a masterpiece as the
new man. The church is the new man! The parts of a man's body are not federated
together nor are they independently autonomous. Autonomy and federation have
nothing to do with the church, the organic Body of Christ and the new man. We need
to be warned concerning teachings that distract us away from God's central purpose
to build up the organic Body of Christ.
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ONE UNIQUE BODY WITH ONE SPIRIT, ONE LORD,
AND ONE GOD AND FATHER OF ALL

The Body of Christ is one unique Body with one Spirit, one Lord, and one God and
Father of all (Eph. 4:3-6). This one Body is the expression of the all-inclusive Christ
(1:23). The one Spirit is the essence of the one Body. The Triune God expresses
Himself in the one Body, and the essence of this Body is the one Spirit. The one Lord
is the object of our faith and baptism. We believed into Him and we were baptized
into Him. Now we are in Him. The one God and Father of all, who is over all, through
all, and in all, is the source of life and the object of our worship. We came out of
the Father and now He has to be our unique object of worship. The thought of the
Trinity is implied in the fact that the Father is over all, through all, and in all. "Over
all" mainly refers to the Father, "through all" to the Son, and "in all" to the Spirit. One
Spirit, one Lord, and one God and Father of all are the elements of the very oneness
of the Body.

BUILT UP BY ONE MINISTRY
OF MANY GIFTED PERSONS PERFECTING THE SAINTS
TO DO THE SAME ONE BUILDING UP WORK

The Body is built by one ministry of many gifted persons perfecting the saints to
do the same one building up work (4:7-16). The ministry mentioned in Ephesians
4:12 is referred to by Paul in 2 Corinthians 3 where he also told us that the Old
Testament had one ministry, the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of death,
which is the ministry of the law (vv. 7-9). In the Old Testament age, there were many
priests, prophets, and kings, but they all participated in the one ministry of the law,
which was the ministry of condemnation unto death. In the New Testament there
is another ministry, the ministry of grace, which is the ministry of the Spirit and the
ministry of righteousness unto justification of life (2 Cor. 3:8-9; Rom. 5:17, 21). All
the ones who served the Lord and ministered Christ for the building up of His Body
throughout the centuries had different ministries which were all a part of the unique
New Testament ministry. The Body is built up by one ministry, the unique New
Testament ministry.
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For the building up of the Body, the Head has given some apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers (Eph. 4:11-12).
Their work is "for the perfecting of the saints unto the work of ministry, unto the
building up of the Body of Christ" (4:12). Therefore, the saints are perfected by
the gifted ones to do the work of the ministry also. In Ephesians 4:12 "unto the
work of ministry" is in apposition to "unto the building up of the Body of Christ."
Thus, the work of the ministry is the building up of the Body of Christ. The gifted
persons have the same one ministry to build up the Body of Christ. The one Body
is built up by one ministry.

In today's Christianity, so-called ministries that are different from the apostles’
ministry build up denominations. One so-called ministry builds up the Presbyterian
denomination. Another so-called ministry builds up the Baptist denomination. Still
other so-called ministries build up the Episcopalian and Methodist denominations.
In Christianity there are many different ministries outside of and other than the one
unique ministry, and these issue in division after division.

When I refer to "one ministry," | do not mean that this one ministry is my ministry.
But [ would say that my ministry is a part of the one ministry. Each member of the
Body of Christ has a ministry that is a part of the unique New Testament ministry.
Some sisters may be burdened organically to clean the hall. This cleaning of the hall is
their ministry, which is a service for the work of the building up of the Body of Christ.
The saints who go out to preach the gospel are carrying out their ministry as a part of
the New Testament ministry to build up the Body of Christ. The Head has given all the
gifted persons to perfect the saints so that they may participate in the ministry which
the gifted persons are carrying out for the building up of the Body of Christ. To perfect
the saints is to develop their organs, equipping and furnishing them with functions
through the growth in the life of Christ. Eventually, all the saints do the same one
building up work as the gifted members. The saints are perfected to do the work of the
ministry for the direct building up of the Body of Christ by their growth in Christ.

LIVING A LIFE THAT CAN CARRY OUT THE WORK
OF THE MINISTRY TO BUILD UP THE BODY OF CHRIST

Verses 17-32 of Ephesians 4 is another section showing us how to build up
the Body of Christ by the growth in Christ. Verse 15 says that we need to grow up
into Christ in all things, and then the rest of chapter four unveils the details of this
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growth in Christ to have a life that is suitable and adequate for the building up of
the Body of Christ. Paul tells us that we should no longer walk as the nations who
walk in the vanity of the mind, estranged from the life of God (vv. 17-18). When
we walk according to the life of God within us, we do not have a hardened heart,
we are not in darkness, we care for the consciousness of our conscience, and we
would not give place to the Devil (v. 27). We also need to walk in truth, that is, in the
reality as it is in Jesus (v. 21). God is the truth, the reality. Ephesians 4 also says that
we have put off, regarding our former manner of life, the old man, which is being
corrupted according to the lusts of the deceit (v. 22). Deceit is personified. It refers
to the deceiver, the Devil, from whom are the lusts of the corrupted old man. For the
building up of the Body of Christ, we need to put off the old man and be renewed in
the spirit of our mind (v. 23). This renewing is for our transformation to the image
of Christ. Our regenerated spirit is mingled with the indwelling Spirit of God. Such a
mingled spirit spreads into our mind, thus becoming the spirit of our mind. It is in
such a spirit that we are renewed for our transformation.

In our baptism we put off the old man and the old manner of life, and we put on
the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness and holiness of
the truth (4:24; Rom. 6:6, 4a; Col. 2:11-12). Righteousness is being right with God and
man according to God's righteous way, while holiness is being separated unto God
from anything common and being saturated with God's holy nature. We need to live
a life of righteousness and holiness. This is the way that Jesus lived on this earth to
set up a pattern of One who lived a life of always doing things in God, with God, and
for God, ministering Himself as grace to others. We learn from Him, according to His
example, not by our natural life, but by Him as our life. We need to live a life that gives
grace to others for the needful building up. This is a life that ministers Christ to others
as their enjoyment and supply for the building up of the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:29).
We should not let any corrupt word proceed out of our mouth but only the words that
give grace to others. In all of our speaking, we should distribute the riches of Christ.

To build up the Body of Christ, we must also learn not to grieve the Holy Spirit
so that He can keep sealing us for the day of the redemption of our body (v. 30). We
should always make the Spirit happy. Everything in our behavior should be pleasant
to Him. The sealing Spirit is continuously sealing us with the essence and element of
the Triune God. When a piece of paper is sealed with a seal, the paper receives the ink
essence and also the likeness and the shape of the seal. The sealing Spirit brings the
essence of the Triune God into us and causes us to bear the likeness of the Triune God.
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A life that builds up the Body of Christ is also a forgiving life. To practice the
Body life we need to forgive one another, forgetting one another's offending, as
God in Christ forgets our offenses (v. 32b; Heb. 8:12). To forgive means to forget.
Because we are still in our old man much of the time, we make mistakes and
offend others. This is why we need to forgive others by the life of God in the Spirit
of God.

Ephesians 4:17-32 gives us a picture of a life that can carry out the work of the
ministry to build up the Body of Christ. There is much, much hope, promise, and
potential that all the churches in the Lord's recovery could be built up in this way.
May the Lord bring us into the reality of the one Body built up by one ministry with
thousands of saints perfected to live a life that is adequate and qualified to do the
work of the building up of the Body of Christ.
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CHAPTER FIVE
CHILDREN OF LIGHT TO BE THE BRIDE OF CHRIST

Scripture Reading: Eph. 5:1-32

In the previous chapter, we saw from Ephesians 4 that the church is one unique
Body which is built up by the one New Testament ministry. To participate in this
building up ministry we need to live a life that is full of God's reality and God's
grace. Reality is God realized by us in the Son, and grace is God in the Son as our
enjoyment. We need to live a life of reality and grace through which we can build
up the Body of Christ. To live such a life we must realize that through baptism
we have put away our old man, which is being corrupted according to the lusts
of the personified deceit, Satan himself (Eph. 4:22), and that we have also put on
the new man which according to God was created in righteousness and holiness
of the personified truth, the Triune God Himself (v. 24). We need to be daily and
continually renewed in the spirit of the mind, the wonderful mingled spirit which
fills, occupies, and directs our mind (v. 23). Daily and hourly we should be under
this renewing, that we might be transformed to be the proper materials for the
building up of the Body of Christ.

Ephesians 4 also shows us that such a life requires that we no longer walk in
vanity (v. 17) and that we give no place to the evil one, the Devil (v. 27). We also
should never grieve the Holy Spirit, who fills us and is continuously sealing us,
making us full of the very nature of God and causing us to bear the very likeness of
the One whom we love and to whom we belong (v. 30). Such a life is always willing to
forgive others, to forget others' trespasses or offenses toward us, just as our Father
God in Christ has forgiven and forgotten our offenses (v. 32). Such a life qualifies us
and enables us to participate in the building up of the organism of the Body of Christ.

The book of Ephesians tells us that the called ones of God as a congregation are
the church (1:1, 22), the assembly, and that this church is God's kingdom (2:12-
13, 19), God's family (2:19), and God's temple (2:21), His dwelling place (2:22).
Moreover, the church is the Body of Christ (1:23; 4:4) and the new man (2:15).
Eventually, the Body of Christ and the new man become the bride of Christ (5:23-
32). The assembly and the kingdom apparently are not something organic. But the
family, the Body, the new man, and the wife, the Bride, are all organic. For the church
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to be the Body of Christ there is the need of life. In the Body the most crucial matter
is life. When life is gone, the Body is finished. For the church to be the new man there
is the need of a person. A man must have a person, and the person of the new man
is Christ Himself. Furthermore, for the church to be the bride of Christ, there is the
need of love. For a wife, a bride, the most important thing is love. Christ is our love
because He is our husband. He is our life, our person, and our love.

Each chapter of the book of Ephesians unveils the mystery of the Body of Christ
as the organism of the Triune God from a particular point of view. Chapter one
shows us that the Body of Christ is the issue of the dispensing of the divine Trinity.
Chapter two shows us that this Body is a masterpiece as the new man. In chapter
three Paul unveils that we are supplied with the riches of Christ to be the fullness
of the Triune God. In chapter four is the one Body built up by the one ministry. In
Ephesians 5 Paul goes on to tell us something further concerning the Body of Christ
from another angle or point of view. If we read Ephesians 5 in a superficial way, we
will not be able to see its point of view. We must dive into the depths of the truth
unveiled in this chapter to see something further. This chapter reveals the children
of light for the preparation of the bride of Christ. The children of light and the bride
of Christ are the two crucial matters in Ephesians 5. To be the children of light who
walk in love and light is to be prepared to participate in the bride of Christ.

WALKING IN LOVE AND LIGHT

According to Ephesians 4, we need grace and truth for the life that qualifies us
to participate in the building up of the Body of Christ. Chapter five of Ephesians
is higher and deeper than chapter four. It goes on to show us that we need to
walk in love and light (vv. 2, 8). Love is the source of grace, and light is the source
of truth. When love is expressed, it becomes grace. When light shines out, it
becomes truth. Christ came from God to express God, to manifest God. When God
is expressed and revealed in the Lord Jesus, His love becomes grace and His light
becomes truth. When we receive the Lord Jesus as our Savior and our life, we are
brought into fellowship with the Father to enjoy Him as love and light (see note
2] in Ephesians 5—Recovery Version). The Son is the expression of love, which
to us is grace, and this grace brings us to the source of grace, which is the Father
as love. In the Gospel of John there is grace (John 1:14), but in the first Epistle
of John there is love (1 John 4:8, 16). Christ also came to bring us the truth, the
reality. When we have the truth, the truth brings us to the source of truth, the
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Father as light. Jesus Christ brings us to the Father, who is love as the source of
grace and who is light as the source of truth. In Ephesians 5 we are children of
light walking in love and light.

In writing the book of Ephesians, Paul was much higher than any philosopher,
such as Confucius or Socrates. What human being could compose this book? Where
did Paul pick up these points? Many of the terms he used, such as the Body of Christ,
cannot be found in the Old Testament. Paul was one who was gained by the Triune
God to be mingled with Him. In 1 Corinthians 7:40 he said, "I think that I also have
the Spirit of God." He was living in the principle of incarnation as a God-man when
he wrote the wonderful things in his Epistles. All these things were unveiled to him
and were written by him, and they are in our hands. If there were not such a book as
the Bible on the earth, what darkness we would be in! But since we have this book,
what light we are in! We are really the children of light.

CHILDREN OF LIGHT

Ephesians 5:1 says, "Become therefore imitators of God, as beloved children." To
live a life of love and light we have One whom we may imitate. We have a Father who
is love and who is light. As children of the Father, we have His life and nature. The
children are spontaneously the imitators of the Father. Every child as an imitator
of God is a "xerox copy" of the Father. We are not strangers to God trying to imitate
Him. We are children of God, possessing God's life and enjoying God's nature. By our
Father's divine life we can be imitators of Him.

We also have Christ as our pattern. Ephesians 5:2 says, "And walk in love, even as
Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God
for a sweet-smelling savor." An offering is a gift for fellowship with God, whereas
a sacrifice is for redemption from sin. Christ loved us (vv. 2, 25) and Christ shines
upon us (v. 14). He is our pattern for us to live a life in love and in light. By ourselves
we could not love others as Christ loved us. We can love as He loved because He
is our life. We have Him as our life and as our person. We have a person in us who
loved us, and now by this person, in this person, and with this person we can love as
He loved. This is organic, something of life.
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The life of the children of light qualifies us to participate in the preparation of
the bride of Christ. Revelation 19:7 says, "Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give
the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife has made
herself ready." When the wedding of the Lamb comes, we, the children of light,
will be a bride to satisfy the One who loves us. To be ready requires preparation.
The way to prepare ourselves to be the bride of Christ is to be the children of
light always walking and working in love and light as our Savior did. We can
imitate our Father God and take Christ as our pattern to walk and work in love
and light.

As light in the Lord, we should walk as children of light (Eph. 5:8). God is light,
and when we are in Him, we are in light. As those in the light we become children
of light. Verse 15 tells us to walk not as unwise but as wise. Foolishness is a kind
of darkness. When we walk foolishly, we are walking in darkness. When we walk
wisely, we are walking in light. The children of light should walk, not as unwise
but as wise, redeeming the time because the days are evil (v. 16). To redeem the
time is to live in the church by Christ, to live Christ in the church life. If we do not
live the church life, we will waste our time. Before we came to the church life, we
wasted many years. To live outside the church life is to waste our time by living
in vanity. You may consider that you do not have the time to pray for half an hour,
but if a telephone call comes, you may talk for forty minutes in the vanity of your
mind. Why would you not spend this time to pray for a certain brother who has
been backsliding for years and never comes to the meetings? To pray for such a
brother is to redeem your time. To talk on the telephone in the vanity of the mind
is to waste your time. Time flies; it never waits for you. You have to redeem it by
behaving wisely. To avoid unnecessary talk on the telephone is to redeem the time.
Shopping may also be a waste of time. To live Christ for the church life is the unique
way to redeem the time.

Verse 17 says, "Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the
Lord is." The reason we might be foolish to waste our time by unnecessary shopping
is that we do not know the will of the Lord. The will of the Lord is that we should visit
the sinners. Why would we not use Saturday morning, afternoon, or evening to go
to visit sinners? One brother among us told us about the practice of his grandfather,
who was a baker in Germany working twelve hours a day starting from four in the
morning. At four in the afternoon his grandfather would return home, wash and
dress up, and go to visit people concerning Christ nearly every day. Wasn't that
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wise? Wasn't that the will of God? If we separated half of every Saturday to the Lord,
forgetting about shopping, and went out to visit sinners, we could bring at least two
or three to the Lord each year. Before going out, we should pray desperately, "Lord, I
believe that in this city there are some dear ones chosen by You before the foundation
of the world. Yet they still have not been called by You because there has been no one
to sound Your call to them. Lord, send me to speak the gospel to them. Lord, be with
me." If some of the saints did this, there would be an increase in the church.

In the past years, the poverty in fruitbearing has been among us in many places.
After studying this matter for more than three years, I discovered that the best way
to gain people is to go to them, to visit them by knocking on their doors. This practice
has stirred up opposition in some places. This must be the attack of the enemy. Do
you not believe that the Lord's will is for us to go out? The Lord Jesus charged us to
go preach the gospel (Matt. 10:6-7; 28:19; Mark 16:15). He set up the pattern. He did
not stay in the heavens, calling people to Himself. He came down to man and even
became a man. He lowered Himself in position and status to go to Samaria to meet a
sinful woman (John 4:1-42) and to go to Jericho to meet the sinner Zaccheus (Luke
19:1-10). He was always visiting people. Peter, Andrew, James, and John were also
caught by the Lord's coming to visit them.

Two great heretical groups, the Mormons and the Jehovah's Witnesses, also
practice door-knocking. We must realize, though, that Satan always tries to copy what
God is doing. It is regrettable that God's children do not go out to visit people. Instead,
they may stay at home on Saturday to watch television and talk on the phone, or they
may go shopping. After ten years, many Christians may not have brought one person
to the Lord. Is this the Lord's will? We are the branches of the vine. The Lord's will
is for all the branches to bear fruit. In John 15:16 the Lord said clearly, "You did not
choose Me, but I chose you, and I appointed you that you should go forth and bear
fruit, and that your fruit should remain." He warned us that as the branches, we will
be cut off if we do not bear fruit (John 15:2, 5-6). This is not to perish but to lose the
very enjoyment of the rich vine. If we mean business with the Lord, our enjoyment
of the Lord will bring forth fruit. However, where is the fruit today? We need to come
back to the Word to read what the Lord's will is concerning this matter. If you read
what the Lord's will is, you will be one who goes out to visit people.
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Ephesians 5:18 says, "And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation, but
be filled in spirit." Every worldly thing that satisfies us is like wine. To go shopping
to buy unnecessary things is wine. We should not be drunk with wine but be filled
in our spirit with the dispensing Triune God. He is dispensing and we are drinking.
When we are filled in our spirit with the dispensing Triune God, we speak to one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, and we are full of thanks and
praises (vv. 19-20). Many have found out that when they went out to knock on
people's doors and baptized someone, they were filled in this way.

Verse 21 says, "Being subject to one another in the fear of Christ." Christ as
our Savior is the Head. Since He is the Head, we must learn to be subject to one
another. Do not be the head over others. If we all take Christ as our Head and subject
ourselves to Him, we will also subject ourselves to one another. The young ones
should subject themselves to the older ones, and the older ones to the young ones.
The older ones may feel superior and feel that the younger ones should listen to
them. This is to not be subject to one another. This is to lord it over others, to be the
head. All the older ones have to learn to subject themselves to the dear young ones.
Children of light walking in love and light would surely be subject to one another.
The older ones should consider that they would still like to learn something from
the young ones, and that the younger ones may know more than they do.

In any society there is the age barrier. Teenagers may prefer not to be with those
who are over twenty. Even among the teenagers, the seventeen and eighteen year
olds may prefer not to be with the thirteen and fourteen year olds. There is the
elementary school level, the junior high school level, and the high school level. If
we are separated by age levels in the church, we are defeated. We all need to be like
little children (Luke 18:17). The younger ones do not need to be afraid of the older
ones. As an older one, I like to live, meet, and serve with the younger ones.

BECOMING THE BRIDE OF CHRIST

As children of light walking in love and light, we will be prepared to be the bride
of Christ. Christ is the Head of the church in authority and the Savior of the Body
in love (Eph. 5:23). Christ's being the Head is a matter of authority, while His being
the Savior is a matter of love. The church is subject to Christ as wives are to their
husbands in everything (v. 24).
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Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her (v. 25). Because He loved the
church, Christ gave Himself up for her for the purpose of sanctifying her, not only
positionally but also dispositionally, from without and from within. He sanctifies
us by entering into us to be the sanctifying life and the holy nature that saturates
us, cleansing us every day, even every moment, by the washing of the water in
the Word (v. 26). In the Word, the Bible, there is the water. We know this by our
experience. When we get into the water, it washes us. Every morning we need to
wash in the Bible.

Christ sanctifies the church that He might present the church to Himself not only
holy but also glorious for expressing God (v. 27). Glory is God expressed. A holy
church is to express God, the holy One. A glorious church is to glorify God, to show
God to others. Christ will present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such things. Wrinkles are a sign of oldness. To have no wrinkles is a
sign of youth. Spots represent wounds. Only the life from within can wash away the
wrinkles, spots, and any such things. Verse 27 says that the church should be holy
and without blemish, as a gem which bears a beautiful expression and has no foreign
particles, or blemishes.

Christ nourishes and cherishes the church as His Body of which we are members
(vv. 29-30). To nourish is to feed, and to cherish is to nurture with tender love and
foster with tender care. When a baby is in the bosom of its mother, it is cherished.
The baby enjoys the nurturing with tender love and the fostering with tender care.
Christ is nourishing and cherishing us in the same way.

Christ and the church are one spirit (1 Cor. 6:17) as husband and wife are one
flesh (Eph. 5:31). That Christ and the church are one is a great mystery (v. 32). The
church came out of Christ, as Eve came out of Adam (Gen. 2:21-22). Eve was the
very issue, the enlargement, of Adam. The church has the same one life and nature
as Christ and has become one with Him, as Eve became one flesh with Adam as his
counterpart (Gen. 2:24), having the same life and nature as Adam had. According to
life and nature, Adam and Eve were one. It is the same with Christ and us.

As we have seen, the church as the Body of Christ needs Christ as its life, and the
new man needs Christ as his person. Moreover, the bride of Christ needs Christ as
her love in the oneness of the two. Two can only become one in love. If there were no
love between the two, they could never be one.
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WRESTLING FOR THE CHURCH AND
LOVING CHRIST IN INCORRUPTIBILITY

Chapter six of Ephesians shows us that we need not only to wrestle for the
church, but also to love Christ in incorruptibility (Eph. 6:11-18, 24). In the last
chapter of Ephesians is the spiritual warfare. The church not only has to fight but
also has to wrestle. If I did not wrestle, I would not be free to minister to you. We
have to wrestle for the church. As the church we have to wrestle, to fight the good
fight (2 Tim. 4:7). We must also love Christ in incorruptibility. The Triune God, God's
dispensing, and the issue of this dispensing—the church, the Body of Christ, the new
man, and the bride—are in incorruptibility. All other things in the universe will be
corrupted. We must fight for the church and love Christ in this incorruptibility.
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CHAPTER SIX
THE ORIGIN OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

Scripture Reading: Gal. 4:6; Rom. 8:15; John 1:12-13; 1 Pet. 1:2a; Luke 15:8, 17; John
16:8-11; 3:5-6; Rom. 8:19; 1 Cor. 6:15; 12:27; Col. 3:4a; 1 John 1:2; 5:11-12; John 3:363;
Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 12:13a; Col. 2:9; John 1:14a; Heb. 2:14a, 17-18; John 14:16-17; 7:39;
Rev. 22:17a; 1 Cor. 15:3-4, 45b; John 15:1, 5; 17:21a, 23a

OUTLINE
[. God the Father being the believers’ source—Gal. 4:6; Rom.
8:15:
A.Who are begotten of God the Father—]John 1:13.
B.Who become the children of God the Father—]John 1:12.

II. God the Spirit sanctifying and regenerating the ones
selected and predestinated by God the Father:

A.Sanctifying them—1 Pet. 1:2a:
1.Enlightening and seeking them—Luke 15:8, 17.
2.Convicting the enlightened ones—]John 16:8-11.

B.Regenerating them—]John 3:5-6:
1.To be the sons of God—Rom. 8:19.
2.To be the members of Christ—1 Cor. 6:15; 12:27.
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-\ 19, Triune God—Matt. 28:19.

H BT RRAIMELM T R, k¥ IV.The Father, the Son, and the Spirit becoming the
B89 AR AR Z AR B 89— B AR—Ak consummated Spirit who baptizes the members of Christ

A+ —13 Lk: into the unique Body of Christ—1 Cor. 12:13a:
— XHFATFT—H=9: A.The Father being embodied in the Son—Col. 2:9:
1 23R AR—%—14 L, R=14 L, 1.Passing through incarnation—John 1:14a; Heb. 2:14a.
2 BB ALE—KR=_17~18, 2.Experiencing human life—Heb. 2:17-18.
— FERRAR—AHTW16~17: B.The Son realized as the Spirit—John 14:16-17:
1 %R E 89 ZE—2% X 39, 1.The Spirit being the consummated Spirit—]John 7:39.
2 ME=—MAEARHTR—B =17 L. 2.The Spirit being the ultimate consummation of the Triune God—Rev.
22:17a:
a ZgdamiEF—Har+a3~4, a. Having passed through death and resurrection—1 Cor. 15:3-4.
b mALFLTAH. Gre., RfE. L5097 — b.Becoming the all-inclusive, life-giving, indwelling, and compound
AT+ A 45 T, Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b.
= BAaAXA. 2AA, EARAFEG—/ C.Baptizing all the sanctified and regenerated ones into the Body of
Fh—kAT+ =13 E: Christ—1 Cor. 12:13a:
1 FZTAHARZA=Z—AEZH—K N\ 19, 1.Baptizing the regenerated ones into the Triune God—Matt. 28:19.
2 fEHME=—AmA—, LB FHR—Y 2.Making them one with the Triune God to be the Body of Christ—John
+x21 &, 23 L, 17:21a, 23a.
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Prayer: Lord, we offer our worship to You. We thank You that You always take
care of us and gather us, that You even gather us into Your holy name. Lord, we again
gather into Your holy name tonight. May Your blood cleanse us, may Your Spirit be
with us, and may Your Word be opened to us. Lord, we deeply believe that at this
very moment You are present with us. You know that we are nothing and can do
nothing. What we are looking to and depending on is You Yourself and Your blessing.
Lord, lead us tonight, and guide every one of us. Do give each one of us a word which
will touch the depths of our being, so that we would be supplied. Enlighten us that
we may receive Your sustenance within. Lord, may You give us the utterance, the
instant word, the fresh light. And we pray that You will release Yourself more and
more so that we may be satisfied, and Your Body may be built up. Lord Jesus, grant
us a clear sky. Through simple words reveal to us the mystery of Your Body. Grant
us a thorough vision that we can see Your precious Body clearly. Be with us in an
extraordinary way, and may Your all-pervading Spirit be upon us to touch us and
possess us. Amen.

I have not been back here for a long time. I have come back, but this time I will
not be staying too long, and after I leave, I will not return very soon. So I treasure
these four meetings very much. I have had much consideration before the Lord and
felt that I needed to speak some messages which are basic and crucial that will be
sufficient for you for a year. If you know how to use them, they can even be adequate
for your whole life.

A THOROUGH VIEW OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

The topic of the messages | am going to speak to you this time is “A Thorough
View of the Body of Christ.” [ use the expression thorough view to talk about this
matter because concerning the Body of Christ you have heard enough already. You
all know that the Body of Christ is the church. This is not wrong, but this realization
is too shallow. The Body is a mysterious matter. Not to mention the Body of Christ,
just our little body is extremely mysterious; its mystery lies in its being organic.
Look at me standing here. Because I am a living person, whether I am speaking or
moving, regardless of what my body is doing, there is an organic expression. If our
little physical bodies are like this, the Body of Christ is like this so much the more.
Christ is the One who fills all in all (Eph. 1:23). He is such an immeasurable and
boundlessly great Lord. He needs a Body of fullness to express Him even more than
we do. From this you can realize how mysterious His Body is. It is not something that
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we can study thoroughly. Nevertheless, I am looking to the Lord that in these four
days [ may do my best to give you a thorough view of the Body of Christ.

In this first message tonight we will see the history of the Body of Christ, or
the origin of the Body of Christ. Tomorrow in the second message we will see the
elements, essence, and reality of the Body of Christ. In that message we will really be
seeing a thorough view of the Body of Christ. In message three we will see the living
in the Body of Christ. This is the living we ought to have. Of course, we do not live the
life of a sinner, nor do we live the life of a natural person, nor do we merely live the
life of a moral person or of an ordinary citizen; we live the Body life. When we talk
about the church life, it is better to speak of the Body life. This word church has the
denotation of a congregation, and a congregation, superficially speaking, does not
have anything to do with life; but when the Body is mentioned, it clearly refers to a
living organism. Finally, in the fourth message we will see the service of the Body of
Christ. After we have seen the living in the Body, we will see the service of the Body.

THE ORIGIN OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

Now we must see the origin of the Body of Christ. We all know that everyone who
is sitting here was born, not manufactured, into being. The idols in the temples are
manufactured, not born. We human beings with our organic bodies are born into
being from parents who are human beings like us. This birth is our origin. The Body
of Christ is a totality of all the members of Christ, and we are the members in His
Body. Therefore, in talking about the Body of Christ, we are all included, both you
and [. When [ speak about the Body of Christ, [ am speaking concerning you and also
concerning myself. So when we talk about the origin of such a mysterious matter as
Christ and His Body, you and I are both included. When we speak about the origin of
the Body of Christ, we are speaking about our own origin.

God the Father Being the Believers’ Source

The Body of Christ is similar to our human body; it was born into being, not
manufactured. Its origin and source is the Triune God. And this Triune God has a
name; He is called the Father, the Son, and the Spirit (Matt. 28:19). The Body of
Christ came from Him, and He is our origin. According to the flesh, our source is our
parents. Every one of us has a genealogy, a record of our origin. If we trace back our
origin generation by generation, at the end the last generation is Adam. Regardless
of our nationality or of our race, we all have a common source, that is, Adam. And
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Adam is from God; he was the son of God (Luke 3:38). Spiritually speaking, we who
are the members of the Body of Christ came from the Triune God. The Triune God is
the source of the Body of Christ.

The Triune God is the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Yet these three—God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit—are one God. First, this Triune God is the
Father, who is the source of us believers. Galatians 4:6 and Romans 8:15 show us that
we who are regenerated and have a life union with God are the children of God; hence,
we call God, “Abba Father.” This God who has become our Abba Father is the source
of you and me and is also the source of the Body of Christ. This Father God who has
become our source has begotten us that we might become His children (John 1:12).
Therefore, we have two births; one was our physical birth from our parents; the
other was our spiritual birth from God our Father (1:13). According to the flesh, we
are the children of our parents; hence, we have last names like Cheng, Lee, or Wang.
But spiritually speaking, we were born of God the Father and are the children of God.
Therefore, God becomes our common last name; our last name is God. God is our
source. We are all the children of God, the members of the household of God (Eph. 2:19).

God the Spirit Sanctifying and Regenerating
Those Whom God the Father Has Chosen and Predestinated

Sanctifying Them by Enlightening, Seeking, and Convicting Them

God the Father regenerated us in time, but in eternity past, long before the
beginning of time and the creation of all things, He exercised His foreknowledge
to select and predestinate us (Eph. 1:4-5), marking us out from among myriads of
people. Then in time, at the right moment, God the Spirit, following the changes in
the world situation and the environmental arrangement, sanctified us (1 Pet. 1:2a).
This is what is recorded in Luke 15 concerning the Triune God saving sinners. There
God the Spirit is likened to a woman lighting a lamp and sweeping the house to
finely seek after the lost coin. Both you and I had this kind of experience when we
were saved. While we listened to the gospel, the Holy Spirit was going along with the
word of the gospel to enlighten and seek within us that we might be awakened (Luke
15:8, 17) and convicted concerning sin (John 16:8-11). Then we believed in our
heart, confessed with our mouth, and called on the name of the Lord Jesus. Thus, we
were saved and were regenerated to be the sons of God (Rom. 8:19), the members of
the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 6:15; 12:27).
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We became the members of the Body of Christ because the Holy Spirit, when we
repented and believed in the Lord, entered into us so that we received the life of
God and became regenerated. Actually, this Holy Spirit who has entered into us is
the life of God becoming life within us. From that day on, there has been something
additional within us. Sometimes this something within us rebukes and regulates
us. This is not merely the functioning of our conscience. Rather, we have something
more within us, the Lord who has become our living person. This is tremendous. My
burden is to show you that the source of the Body of Christ is the Father; He is the
source of life. Through His Spirit He has sanctified us and regenerated us that we
might become the sons of God, the members of Christ. I hope that all of you sitting
here will be clear concerning this matter. Today we do not believe into a religion,
nor do we join a religion. We believe into a living and true Triune God. As soon as
we repented and believed into Him, this Triune God as the Spirit came into us to be
our life, to enliven us, and to make us a part of the organic Body of Christ. For this
reason, many young people who believed in the Lord, though they were persecuted
greatly and faced opposition from their parents, still stood firmly. Regardless of the
situation, they still believe in the Lord, not because they are strong, but because they
have a life within them that is strong. This life is the Triune God Himself; it includes
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit.

Regenerating Them to Become the Sons of God and the Members of Christ

Now that we have obtained this life, we are no longer individual persons, but
members of the Body of Christ. Hence, we must not be disconnected from the Body.
No member must be disconnected from the Body; once disconnected, the members
are finished. Today every one of us is a member, a member of the Body of Christ. This
Body of Christ is the church. Why do I say the Body and not the church? Because the
church is a gathering, but the Body is an organism. A congregation can be dismissed,
but a body cannot be disconnected. You may stop coming to the meetings, but you
must not be disconnected from the Body. It may be possible sometimes to miss the
meetings, but once the Body is disconnected, it is finished. But I can tell you that those
who are in the meetings may not be in the Body, but those who are in the Body are
definitely in the meetings. Those who do not come to the meetings are not necessarily
disconnected from the Body, but those who are disconnected from the Body will
definitely not come to the meetings. Therefore, being absent from the meetings may
be somewhat risky; if you are not careful, you may soon be disconnected from the
Body. Not coming to the meetings is close to being disconnected.
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Let me repeat that the church is a kind of congregation, but the Body is a
matter of life. All of us have life, but if we say that each one of us has been joined
to the church, it is not so accurate. The real significance is that we have become
the members of the Body of Christ, possessing the same one life and needing one
another. This is to be members one of another. Therefore, whatever we do must be
in the Body, joined to the Body, and regulated by the Body, because we are one Body.
This is a wonderful matter.

God the Son Being Life to the Regenerated Ones

We, the members of the Body of Christ, have God the Father as our source, God
the Spirit as the One who sanctified and regenerated us, and God the Son as our life
(Col. 3:4a). While it is true that we were regenerated by the Holy Spirit, according to
the truth, it is God the Son who has become our life. Of course, the Triune God—the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit—cannot be separated. If you have the Son, you have the
Father; and if you have the Father, you have the Spirit. But according to the clear word
and revelation of the Bible, when the Holy Spirit regenerated us, He brought Christ to
us. This Christ becomes our life within so that we, the members of Christ, may have
the uncreated, eternal life of God (1 John 1:2; 5:11-12; John 3:36a). At the same time,
this life causes us to have an organic union with the Triune God so that we can enjoy
all the riches of the Triune God (Matt. 28:19). This is like the union brought in by
electric current. Our meeting hall and the power plant are joined together through
the electric current. When the electric current comes to the meeting hall from the
power plant, the meeting hall and the power plant are connected and joined together.
Thus, the meeting hall receives all the benefits of the power plant, by which we enjoy
air conditioning, lights, the sound system, and so on. Today’s modern living depends
especially on the union between the power plant and every place that electricity is
applied. If this union is cut off, our life is also finished. Just imagine what it would be
like if the electric current here suddenly stopped; we would all be in darkness.

Today within each one of the members of Christ, there is something which
connects and joins him or her to the Triune God; this is the organic union of the life
of God. We have all been regenerated, Christ has become our life within, and this life
causes us to have a union with the Triune God. Therefore, now we are in the Triune
God. The Triune God and we are connected together and joined together. All the
riches of the Triune God become ours.
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The Father, the Son, and the Spirit Becoming the Consummated Spirit
Who Baptizes the Many Members of Christ into the Unique Body of Christ

We have already seen that the Father is the source, that the Spirit came to
regenerate, and that the Son came to be life, so that we and the Triune God may have
an organic union. This is the “inside” story of the members of the Body of Christ.
There is also an “outside” story; that is, the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit—having become the consummated Spirit, came to baptize the members
of Christ into the unique Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13a). God’s essence is Spirit, and
the last person in His divine Trinity is also the Spirit. Not only so, the totality of the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit eventually also became the consummated Spirit to
baptize the members of Christ, those who have been regenerated by the Spirit and
who have the Father as the source and the Son as the life, into one Body.

You and I have been saved. Through regeneration, we have the Spirit, Christ, and
life within. Also, through the baptism of the Holy Spirit once outwardly, we all have
been baptized into the Body. Inwardly, we were regenerated to have life; outwardly,
the Spirit was poured upon us so that we might be baptized into one Body. This
completes the origin of the Body.

Now we have to see how the Triune God became the ultimate and completed
Spirit. First, the Father was embodied in the Son (Col. 2:9) through incarnation (John
1:14a; Heb. 2:14a). The Son experienced human life (Heb. 2:17-18), was crucified
and resurrected, and was realized as the Spirit. Before the Son was realized as the
Spirit, the Spirit was there already. However, He was not yet completed. It was not
until the Lord Jesus was resurrected from the dead and realized as the Spirit that the
Spirit was completed (John 7:39). This completed Spirit is the ultimate completion
of the Triune God (Rev. 22:17a), which implies that the Son through death and
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3-4) became the all-inclusive, life-giving, indwelling, and
compound Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b), to baptize all the sanctified, regenerated persons
into the Triune God (Matt. 28:19), so that they and the Triune God could become one
(John 17:21a, 23a) and be baptized into the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13a).

Therefore, every time we preach the gospel and bring people to be saved, we baptize
them into the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as soon as they confess the
Lord’s name. Their outward expression corresponds to an inward fact; that is, by being
baptized into the Triune God, the saved ones and the Triune God have been made one. By
their becoming one with the Triune God, they become members of the Body of Christ.
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THE TRIUNE GOD BEING FULLY MINGLED
WITH THE TRIPARTITE MAN

Finally, I must tell you the story of this Body of Christ. Simply speaking, it is the
story of the Triune God mingling as one with us, the chosen and predestinated ones.
Long before time began, in eternity past before all things were created, God by His
eternal foreknowledge selected us and also marked us out. Then in time the Holy
Spirit came to work, to seek us and regenerate us. This regeneration is the beginning
of the mingling between the Triune God and us, and it is also the first step of the
Triune God being life to us after coming into us. This happens in our spirit. From
then on, if we cooperate with Him, love Him, and fellowship with Him, He will have
the opportunity to spread outward from our spirit to our soul so that our mind can
be renewed and transformed. This indwelling Spirit is like a dove, gradually and
gently occupying and saturating us. He also will spread from our soul to our body
to give life to our mortal bodies (Rom. 8:11). In this way, the Triune God and we, the
tripartite men, will be completely mingled as one.

BEING FILLED WITH THE ESSENTIAL SPIRIT WITHIN AND
RECEIVING THE OUTPOURING OF THE ECONOMICAL SPIRIT WITHOUT

At this point, we can clearly see that we have not only the Spirit within but also
the Spirit without. This Spirit who has come upon us causes us to have the feeling of
the Body. The Spirit inwardly is the Spirit of life; the Spirit outwardly is the Spirit of
work. The inward Spirit of life is essential; the outward Spirit of work is economical.
In actuality, these two are one Spirit. On the one hand, within us He is the essential
Spirit; on the other hand, upon us He is the economical Spirit. Within us we have
Him; outside of us we also have Him.

All the people along the lower Yangtze River in China like to drink tea in the
morning to fill their stomachs with water. They say that this is wrapping water with
skin. In the evening, they like to soak themselves in the bathtub; they say that this is
wrapping skin with water. They wrap water with skin in the morning and skin with
water in the evening. | feel that this is quite meaningful. If today all the Christians
were like this, filled with the Spirit in the morning and receiving the outpouring of
the Spirit in the evening, we would surely be members who are not disconnected but
who are meeting and living in the Body.
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In the New Testament, there is a verse which speaks of the two sides of this matter.
This is 1 Corinthians 12:13 which says, “For also in one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to
drink one Spirit.” To drink the Spirit is to wrap the “water” with “skin”; to be baptized
into the one Body is to wrap “skin” with the “water.” On the one hand, there is the Holy
Spirit filling us within as the essential Spirit that we may have the life supply; on the
other hand, there is the Holy Spirit poured out upon us outwardly as the economical
Spirit to baptize us into the Body of Christ. Therefore, we may say that the origin of the
Body of Christ is entirely a matter of the Spirit. There is the Spirit within, regenerating,
transforming, and supplying us with life; this is the essential Spirit. There is also the
Spirit without, being poured upon us; this is the economical Spirit.

All the problems taking place today in the church are due to neglecting the inner,
essential Spirit for life as well as the outward, economical Spirit for work. Now since
we have seen the origin of the Body of Christ and have also realized that everything
related to the Body of Christ is entirely a matter of the Spirit, we should not pay
attention to other things; we should only take care of the inward, essential Spirit
for life and also the outward, economical Spirit for work that we may be normal
and proper members in the Body of Christ. Hence, when we all follow the inward,
essential Spirit for life and cooperate all the time with the outward, economical
Spirit for work, and when we all live in the Body of Christ, we will be the organic
Body of Christ. This is what we should see and what we should remain in.

(A message given by Brother Witness Lee on April 12, 1990, in Taipei, Taiwan.)
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CHAPTER SEVEN

THE ELEMENTS, ESSENCE, AND REALITY
OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

Scripture Reading: Eph. 4:4-6; John 20:22; Rom. 8:4, 6, 9-11, 13b; Gal. 2:20a; 1 Cor.
1:2a; John 3:5-6, 29; Titus 3:5; Rom. 12:2a; Eph. 4:23; 2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 3:21; Rom. 8:30;
John 17:21a, 23a; 1 Cor. 6:17; 1 Tim. 3:15b-16; John 15:1, 5; John 7:39; Rev. 22:17a;
Phil. 1:19; 2 Cor. 4:16; Phil. 3:10a; John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13-15; 1 John 5:6; Rom.
15:16b; 14:17; Eph. 3:16; 1:23

OUTLINE

I. The elements of the Body of Christ:
A.The processed Triune God—the divine element—Eph. 4:4-6:

1.The Triune God passing through incarnation, crucifixion, and
resurrection in order to enter into the members of Christ to be the
element of the Body of Christ—John 20:22.

2.The Triune God, having entered into the members of Christ, existing
and living in the Body of Christ together with the members of Christ—
Rom. 8:9-11; Gal. 2:20a.
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B.The tripartite man regenerated by God—the human element—1
Cor. 1:2a:

1.Their spirit being regenerated—]John 3:5-6; Titus 3:5.

2.Their soul being renewed and transformed—Rom. 12:2a; Eph. 4:23; 2
Cor. 3:18.

3.Their body being transfigured and glorified—Phil. 3:21; Rom. 8:30.
C.The Triune God being mingled with the tripartite man—Eph. 4:4-6:

1. The tripartite man becoming one with the Triune God—John 17:21a, 23a.

2.The tripartite man becoming one spirit with the Triune God—1 Cor. 6:17.
D. Issuingin a hybrid entity of divinity mingled with humanity:

1.The Triune God, who possesses divinity with humanity, being mingled
with the tripartite man, who possesses humanity with divinity—Rom.
8:6, 10-11.

2.Divinity begotten in humanity, living in humanity, and expressed
in humanity; humanity begotten of divinity, living by divinity, and
expressing divinity—1 Tim. 3:15b-16.

3.Issuing in an organism in which God is life to man and man has God as
life—]John 15:1, 5.
II. The essence of the Body of Christ:

A.The Spirit as the essence of the Triune God becoming the essence
of the Body of Christ—Eph. 4:4:

1.The Spirit being the ultimate consummation of the processed Triune
God—]John 7:39; Rev. 22:17a.

2.The Spirit bringing the processed Triune God into the Body of Christ
through regeneration—John 3:5-6, 29; Eph. 4:5-6.
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3.The Spirit as the processed and consummated God, containing

3 ARRAEA LT T RAAY, LEMAZ .
M, AEOFTHAHR., RALEBGEE, K~ divinity and humanity, the all-inclusive death of Christ, and His
PRT R TE, LR T FHRGE M—5 surpassing resurrection, becoming not only the element of the Body,
=-+23~25, but also the essence of the Body—cf. Exo. 30:23-25.

= KB HKRERAMERE: B.The capacities of the essence of the Body of Christ:

1 A BERGEREA=—AP94PE, AER 1.The essence of the Body of Christ, containing the divinity of the Triune
AP XA g RE—ME— 19, God, having the capacity to supply the divine life—Phil. 1:19.

2 EEBEHRGE RS HARRG AN, A TAR 2.The essence of the Body of Christ, containing the excelling humanity,
ARA MR RE—HM B T 16, having the capacity to supply the excelling humanity—2 Cor. 4:16.

3 ABIRNERSAABOT I AN, A 3.The essence of the Body of Christ, containing the all-inclusive death of
BIH M EMOGERE—F N 13 T, Christ, having the capacity to put to death the negative things—Rom. 8:13b.

4 EBEFRGER>ALABREBGEE, AL 4.The essence of the Body of Christ, containing the surpassing resurrection

of Christ, having the surpassing capacity of resurrection—Phil. 3:10a.

EARARGY A —ME= 10 L,
[1I. The reality of the Body of Christ:

A ABHREET:
A.The reality of the processed Triune God being His consummated

— ZEdAEZ = —AHRIR, TTRMLERT :
3 Spirit of reality—]John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1 John 5:6:

PR YT
13, A5 A 7:

1 RX=Z—APZ TR, BT A. 788, HEZIRAR 1.The reality of all that the Triune God is, has, and can do being this
AL FE IR R o Spirit of reality.

2 X=Z—mprZdinhEE, LERFELEEL 2.The reality of the death and resurrection which the Triune God passed
X FREG R through also being this Spirit of reality.

— IR RfEsaddfEz =—ae—4y, A  B.This Spirit of reality making everything of the processed Triune
BEREBOFRERAFEIF—L+5513 ~15: God a reality in the Body of Christ—]John 16:13-15:

1.All that the processed Triune God is, including righteousness,

%iiiiﬁiiif‘ﬁ‘?ﬁfrz%éﬁ/\x EAl, A4 :
TH el BB —InArXay B, AREX holiness, life, light, power, grace, and all the divine attributes, being
realized by this Spirit of reality to be the attributes of the Body of

IR REALRBT IR LR ENE—F T4
16 F, TW17, #H =16, Christ in reality—Rom. 15:16b; 14:17; Eph. 3:16.
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2.All that the processed Triune God experienced, including incarnation,
crucifixion, and resurrection, also being realized by this Spirit of
reality to be the experiences of the Body of Christ in reality.

[V. The essence and reality of the Body of Christ being altogether
matters of the Spirit of the processed and consummated Triune God:

A.This Spirit being the secret to all that the processed Triune God is
to the Body of Christ:

1.The Spirit being the processed Triune God.

2.The Spirit being the totality of all the attributes of the processed
Triune God.

3.The Spirit also being the effectiveness of all the processes of the
processed Triune God.

B.This Spirit dwelling in our regenerated spirit, being joined as one
spirit with our spirit—Rom. 8:9-11a; 1 Cor. 6:17:

1.We should have our whole being turned to and set on this joined
spirit—Rom. 8:6b.

2.We should also live and walk according to this joined spirit—Rom. 8:4.

3.When we thus live in this joined spirit, we can live out the Body of
Christ to become the corporate expression of Christ—Eph. 1:23.
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Prayer: Lord, we worship You again from the depths of our being. How merciful
You are to us. In Your mercy we are once again gathered into Your holy name to
seek after You in Your Word. Lord, how profound Your Word is! We remind You
that we need Your revelation, Your light, and, even more, Yourself, to unveil it to
us. Lord, we really thank You that in this last age You have again and again opened
Your holy Word to us and have brought us into the depths of Your Word. Tonight,
Lord, we especially need You to open the understanding of our heart as well as our
eyes, to speak to us and to release Your light, that we may really see the mysterious
revelation in Your Word. Lord, may You gain the glory, may we receive the blessing,
may the evil one get the shame, and may the church be built up. Amen.

CONCERNING ELEMENT, ESSENCE, AND REALITY

Tonight we come to the second message. This is a long and deep message
concerning the elements, essence, and reality of the Body of Christ. First, we will
consider three terms: element, essence, and reality. Element is a kind of constituent
of a certain thing. Those who study chemistry know that chemistry is mainly the
study of the constituents of matter, and the constituents are the elements. Even this
podium has its constituent, which is mostly wood. The Body of Christ is something
substantial yet mysterious in this universe. Though it is mysterious, it is nevertheless
substantial. Therefore, the Body also has its constituents, and the constituents are
its elements. Moreover, within every element or constituent there is a substance.
Different constituents have different substances. For instance, steel has its own
substance and wood has its own. This substance is what we call the essence.

For example, the main constituents of lemon tea are lemon, honey, water, and
tea. These four constituents all possess different essences. In pharmaceutics, certain
drugs are produced by extracting particular essences from herbs, which in turn
give the drugs their special effects. Hence, the effectiveness of a drug depends on its
essence. The church as the Body of Christ also has its own elements or constituents,
within which are their essences and substance.

Let us consider the meaning of reality. According to the biblical usage of the
word, reality refers to the real condition of men and things. For instance, we may
hear of a church which is under much blessing, where all the saints love and fear the
Lord, serve with zeal, love one another, and are holy and patient. When we go into
their midst and truly witness such a situation among them, we may say that this
particular church has much reality and that what we heard about them is real. In
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reading the Bible, we find that God is our love, light, life, power, righteousness, and
holiness. We do not merely agree with this but also treasure His richness and all-
inclusiveness. However, these riches are not merely printed words to us; they are
both true and real. It is here that the greatest difference between the Bible and the
writings of Confucius and Mencius lies. While the books of these men also discuss
humility, forbearance, kindness, justice, courtesy, wisdom, and faithfulness, these are
matters only in words and not in reality. The Bible, on the other hand, is different.
When it says that God is holy, it is not merely words; there is such a reality. We are
not required to work out a kind of holiness; rather, it is the holy God Himself who
works holiness into our being through His Spirit. In this way, God’s holiness becomes
our reality. Whatever the Bible says becomes reality in us if we receive it from God.

The Bible says that God Himself is reality (John 1:14-17). If there is holiness,
He is holiness; if there is light, He is light; if there is life, He is life; and if there is
patience, He is patience. If we believe and receive Him, we will gain the reality of all
that He is. If we have only the printed words of the Bible, we possess mere teachings
and doctrines without reality. However, we have not only the Word of God but also
the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God accompanies the Word of God to work into us as
reality what the Bible utters.

MAN WITHOUT AND GOD WITHIN

Now that we have acquired a clear impression concerning element, essence, and
reality, we can apply all three to the Body of Christ. Since the church is the Body
of Christ, it must possess its own constituents and elements. The blood, the cells,
the skin, the flesh, and the bones are all constituents of the human body, and these
in turn have their own essences and substances. What then are the essences and
constituents in the Body of Christ? Two essences constitute the Body of Christ. One
is the processed Triune God, which is the divine element; the other is the tripartite
man regenerated by God, which is the human element. These two elements are two
constituents. The constituent of the processed Triune God enters into us to mingle
with us, the tripartite man, to produce the Body of Christ. When we were saved and
regenerated, God in Christ came into us to be the divine life in us, and this divine life
became the divine essence within us.

However, merely to have Christ as the essence of the divine life within us does not
result in the church, since the church is the mingling of divinity with humanity, that is,
man without and God within. We realize that although the church and a social club are

God’s Masterpiece - Page 56



Re, HARKGTR. Bl 2Rd#A—HR 5694
b Bl % RMMGAE L, BEEMNEZARTRET, THE
MO EEHRA. KMRROHERELRETR S, BAETH
. RERAM, KREBAMW, REBHLAEN, AMEH
ARA AT, —HAAY K, M, IREZ AT . T
SAE A, R4, e, TAFHIR, AL H
RAEAML, RMNEZBEH. E2LZZ2TRXAAN, L8
EHA, EBERAAN, MEAI, LR BEET: A
—F R AT, LA RS, TBH A RS
Fr AT A, BaRAN, WA Ba7 A A4 0984,
R, APHIEARG S, HEMSTE, B
PR o

T dmtl, EEABARGIRMATEEL G, LHALE
Bs Bides Tk, BRRTH BANTEWEBAGER
24, TR EZHAEREMNZOER. APTRZHE,
TREAFOAN BRI ERE, 5%, IRZE N AN
REANER, REANGER. BENHELE, R
HBEANGER, THAAVZGER. T, LEAARKY
R AR Fedn 3 69 4z, BB R & KAVARA AP £ @by L&, W
EWNEGERERMNERE, B H—F5ARE G LT,
R AT 69 F IR,

LB ik TE
it Ry = —A—i X0 T E

NEXMN—BBERD, RAEARGEL, LARZAR
IO LEF. FREER. ZRMARFAFTLI RO TE.
kAT IAEG = —A, AT LE. (B
W4~6, ) BabEMMeahA, EARAZGEH=—4
AP X THF, e =—2d A AWK, 4T, &,
AZREANLBTORAREZE, RAAFIHRGOTLE. (4
—+22,)

ARZFH AL, RIES, MAFEZHIKMNX T
RFAE®E, AAMRAAKR, FLET AR, 3FHKM
ATt 4, AFiRf, ARMNEE, HEAAEENLGE

3082 #HRIRIE -5 57 31

both human gatherings, there is a great difference between them. A club is an association
of people who share certain traits, such as a common birthplace. The church is different;
it has people from all places. What we have in common is not our birthplace, but God. You
have God in you; [ have God in me; he has God in him—we all have God in us. Whenever
God is mentioned, everyone responds. This is the “God-responsiveness” in us. Hence,
the church is different from any kind of group, such as professional societies and trade
unions. In these associations, there are only human beings without God in them. The
church, however, is not only men; there is God within. That which has only men and not
God is not the church. A single constituent is not enough; there must be both the divine
constituent as well as the human constituent. We can say that the church is both man and
God. It is the mingling of God and man, the blending of humanity with divinity, a hybrid
entity of divinity joined with humanity, with two elements or constituents.

Not only so, within the two elements of the Body of Christ are the essences
and substances of each. Thus, besides having the human element with its human
essence, the church also possesses the divine element with its divine essence.
Human organizations frequently have friction and disputes due to self-interest and
self-gain. This is because among them there is only the human essence and not the
divine essence. In the church of God there is not only the human essence but also
the divine essence. There is no room for man'’s natural flesh. On the contrary, since
we all have the element of God’s life with the divine essence within us, the church
displays an uncommon condition, one which expresses the reality of God.

THE ELEMENTS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
The Processed Triune God—the Divine Element

Now we will follow the outline to get into this present message, which is entitled
“The Elements, Essence, and Reality of the Body of Christ.” Let us start with the
elements of the Body of Christ. The first item is the processed Triune God, who is the
divine element (Eph. 4:4-6). The church is different from all organizations because
it possesses the divine element of the processed Triune God. This Triune God passed
through incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection in order to enter into the members
of Christ that they might be the elements of the Body of Christ (John 20:22).

God is holy, righteous, and glorious. In order to enter into us, the filthy sinners,
He first became flesh and put on a body of flesh and blood that He might be crucified
for us and shed His blood to make propitiation for our sins and satisfy the righteous
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requirement of God’s law. He also resurrected to become the life-giving Spirit so that
He might get into all who believe in Him and call upon Him. When we obtain Him in
this way, He becomes our life element and life constituent within us.

Now this Triune God who has entered into us, the members of Christ, has not only
become our life element and constituent, but also exists together, lives together, and
mingles with us who are the members of the Body of Christ (Rom. 8:9-11; Gal. 2:20a).
Some of us did have these experiences. Before we were saved and had the divine life
and divine constituent in us, we frequently quarreled with our spouse. Such arguments
were usually intensified and strengthened by reasonings as they went on. After we
believed in the Lord Jesus and the divine element of the Triune God entered into us, He
often stopped us just when we were about to start an argument. This is because the
Lord Jesus, in whom we have believed, came into us to be our divine element. Whereas
once we were a cup full of bitter water, now the bitterness is diminishing and the
water is being sweetened by the addition of the “lemon” and “honey.”

The Tripartite Man Regenerated by God—the Human Element

The second item of the elements of the Body of Christ is the tripartite man
regenerated by God as the human element (1 Cor. 1:2a). Each one of us who was
saved and belongs to the Body of Christ possesses these two elements or constituents,
that is, the divine constituent and the human constituent. Moreover, we human beings
regenerated by God have three parts: the spirit, the soul, and the body. First, God
comes into our spirit to regenerate it (John 3:5-6; Titus 3:5); then, He spreads into
our soul that it may be renewed and transformed (Rom. 12:2a; Eph. 4:23; 2 Cor. 3:18);
and finally, He saturates our body that it may be transfigured and glorified (Phil 3:21;
Rom. 8:30). Thus, our tripartite being and the Triune God are fully mingled as one
(Eph. 4:4-6). The processed Triune God is the divine constituent, and the tripartite
being who has been possessed by God is the human constituent. When these two
constituents are mingled, they become the constituents of the Body of Christ.

The Triune God Being Mingled with the Tripartite Man

to Become a Hybrid Entity
The mingling of the divine element of the Triune God and the human element of
the tripartite man can be likened to the blending of lemon and honey with water to

make lemonade. The issue of the Triune God entering into and mingling with us, the
tripartite man, is that we become one with the Triune God (John 17:21a, 23a) and
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are one spirit with the Triune God (1 Cor. 6:17) as a hybrid entity of divinity and
humanity blended together. Every saved person is a hybrid of divinity and humanity
mingled together. The dual nature of this hybrid is the divine with the human. Though
we are human beings, we have God within us. Since God and man have become one
entity, we are the God-men. This hybrid entity of God mingled with man is just the
Triune God, who possesses divinity with humanity, mingled with the tripartite man,
who possesses humanity with divinity (Rom. 8:6, 10-11). Because our God passed
through incarnation, He possesses divinity with humanity; and because God entered
into us at the time of our salvation and regeneration, we possess humanity with
divinity. Whether it is divinity with humanity or humanity with divinity, both include
the dual nature of God and man and thus result in a hybrid of divinity and humanity.

Further, the hybrid issuing from the mingling of divinity with humanity is
a matter of divinity being begotten in humanity, living in humanity, and being
expressed in humanity; it is also a matter of humanity being begotten by divinity,
living by divinity, and expressing divinity (1 Tim. 3:15b-16). Divinity being begotten
in humanity, living in humanity, and being expressed in humanity refers to the Lord
Jesus as God incarnate. Humanity being begotten by divinity, living by divinity, and
expressing divinity points to the Body of Christ, which is constituted by persons
who have been regenerated by God. This hybrid of the mingling of God and man
eventually becomes an organism in which God is life to man and man has God as life
(John 15:1, 5). This is the church, the Body of Christ.

THE ESSENCE OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
The Spirit Being the Essence of the Triune God

Let us now continue with the second major point, the essence of the Body of Christ.
The Spirit as the essence of the Triune God has become the essence of the Body of Christ
(Eph. 4:4). Hence, the essence of the Body of Christ is the Spirit, who is the consummation
of the processed Triune God (John 7:39; Rev. 22:17a). The Triune God—the Father, the
Son, and the Spirit—are all in this all-inclusive and consummated Spirit. Further, the Spirit,
through regeneration, has brought the processed Triune God into the Body of Christ, that
is, into us the regenerated persons (John 3:5-6, 29; Eph. 4:5-6). Besides this, the Spirit as
the processed and consummated God, containing divinity and humanity, the all-inclusive
death of Christ, and His surpassing resurrection, became not only the element of the Body
of Christ but also its essence (cf. Exo. 30:23-25). Both the element and essence of the Body
of Christ are this all-inclusive Spirit, who is the ultimate consummation of the Triune
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God. The Spirit, who is in the Body of Christ, is the Body’s element on the one hand and
its essence on the other hand. This may be likened to the addition of the constituent and
element of lemon to water by adding lemon juice into water. Such a particular constituent
and element contain an essence, which may be called lemon extract. This essence of lemon
extract comes from the constituent and element of the lemon.

The Capacities of the Essence of the Body of Christ

The Spirit as the essence of the Triune God has now become the essence of
the Body of Christ, and there are certain precious capacities associated with
this essence. Each essence has its own capacities. For instance, a lemon has the
constituent and element of lemon, and within that constituent and element is an
essence called lemon extract. This lemon extract possesses a capacity to soothe
our throats. Another example is the various types of antibiotics with their different
constituents and element and thus their different essences. Each essence brings
about a different capacity to cure a different disease.

The Spirit, who is the essence of the Triune God as well as the consummated Triune
God Himself, became not only the element but also the essence of the Body of Christ.
Such an essence also possesses its own capacities. First, the essence of the Body of
Christ contains the divinity of the Triune God with the capacity to supply the divine life
(Phil. 1:19). The Spirit as the essence of the Triune God becoming the essence of the
Body of Christ is able to supply God’s life and nature into us. This is His capacity. Second,
the essence of the Body of Christ contains the excelling humanity with the capacity
to supply the same excelling humanity to us (2 Cor. 4:16). The humanity of the Lord
Jesus is high and excelling. He possesses not only a rich divinity but also a surpassing
humanity. We can clearly see this in the Gospels’ record of His feeding the crowd with
five loaves and two fishes (Matt. 14:14-21). A great crowd gathered in the wilderness
one evening and had nothing to eat. After the Lord received the five loaves and two
fishes from the disciples, He ordered the people to sit down in rows. Then He looked up
to heaven, blessed and broke the food, and gave it to the people. After the crowd ate and
was full, He charged the disciples to gather the leftovers, which eventually filled twelve
baskets. Here we can see that while the Lord richly supplied the people in His rich
divinity, He did not waste anything but cherished what God had blessed. What a high
and excelling humanity this is! When we were saved, the Lord Jesus not only delivered
us from sin; He also entered into us to be our life and to supply us with His excelling
humanity in order that our own humanity may be transformed and uplifted.
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Third, the essence of the Body of Christ contains the all-inclusive death of
Christ, with the capacity to put to death the negative things (Rom. 8:13b). Just as
antibiotics possess germ-Kkilling essences, the all-inclusive death of Christ is able to
kill all the negative things in us. The redemption accomplished by Christ through His
cross two thousand years ago can now be applied to us through His eternal Spirit.
The effectiveness of His death is operative in us because the Spirit of His essence
contains the all-inclusive death of Christ, and this Spirit is now in us. When He
operates in us, this Spirit contains the capacity to kill all the negative things and will
put to death all the negative “germs” in us, much like antibiotics.

Fourth, the essence of the Body of Christ also contains the surpassing
resurrection of Christ with the surpassing capacity of resurrection (Phil. 3:10a).
Although we often feel sorrowful and depressed in our Christian life, whenever
we look to the Lord and fellowship with Him, there is a kind of inner surpassing
power which simply carries us through our situations. Such surpassing power is the
resurrection of Christ in us becoming our surpassing essence. The resurrection of
Christ raised Him from Hades, and He ascended into the heavens to be far above all.
Now this surpassing resurrection in the Spirit, who has become the essence of the
Body of Christ, enables us to participate in its capacity in the same Body.

THE REALITY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
The Spirit of the Reality of the Triune God

The third major point concerns the reality of the Body of Christ. We have already
indicated that reality refers to the real condition of persons and things. The Body
of Christ is the church today, and all of its reality is the Spirit of the reality of the
consummated Triune God. The reality of the processed Triune God is His consummated
Spirit of reality (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1 John 5:6). The reality of all that the Triune
God is, has, and can do is simply this Spirit of reality. The reality of the death and
resurrection which the Triune God passed through is also this Spirit of reality.

The Spirit of reality makes everything of the processed Triune God
a reality in the Body of Christ

Furthermore, this Spirit of reality makes everything of the processed Triune God
a reality in the Body of Christ (John 16:13-15). It is this same Spirit of reality who
makes all the riches of the Triune God, which are just His reality, possible and real
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in the Body of Christ. All that the processed Triune God is, including righteousness,
holiness, life, light, power, grace, and all the divine attributes, are realized by this
Spirit of reality to be the real attributes of the Body of Christ (Rom. 15:16b; 14:17;
Eph. 3:16). Originally, such righteousness, holiness, life, light, power, and grace were
merely God’s attributes; now these attributes have been realized in the church by
the Spirit in the Body of Christ. The church therefore possesses the reality of the
divine attributes, such as righteousness, holiness, life, light, power, and grace.

Furthermore, all that the Triune God experienced, including incarnation,
crucifixion, and resurrection, are likewise realized by this Spirit of reality to be the
real experiences of the Body of Christ. Originally, it was the Triune God who was
incarnated, crucified, and resurrected. But when the Spirit of reality came, He made
these experiences of the Triune God real in us as our real experiences. Because
of this we can live a normal human life on the earth today. We can deal with the
negative matters which befall us by the capacity of the death of Christ. We do not
lose our temper, nor do we blame or rebuke others, because the death of Christ is
realized in us through the Spirit of reality. Moreover, the Spirit with the resurrection
of Christ works in us to enable us to love and forgive others. These are all examples
of how the experiences of the Triune God Himself have been realized in the church
by the Spirit of reality to be the real experiences of the church. This is the Spirit of
the reality of the Triune God becoming the reality of the Body of Christ.

THE ESSENCE AND REALITY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
BEING ALTOGETHER MATTERS OF THE SPIRIT
OF THE PROCESSED AND CONSUMMATED TRIUNE GOD

Finally, we need to see conclusively that both the essence and the reality of the
Body of Christ are altogether matters of the Spirit of the processed and consummated
Triune God. Whether essence or reality, it is all a matter of this Spirit. The Spirit is
the reality of the essence as well as the essence to which the reality belongs. Essence
emphasizes the inward substance, while reality emphasizes the outward realization.
Because the Spirit is the inward substance of the Body of Christ, He is also its outward
realization. Both the inward essence and substance and the outward reality and
realization are of the Spirit. This Spirit is the secret to all that the Triune God is to the
Body of Christ. For instance, the secret to God’s loving the Body of Christ, sanctifying
it, and strengthening it, is with the Spirit of reality. It is the Spirit of reality who makes
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God’s love real in the Body of Christ, so that it may be sanctified and strengthened.
This Spirit of reality is the processed Triune God Himself as well as the totality of
all the attributes of the processed Triune God. If we have this Spirit, we have all the
attributes of the processed Triune God, such as love, light, mercy, righteousness,
holiness, life, power, and grace. Furthermore, the Spirit is also the effectiveness of all
the processes of the processed Triune God. Incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection
all have their effectiveness, and their effectiveness is just the Spirit of essence and
reality. The effectiveness of both the death and resurrection of Christ is displayed in
us who possess this Spirit of essence and reality.

OUR WHOLE PERSON BEING TURNED TO AND SET ON
THE JOINED SPIRIT AND LIVING ACCORDING TO IT

This Spirit now dwells in our regenerated Spirit and is joined to our spirit as one
spirit (Rom. 8:9-11a; 1 Cor. 6:17). He is not only in us but also joined with our spirit
to become one spirit with us. We must therefore exercise to turn our whole being
to this joined spirit and set our mind on it (Rom. 8:6b). Do not place your mind
on frivolous matters; set it on the spirit by turning your entire being to this joined
spirit. We should also live and walk according to this joined spirit (Rom. 8:4). We
must speak, do things, treat others, and deal with matters according to this joined
spirit. We should talk to our family members in our home life according to this spirit.
When we live in this joined spirit, we will be able to live out the Body of Christ and
become His corporate expression (Eph. 1:23).

(A message given by Brother Witness Lee on April 13, 1990, in Taipei, Taiwan.)
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CHAPTER EIGHT
THE LIVING IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

Scripture Reading: Eph. 5:23; Col. 3:4a, 11b; 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 1:23; Phil. 3:14; Eph.
4:43a; 1 John 5:6; Phil. 4:12b; Rom. 15:13; 6:6; 8:13b; Gal. 5:24; Eph. 2:6a; Phil. 3:10a; 1
John 5:11-12; Rom. 9:11b; Gal. 2:16a; Phil. 1:19-21a; Rom. 12:5

OUTLINE

[. Taking Christ as its Head, life, content, principal object,
center, and goal:

A.As its Head, life, and content—Eph. 5:23; Col. 3:4a, 11b:

1.Concerning Christ as the source and element of His Body.
2.Referring to the origin and being of the Body of Christ.

B.As its principal object, center, and goal—1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 1:23;
Phil. 3:14:

1.Concerning Christ as the meaning and expression of His Body.

2.Referring to the capacity and function of the Body of Christ.

I[I. Having the Spirit as its essence and reality, and taking the
Spirit as its secret and effectiveness:

A.As its essence and reality—Eph. 4:4a; 1 John 5:6:

1. Concerning the inward nature and the real outward state of the Body of Christ.
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2.Referring to the inward being and the outward manifestation of the
Body of Christ.

B.As its secret and effectiveness—Phil. 4:12b; Rom. 15:13:
1.Concerning the skill and ability of the Body of Christ.
2.Referring to the skillfulness and achievements of the Body of Christ.

[II. Taking the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ as its regulation:
A.Being regulated in the negative aspect by the crucifixion of Christ:

1.0ur crucifixion with Christ being an accomplished fact—realized
through divine revelation—Rom. 6:6.

2.0ur crucifixion with Christ being the day-to-day experience that we
that should have—enjoyed through the effectiveness of the Spirit—
Rom. 8:13b; Gal. 5:24.

B.Being regulated in the positive aspect by the resurrection of Christ:
1.0ur resurrection with Christ being an accomplished fact—Eph. 2:6a.
2.0ur resurrection with Christ being the day-to-day experience that we

should have—Phil. 3:10a.
[V. Taking life and the Body as the principle:

A.Taking life as the principle:

1.Taking the inward life of God, which is just Christ as the embodiment
of God, as the principle—1 John 5:11-12.

2.Not taking the outward conduct and morality of man as the
principle—Rom. 9:11b; Gal. 2:16a.

B.Taking the Body as the principle:
1.Every member living Christ out by the Spirit of life—Phil. 1:19-21a.

2.Living corporately and coordinating to live out the Body of Christ to
be the fullness of Christ to express Him—Rom. 12:5; Eph. 1:23.
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In the last message, we saw the elements, essence, and reality of the Body
of Christ. Now based on that, we are going to speak about the living of the Body
of Christ. We all know that the living of human beings, birds, beasts, or cattle is
according to the element and essence of its life. Birds fly in the air because they have
the essence and capacity of flying. Cats catch mice and dogs bark because they each
have their respective essence and capacity.

THE TRIUNE GOD AND THE BODY OF CHRIST

Ephesians 4:4 through 6 may be considered the most profound verses in the
entire Bible. They say, “One Body and one Spirit, as also you were called in one hope
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and in all.” Here there are seven “ones,” which are divided
into three groups. The first three items, one Body, one Spirit, and one hope, form the
first group. The second three items, one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, form the
second group. Lastly, one God and Father of all is the third group. Although these
three verses are short, they are very mysterious, revealing to us that the Triune
God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—is related to the Body of Christ.

One Body, One Spirit, and One Hope

These verses first mention “one Body”; this is then followed by the “one Spirit.” This
Spirit is the essence and reality of the Body of Christ. The essence is contained within
and the reality is expressed without. The Spirit of the Triune God is the essence within
the Body of Christ and the reality manifested without. This causes the Body to have a
hope, which is regeneration and saturation by the Spirit unto the manifestation of the
glory of God. This glory is our hope in the future (Col. 1:27). Every saved person has
been born of the Spirit and has obtained the Spirit, who is the essence and reality of
the Body of Christ. This Spirit wants to saturate us within continuously, to completely
saturate our tripartite being so that we would eventually manifest the glory of divinity.

The worldly people live in this world without hope and without God. When they
are young, they desire to get into good schools; after graduation, they desire to go
abroad to study, and then get a good job, find a good mate, have a family and business,
and raise children. But eventually they still cannot escape becoming old, suffering
illnesses, and finally dying. Then all their hopes are over. However, we are not like
this. We have a glorious hope because within us we have the Spirit, who is the essence
and reality of the Triune God, saturating us continuously. When the Lord comes back,
He will be manifested from within us to bring us together with Him into glory.
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One Lord, One Faith, and One Baptism

Beside this, there is also one Lord, that is, the Son in the divine Trinity. He came
to be our life. This life became our element within, that is, the element of the Body of
Christ. The Spirit is the essence of this Body as something within; He is also the reality
of this Body as something without. The Lord is the element of this Body. Furthermore,
there are also “one faith, one baptism.” Originally we were all in Adam; our element was
the element of Adam, the element of death, not the element of life. We were all dead in
Adam. Strictly speaking, in Adam people are not living daily, but dying daily. A man’s age
is like savings in the bank. In the beginning you make a deposit, and then you continue to
write checks. Your savings gradually decrease, and eventually there is nothing left and it
is finished. When human beings live one day, they lose one day; when they live one year,
they lose one year. This is the situation in Adam, where Adam is taken as the element.
But when we believed in the Lord and were baptized into water, our old man was buried
and the element which came from Adam was terminated. The Israelites crossing the
Red Sea is a type of baptism. Once they crossed the Red Sea, their relationship with
Egypt was severed. Similarly, through baptism we were severed from the element of
Adam. Therefore, baptism is a termination, a severance; believing is an entering in and
a joining. When we believed and were baptized, we came out of Adam; at the same time,
we entered into Christ and were united to Christ. Hence, within us we have another life,
which is a new life, a new element. The old life is the life of Adam, the element of Adam;
the new one is Christ as life, Christ as the element. From this element of Christ comes
the essence and reality of the Spirit. This implies that from Christ as the element of the
Body of Christ comes the Spirit as the essence and reality of the Body of Christ.

We have said that the church is different from any human association. The
church has God; an association does not have God. Hence, this church which has God
becomes a Body, an organism, of Christ. Because a human association does not have
life as the element, it will never become an organism. However, if there is no element
of Christ in the church, but only the element of Adam, it is still not the organic Body
of Christ. Although we have already been baptized, there is still the possibility that
we remain in Adam and have Adam as the element, instead of the element of Christ.
This then is not the church. Therefore, we must accept the dealing of the cross to
deal with our old man and naturalness; we should let Adam go and let Christ come
out. We are living a human life, yet we speak by Christ and even speak the word of
Christ. When everyone is like this, we are the genuine church, because it is Christ
who is the life and element here.
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One God and Father of All

We have already been baptized, have come out of Adam and believed into Christ,
and have been joined to Christ; hence, Christ is our life, our element; He is our Lord.
Our Lord is our life. Therefore, these verses speak of one Body, one Spirit, and also
one Lord. Finally, in addition, there is the one God and Father of all. Everything has
its source. The source of the Body of Christ is the Father. Ephesians 4 does not only
say one God, but one God and Father. This Father is the source, the source of the
Body of Christ. The Lord is the element of the Body of Christ; the Spirit is the essence
and reality of the Body of Christ; and the Father is the source of the Body of Christ.
This Father is not only over all, through all, but also in all. He is one, yet He can be
in three places at the same time—above, in the midst, and within. This is mingling.
He is not only above us, but also through us, and even within us. This is the Triune
God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

THE FOUR ASPECTS OF THE RELATIONSHIP
IN THE LIVING IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

Now we need to see the living in the Body of Christ. This living has four aspects in
its relationship. The first aspect is the relationship with Christ. The living in the Body
of Christ has Christ as the Head, life, content, principal object, center, and goal, because
Christ is the element of this Body. The second aspect is the relationship with the
Spirit. The living in the Body of Christ has the Spirit as the essence, reality, secret, and
effectiveness, because the Spirit is the inward essence and the expressed reality of this
Body. The third aspect is the relationship with the death and resurrection of Christ. The
living in the Body of Christ takes the death and resurrection of Christ as the regulation.
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Every organism has its regulation, which cannot be violated. If we would live the life of
the Body of Christ, we need to be in resurrection by the Spirit and through the cross.
The fourth aspect is the relationship with life and the Body. Life and the Body are taken
as the principle. The principle of the living in the Body of Christ is life, not behavior;
and it is corporate, not individualistic. The combination of all these four aspects of
relationship is the living in the Body of Christ, the Christian life, and also the church life.

Therefore, we see here that the living in the Body of Christ has four aspects
to its relationship: Christ as the element, the Spirit as the essence, the death and
resurrection as the regulation, and life and the Body as the principle. I can testify to
you that I am alive until today because of the grace of God and also because I kept
the regulation and principle of the body; hence, my body is still healthy. There is
a lot to this matter. The living in the Body of Christ has its basic element, intrinsic
essence, extrinsic reality, and also its regulation and principle. We live not only by
the element, essence, and reality in this Body, but also within the regulation and
principle of this living, being ruled and controlled by it.

THE LIVING IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

Taking Christ as Its Head, Life, Content,
Principal Object, Center, and Goal

The first aspect in the relationship of the Body of Christ is its relationship with
Christ. Christ is the center of the Triune God. Among the persons of the Triune God—
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—He is also the center. The Body of this Christ,
who is the center of the Triune God, surely takes Him as its Head. We are all under
the authority of Christ as the Head; He is our Head, our life. The living of the Body
of Christ takes Christ as the Head, life, and content (Eph. 5:23; Col. 3:4a, 11b); this
concerns Christ as the source and element of His Body and refers to the origin and
being of the Body of Christ. Moreover, this living takes Christ as the principal object,
the center, and the goal (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 1:23; Phil. 3:14). This concerns Christ as
the meaning and expression of His Body and refers to the capacity and function of
the Body of Christ. This shows that the Body of Christ is meaningful and active.

If an endeavoring person takes himself as the principal object and center,
eventually he will hurt others. But if one is endeavoring yet does not center on
himself, but on the goal of his endeavoring, he will benefit society and the country.
All of us were made for God. If we, after getting saved, are not for God, but for

God’s Masterpiece - Page 69



AHEBT, MEAMNAERTHEABDLIH T HTATHRMN
ABmEH, ZMGKLRALE, NERLE, 4R, PO
BAREE, EEMNGBARECLET, BEABTFEROGER
REE, b2 LR, SRXNMEBZBESY, &
— /AR G LG AR, X B a9 AR — A 24K,
FoABAR, AALEAC, ABERXAFHKRG IR, P
A B AR, B KA B AR AR B AR ) A8 AR
B e B AR. KRN T e L rble Tk Ak B AN 26
Mg Feh Bl EHAKMITINBEELEF,
DIRRAETR, AFEIF,

HAbik, KAk

B, ABEARAFS @I RE, RUNZHNEAR,
HEIR, AWMk, ARKAR. AFM, AFF (hw4a k|
HERT) RXTAEABESRAEGBRRBISEG AL, #
BEBESERAEGITAZ, RINEWNEIR, HHRBHAA
CRENER, R TFIHER, KMNMEABFRZEAHA
ER, ZMETIHER, HRIZAXE RO ER. &AM
WERANR, BMNTFHGETRLIZLNRR. TR
XA, RAMFLA LRy KB, SV AEGER AR
8 Ao

BEMNMANENZERAL TN ERFBRRIA R, AL R
B, RMNAZARE B, LR H, Kz E. &
AERMNE2EALKMNGER, L&NZ2ERI T, AKX
MABRHEFORF. THREBOLIE, B2, WA
PR, REISEGEN. AREZNEHERF, AHELLH
TEME—ZPIT, RRARBIE, AFHFIK B4, 2
AR, @I AR ER, AR, BB R
K. ZIRGRHL, KRMBRGA, BREHEHEK, (K
214, ) RRARBEZIRZHA, KM TFREF K69 LB
—#, ALERE, BMNEEZELRHEIZLH, FEISD
A EEH R,

EBIRGAEFTLRZ AN R AME, Hzik. (HW
12TF, Z+213. ) BERMEAE QA EEIRGIRR,
AR BT FARAE FA ok ft, XA X TEBHIKG

3082 #HBRIARIE -5 70 BT

ourselves, we are really pitiful and without hope. Therefore, for us Christians, our
Head is Christ, our content is Christ, our principal object and center are also Christ,
and even our goal is Christ. Because the nature of the Body of Christ is Christ, this
causes its capacity also to be Christ. Today in the church, all of us are members of the
Body of Christ. This Body of Christ has a principal object, a center, and a goal, which
is Christ Himself. Because Christ is the principal object, the center, and the goal of
the Body of Christ, we the members should also take Christ as our principal object,
our center, and our goal. In this way we can give Him the opportunity to manifest the
capacity and function within His nature. This is the church life that we have.

Taking the Spirit as Its Essence, Reality,
Secret, and Effectiveness

The second aspect in the relationship of the Body of Christ is its relationship with
the Spirit as its essence, reality, secret, and effectiveness. The essence and the reality
(Eph. 4:4a; 1 John 5:6) are related to the intrinsic nature and the outward condition
of the Body of Christ. They refer to the intrinsic being and the outward manifestation
of the Body of Christ. Every matter has an intrinsic nature and an outward reality.
There is an essence within us Christians, and the reality we manifest without should
be the living out of this essence. Our essence is the Spirit, and the reality we live
out should also be the Spirit. If we are not like this, we are “low-grade” Christians,
lacking the intrinsic essence and the outward condition.

Since our intrinsic essence and outward reality are the Spirit, who is the pneumatic
Christ, we should have fellowship with Him, allowing Him to fill us and saturate us. He
is within us as our essence, saturating us so that there is the manifestation without
as the reality of our Christian life. This then is the intrinsic being and the outward
manifestation of the Body of Christ, the church. In this age today, what human society
needs is a lamp which shines brightly. The Body of Christ, the church, filled with the
Spirit within and manifesting the reality of Christ without, can shine this light to
illuminate this dark age. The Lord Jesus said that we who belong to Him are the light of
the world (Matt. 5:14). We are able to illuminate those who are in darkness. We cannot
be like general Christianity, having just a name yet not the substance. We need to be
filled with the Spirit within so that we can live Christ out.

The living of the Body of Christ also takes the Spirit as its secret and its
effectiveness (Phil. 4:12b; Rom. 15:13). The Spirit, who is our inward essence and
outward reality, is also the secret and effectiveness of our practice of the Body life.
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This concerns the skill and ability of the Body of Christ and refers to the skillfulness
and achievements of the Body of Christ. We should not think that it is merely in
our work that we need superior skill and capabilities; even in living the life of the
Body of Christ, we also need technique and skills. Sometimes due to our lack of skill
in speaking, we offend a lot of people and ruin matters. This is due to our lack of
technique and skill in speaking. It is not simple to be a Christian. Before we were
saved, we took our own way; after we are saved, we are bound together with Christ.
Our living is like a three-legged race. We are regulated and restricted by Him in
every aspect. If we are not wise and are short of technique and skill in our living, we
will feel awkward and clumsy. But if we have the Spirit as the secret, knowing how
to follow Christ, we will become happy and comfortable.

Immediately after some couples get married, during their honeymoon, they are sweet to
one another. But after a few days, the real situation is exposed and they get into an argument.
At that time they need to learn about each other and pick up some skill in conversing
with each other in their daily living so that they may know how to speak, how to express
themselves, and even how to be upset. Some get divorced simply because they do not have
the skill to conduct themselves and they do not know the technique of being a human being.
We who have God have the Spirit within us, who is our technique. Sometimes situations
may arise in a home. If we are in our spirit, we would know how to speak and how to handle
the situations; and in most cases, this could calm the wind and the waves. It is the same in
the church life. Many times some things are not necessary. The unnecessary arguments and
friction are due to our lack of the Spirit as the secret; there is no tactfulness nor refined skill
in our living. This phrase refined skill implies beauty. Our living needs refined skill in order
to be beautiful. If our behavior has this refined skill, our living will be full of merit.

If we can take the Spirit as the secret of our living, our behavior will be skillful,
and we will not have arguments or discord. Our living will surely be full of merit.
Therefore, in the living in the Body of Christ, in our speaking and in coping with
situations, we need to have much prayer, receive more of the Spirit, allow more of
the cross of Christ to break us, and live more by the resurrection of Christ. By doing
this, our living in the Body of Christ will be full of skill and merit.

Taking the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ as Its Regulation

For this reason, in the living of the Body of Christ we need to take the crucifixion
and resurrection of Christ as the regulation. On the negative side, we take the
crucifixion of Christ as the regulation; on the positive side, we take the resurrection
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of Christ as the regulation. When we speak, we need to accept the dealing and
regulation of the cross of Christ. Through this regulation, we will know how we
should speak and what should be spoken or not spoken. Besides accepting the
regulation of the crucifixion of Christ, we still need to know the resurrection of
Christ and take the resurrection of Christ as the positive regulation. Christ who lives
within us is not quiet and inactive; He is active and purposeful within us. He is not
acting within us in a vigorous way, but is operating quietly yet powerfully within us.
His operation is the power of His resurrection. If we go along with His operation, His
resurrection power will come and cause us to be transcendent and victorious.

Today people are in a situation of bondage, living a life of oppression every day.
Hence, we need the resurrection power, and Christ within us is this resurrection
power. If we go along with Him, we can transcend all the circumstances and will not
be under any oppression. On the one hand, through the crucifixion of the cross, we
filter out everything that the Lord is not pleased with; on the other hand, we enjoy
the transcendence of the resurrection of Christ. In Philippians 3:10 Paul says, “To
know Him and the power of His resurrection...being conformed to His death.” Paul
was asking and praying in this way, so we should also ask and pray in this way so
that we will not be under the oppression of any of our circumstances; rather, we can
transcend and carry out the living of the Body of Christ.

Our co-crucifixion with Christ is an accomplished fact; this is realized through
divine revelation (Rom. 6:6). Our co-crucifixion with Christ should also be our
moment-by-moment experience; this is enjoyed through the effectiveness of the
Spirit (Rom. 8:13b; Gal. 5:24). Hymn #631 says, “If I'd know Christ’s risen power, I
must ever love the cross; Life from death alone arises; There’s no gain except by loss.”
We should have this prayer daily so that we may have this experience every moment.
On the other hand, according to the New Testament revelation, our co-resurrection
with Christ is also an accomplished fact (Eph. 2:6a). We were crucified together with
Christ, and we were also resurrected together with Christ. Hence, to be resurrected
together with Christ should also be our experience every moment (Phil. 3:10a). It is
through this experience of resurrection that we can be conformed to His death.

Taking Life and the Body as the Principle

The fourth aspect of the living of the Body of Christ is that of taking life and the Body as
the principle. We have already mentioned that in the living of every kind of life there is its
definite regulation and principle. The principle of the living of the Body of Christ is nothing
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other than life and the Body. To take life as the principle is to take the intrinsic life of God,
which is Christ as the embodiment of God (1 John 5:11-12), and not man’s outward conduct
and morality (Rom. 9:11b; Gal. 2:16a), as the principle. You should never have the thought
that since now you are saved and are a Christian, you should take good conduct and a good
moral standard as your principle. It should not be like that. That is not the living that the
Body of Christ should have; that is just a living according to human goodness. We Christians
are regenerated in our spirit; thus, we have life, not morality, as the principle. We have to
live Christ out, not morality. Our taking Christ as life as the principle of our living should
be with gentleness, politeness, honor to our parents, humility, and patience; yet all these
should be the living out of Christ from within us by the Spirit, and not something worked
out by our own striving and effort. Therefore, we love Christ and draw near to Christ. The
Spirit of Christ fills us within so that from within us Christ may be lived out as all these
virtues. Honoring others is Christ; love is Christ; forbearing is Christ; humility and patience
are also Christ. All our virtues are the living out of Christ from our spirit.

Furthermore, our living also takes the Body as its principle. We all are the members
of the Body of Christ. Each member lives Christ out by the Spirit of life (Phil. 1:19-
21a). At the same time, we live corporately, not individualistically. Whether the living
of an individual member is good or bad relates just to that member himself, not the
Body. Only by a corporate living and a living out of Christ in coordination will we have
the living of the Body of Christ, which will be the fullness of Christ for expressing Him
(Rom. 12:5; Eph. 1:23). Therefore, our normal living should have the consciousness of
the Body of Christ. Any living that is not joined to the Body of Christ does not have the
consciousness of the Body of Christ. We should accept the regulation of the Body of
Christ in order to live out the life that has the Body of Christ as the principle.

(A message given by Brother Witness Lee on April 14, 1990, in Taipei, Taiwan.)
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CHAPTER NINE
THE SERVICE OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

Scripture Reading: Rom. 12:1, 5; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rom. 15:16; Eph. 4:11-12; Acts 2:36; 2
Cor. 4:5a; Acts 13:2; 1:8; Matt. 28:18-19; Acts 4:31b; 1 Cor. 2:4; Acts 6:10; 11:18; Rom.
12:4; 1 Cor. 12:7, 11; John 21:15-17; 1 Cor. 14:1, 3-5, 12, 24, 31; Eph. 4:16; 1 Pet. 2:2;
Col. 1:28-29

OUTLINE
[. Being the service of the New Testament priesthood of the
gospel—1 Pet. 2:5, 9:

A.Being centered on the preaching of the gospel to save sinners and
offer them as sacrifices to God—Rom. 15:16.

B.The goal being to build up the Body of Christ—Eph. 4:11-12.

I[I. Taking Christ as the Lord—Acts 2:36; 2 Cor. 4:5a; Acts
13:2:

A.According to Christ’s heart’s desire.

B.For Christ’s purpose.

[1I. Taking the Holy Spirit as power and authority—Acts 1:8;
Matt. 28:18-19:

A.Preaching the Word of God by the power of the Spirit—Acts 4:31b;
1 Cor. 2:4; Acts 6:10.
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RER WG E4—i+—18, B.Dispensing life by the Spirit—Acts 11:18.
2 OUAFRAEHE—F+=5: IV. Taking the Body as the means—Rom. 12:5:
— AABMHEFEA—F+ =4, KiT+=7, 11,  A.Every member participating in service—Rom. 12:4; 1 Cor. 12:7, 11.
— EFHRemEBF, mAH FARAKRKE R —  B.Being the corporate service of the Body in the coordination of the

¥+ = 5: Body—Rom. 12:5:
1 #gtesd, BEEA—F T E 16, 1.Preaching the gospel to save sinners—Rom. 15:16.
2 REEWNFE, FHRAEZHFH —H—— 2.Feeding the Lord’s lambs and shepherding the Lord’s flock—John
15~ 17, 21:15-17.
3 maeti, BRAFNFHR—ha 11 ~12, 3.Perfecting the saints to build up the Body of Christ—Eph. 4:11-12.
4 wETAEHE, ERBZL—MHITTW1, 3~ 4.Prophesying, speaking for the Lord, to build up the church—1 Cor.
5, 12, 24, 31, 14:1, 3-5, 12, 24, 31.
= SR EE—HERENT, HEEE—RKZ CThe Body building itself up through every joint of the supply and
Reg AR, edikn g k—hm 16, through every functioning member—Eph. 4:16.
1 HRFRAFRBETRAREG =T V. The three steps of offering by the priests of the gospel in
the Body:
— KFAELEMKEAP—EAT =9 TF, 5, ALeading sinners to salvation and offering them as sacrifices to
¥+ A 16, God—1 Pet. 2:9b, 5b; Rom. 15:16.
RARGA, MK K, ¥ A T/EELESK  B.Nourishing the believers so that they may grow up and present
H5m—ikar=—2, ¥+=—1, themselves as living sacrifices to God—1 Pet. 2:2; Rom. 12:1.
= H»EHY, AeaeEE, K¥ X244 AL ClLlaboring and struggling in all wisdom to present every one of the
B E o ey hk 5AP— — 28 ~ 29, saints full grown in Christ—Col. 1:28-29.
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Prayer: O Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You from the depths of our being.
You have blessed the previous three meetings, and now You have brought us to
this meeting tonight. As You have given us a glorious beginning and a glorious
continuation, do grant us a glorious conclusion, so that we may see a blessing from
You greater than what we have witnessed on the previous evenings. We pray that
You would speak to us again and release to us the wonders in Your Word. Cleanse us
with Your blood and anoint us with Your holy ointment. Anoint the speaker as well
as the hearers. Anoint every one in this meeting so that we may all receive a supply
from You. Lord Jesus, glorify Yourself and sanctify Your holy name. Lord, we exalt
You, we worship You, and we joyfully praise You. Amen.

THE SERVICE OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
BEING ORGANIC AS WELL AS PARTICULAR

This is the last meeting. In the previous three meetings, we saw the origin of the
Body of Christ, the elements, essence, and reality of the Body of Christ, and the living
of the Body of Christ. Now we want to consider the service of the Body of Christ.
The Body of Christ is an organism with its origin, its constituents, its elements, the
essence in its constituents, and its reality which is manifested without. All these
things spontaneously produce a certain kind of living.

In the previous message, we said that the living of the Body of Christ takes Christ
as the Head, the life, and the center, and the Spirit as the essence and the reality, the
crucifixion and resurrection of Christ as the rule, and life and the Body as the principle.
[ believe that we have all seen this and have received an amount of help from it. We now
come to see the service of the Body of Christ. Although the word service is common, it
is not a simple matter. According to its proper meaning, it is better to render this word
as ministry. In common terms, a ministry means a special assignment. This is like a mail
carrier who has been particularly sent to accomplish a special goal.

Although outstanding results are yet to be seen after four or five years of struggling
and striving, the practice of the new way is becoming more and more apparent each day.
This morning we had a meeting with the new ones who came in through the spread of our
gospelization work. Among the two thousand attendants, over thirteen hundred people
were saved within the past year in different towns and villages. They are the fruit borne by
our gospel teams that have gone out. This work of spreading the gospel in the countryside
is truly a special assignment. For the past fifteen months, since January a year ago, our
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brothers and sisters have gone to the countryside with a commission. They have been
farming laboriously by sowing in tears. Now they are bringing in their sheaves with joy.

[ sat there watching them meeting and singing. They did not look like new
believers, but like professionals who knew how to sing, smile, and express
themselves. | was deeply touched by them. I could tell from their testimonies that
some were older, and others were younger; some were highly educated, while others
were not; some were rough, and others were refined. Such a variety of people was
simply too wonderful. This is the fruit of the new way. There was not even a hint of
Christianity among them. They were living, organic, spiritual, and full of life. This
is why I feel that since the Body of Christ is a living organism, its service must be
living and organic. If we as the members of Christ can neither laugh or weep, jump
or shout, it is difficult for our service to be effectual. Only when we are living can
we serve successfully. When we are solemn and dull, we can only bind and shackle
others. In gospel preaching, we ourselves must first be released by the Lord before
we can release others.

The service of the Body of Christ is not only living and organic, it is also particular.
Even the smallest thing we do in the Body of Christ is particular. Whether preaching
the gospel or feeding the lambs, each member must receive a particular burden from
the Lord and do his best to fulfill his own service. If a church has many preaching the
gospel and shepherding the lambs, if it is full of gospel and shepherding activities,
it will surely be prevailing. You all must learn to do the Lord’s work by special
assignment so that you can fulfill your service in the Body. This does not mean that
you must be full-time but that you should contact people spontaneously in your
daily life. You can preach the gospel to your classmates while playing ball with them,
and you can feed the lambs over the telephone. In any event, we all must serve in the
Body of Christ, and we must do so in a particular way.

THE SERVICE OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
Being the Service of the New Testament Priesthood of the Gospel

The service of the church as the Body of Christ is the service of the New Testament
priesthood of the gospel (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). It is the service of the New Testament, and it
is of the gospel and of a priesthood. A priest is individualistic, whereas a priesthood
is corporate. It is much like a ball team which is a corporate entity. A ball game is not
played by any one individual, but by a group. Our service must also be carried out as
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a corporate entity, the New Testament priesthood of the gospel. The foremost thing
of this service is to center on the preaching of the gospel to save sinners and to offer
them as sacrifices to God (Rom. 15:16). In a general sense, gospel preaching is soul-
winning. This is not wrong, but such a goal is not high enough. Our emphasis in gospel
preaching is not on this but on God receiving an offering. According to the revelation
of the Old Testament, our God daily anticipates our offering to Him. Actually, the
offering of sacrifices must be done not only daily but also every morning and evening.

Our gospel preaching today is not merely to win souls but to save sinners one by
one and offer them as sacrifices to God. This is the focus of our service. When I was first
saved, | heard that I must preach the gospel diligently to save souls. Later, I also heard
that I must preach the gospel diligently in order to bear fruit. Fruit-bearing seems a
little higher than soul-winning. In the last two years, I began to realize that we are God’s
priests and that our gospel preaching cannot merely be soul-winning or fruit-bearing. It
is to save the sinners and offer them to God as sacrifices. Suppose you preach the gospel
to someone and baptize him after he believes and receives. Now you must remember to
offer this person as a sacrifice to God in your prayers. If you do this, you will be a joyful
person. This is the focus of our service as the New Testament priests of the gospel.

Furthermore, the service of the New Testament priesthood of the gospel has as its goal the
building up of the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-12). The focus of our service is to save sinners
and offer them to God, while the goal is to build up the Body of Christ. After we preach the
gospel, lead a sinner to salvation, and offer him as a sacrifice to God, that sacrifice becomes
material for the building up of the Body of Christ. In returning to Taipei this time, [ am very
happy to see that you have gone on in the new way. Although the speed of advancement is
not that great, you are nevertheless progressing in a solid way. I am especially delighted to
see so many new ones brought in through the spread of our gospelization work. They are
being offered to God as sacrifices, and they have all become materials for the building up of
the Body of Christ. Without materials, it is vain to talk about building. Now we have so much
material for the building up of Christ’s Body. This is the result of the new way.

Taking Christ as the Lord

Furthermore, we must take Christ as Lord in the service of the Body of Christ and
of the church (Acts 2:36; 2 Cor. 4:5a; Acts 13:2). This is according to Christ’s desire
and for Christ’s purpose. We must not take any person as Lord except Christ. When we
serve in the Body of Christ, we must learn to seek the Lord much in all things through
prayer, and ask Him to lead us in order that we may know His heart’s desire and
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understand His purpose. Only He is the Lord. Though we do not see Him, He is still the
Lord, and though we cannot touch Him, He is present with us. Through Him, we can
deal with and be brought through all the hindrances and problems that we encounter
in our service. Thus, we must learn to acknowledge Him as Lord, to fellowship with
Him constantly, to seek His presence, and to know His heart’s desire and His purpose.

Taking the Holy Spirit as Power and Authority

In the service of the Body of Christ we not only take Christ as Lord but also take
the Holy Spirit as power and authority (Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:18-19). To do anything we
need power and authority. The Holy Spirit is our power and authority in the service
of the Body of Christ. The Lord said in Matthew 28:18-19, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and disciple all the nations.” When
the Lord spoke this word, He had already given us all power and authority. Thus, we
must consider it a fact that the Christ who was transfigured as the Holy Spirit is with
us when we go to preach the gospel. The Holy Spirit who is present with us is our
power and authority.

There may be times when you preach the gospel to a stubborn and unyielding
person. You should pray in your heart, “Lord, Your authority is here. Exercise Your
authority over this one.” When you apply the authority which the Lord has given to you
in this way, quite often you will witness people being softened to such an extent that
they eventually receive the Lord into their hearts, call upon the Lord’s name, and get
baptized. Therefore, learn to preach the Word of God by the power of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 4:31b; 1 Cor. 2:4; Acts 6:10) and to dispense life by the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:18).
The Holy Spirit is present with you. Do not speak by the natural man outwardly, but
rather speak by an inward exercise of the power and authority given by the Holy Spirit.

Taking the Body as the Means
Every Member Serving in the Coordination of the Body

Furthermore, we also need to take the Body as our means (Rom. 12:5). This Body
is not our body, but Christ’s. When you go to preach the gospel, the entire Body is
going, not you alone. You are preaching in the Body and serving in the Body. We
are the Body of Christ, and in this Body every member serves (Rom. 12:4; 1 Cor.
12:7, 11). Moreover, each one serves in the coordination of the Body, resulting in a
corporate service of the Body (Rom. 12:5). In preaching the gospel, it is best that
three or five join together, with some of them going out to preach, others praying at
home, and all having fellowship together afterwards. This is coordination.
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The big gospel meetings of the past were good except for one shortcoming: only
one spoke and not all could function. Suppose everyone here in the audience would
go and contact people for gospel preaching by either visiting, making phone calls,
or writing gospel letters. [ believe the result of all this would be much greater than
that of one man speaking every day. I realize that you are often occupied, but still
you can do this kind of work once a week. You can make telephone calls. Try to get
some telephone numbers. You can begin by calling up your relatives, acquaintances,
colleagues, or classmates and talking with them on the phone. You can also make
an appointment to visit them or write a gospel letter to them. I absolutely believe
that if you would do these three things together—Iletter writing, telephoning, and
visiting—in the coordination of the Body, they will be very effective.

In most big corporations today, tasks are spread out among many people and
not concentrated in the hands of a few. Our mistake in the old way was due to the
principle of being dependent on one or two persons to do everything. Modern
business administration seeks to abandon this principle in favor of division of labor
and mutual cooperation. This is also the principle of our practice of the new way—
everyone should be involved. The clearest example of this is that two thousand new
fruit have been brought in during the past year or so by two hundred people who
went to the countryside to spread the gospel. Surely we would not have gained this
fruit if these two hundred had not gone out. In the same respect, would we not have
gained still more if we had sent out more? If we had relied only on a few speakers,
the number we would gain in a few years would probably be quite small.

For this reason, | want to share with you one thing which can be easily achieved. |
hope that after their graduation from college, our young people would not be anxious
to further their education or to find jobs immediately. Rather, they should set apart
two years of their time for church service by serving the Lord on a full-time basis. They
should spend a year in the training and another year in the villages. After two years,
they can then consider how the Lord would lead them—to serve the Lord full-time for
the rest of their lives or to serve the Lord with a job like most others. By this way, there
will be a rotation of serving ones among us to bring the gospel to all of Taiwan.

We have not fully preached the gospel even in Taipei. The total number of saved
people in Taiwan does not amount to five percent of its total population. If the college
graduates among us would be led to serve the church for two years upon graduation
by preaching the gospel in a persistent, steady, and diligent way through phone calls,

God’s Masterpiece - Page 80



BAE Y BRI EA. AR FZHREE A, ’HFIKHE
RO FLE, EZMEERLRRREN,

RAEX D HMEITHER, CERAFST, A ER
—H A, EAFARER. F—, GIH T AL,
AT ZEKE, BRIEPARZFTFA. IRKEMNHAE £
ik, 2a i JLF, RMHEALSXGA, R4 FMA,
B, LHAHRGET L, KNEHRETSZEEET,
EEFETITREREE,. KILAERL, RMNEBE=ZFF T,
R, hAEATREHFEN. ¥, SNMNLEEEVH
MNAR—K KB RS, —REAMNER. #. XK
PR AT R, SR BB ARE, AikiaEe A
¥, AR E], B, RERNEAES T, KM
KB RAE—RHKEIFERNGHIT, HAPRAGHE R
AN REAMPTIFE LM L 2% —EF AN KA,
XA, &MFEAE =, ZAAFRANRE, B E0E L,
XA E RN, B2 FEASRT, FHHRMNEZAZ
FEE,

A HRARE A

AEHHRARGFEE, HRESFXZGHE, ERMNEAN
JEARARAE AR E, REMBEARENGS R, IHEGFE
EZMAYR, H—, FgeE, BEEFA. (F+a
160 ) "Pigd4F, Ar®ELLT, BAZL4F, ReredEsa
FAELAN, AR, F =, REAZNIDF, H4EK
FTHFEH, (H=——15~17. ) %=, moLEH, Ei%
B HKR, (bW 11 ~12, ) XAEBHITER, &
REFZB TN, ZEBMN, RMNEEECEKAT, "RAE
WEM—3 5 ITRARA BGGAREEZH, ZL
AT BGRER A FAGA, FW, o Tk d T
HEBE, BB L, AEFOFKR, kRattw1, 3~5,
12, 24, 31, )

G ARG EH A N 89 T R A R,
e EEkk

3082 #HBEIARIE -5 81 11

gospel letters, or visitations, and if they would be coordinated with all the saints in the
corporate service of the Body, I do believe the church will experience a great increase.

[ have been taking the lead in the practice of the new way here for more than five
years. There are still three things that I would like to do which have not been done. First,
the majority of the eighty or more elders in the twenty-three halls in Taipei are young
people. All these elders need shepherding. Yet we have not had the appropriate persons to
shepherd them in the past few years. Second, in the past practice of the new way we have
stressed only door-to-door visitation for gospel preaching and not telephoning or letter
writing. From now on, we must do all three. At the same time, we need to hold “reaping”
meetings at least once a month, so that our gospel can be preached more thoroughly and
completely. We should bring our contacts from our districts, groups, and homes together
to hear the preaching of the truths of the gospel by the gifted ones that they may be
reaped. Third, we do not yet have an adequate meeting hall to accommodate the increase
of believers among us. I anticipate that in the near future we will be able to build a meeting
hall that can seat ten thousand people on our property on Hsin-Yi Road. Then we can have
conferences every two or three months to release the Lord’s messages. This is also a great
need. Do pray much for the ongoing developments concerning the building up of that hall.

Being the Corporate Service of the Body

The corporate service of the whole Body is the scriptural way. It causes every
member to fulfill his or her organic function in the Body. There are four main items
in such a service. First, we must preach the gospel to save sinners (Rom. 15:16).
We must continually bring the gospel to people to lead them to salvation, either by
visiting them by knocking on their doors, calling them on the phone, or writing them
letters. Second, we must feed the Lord’s lambs and shepherd His flock (John 21:15-
17). Third, we must perfect the saints to build up the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-12).
This matter is not found in Christianity, and yet it is revealed in the Scriptures. It is
the Lord’s mercy that we have adopted it as part of the Lord’s recovery. The gifted
ones should not be the only ones who perfect the saints; the saints themselves should
become gifted ones to perfect others. Fourth, every saint can prophesy and speak for
the Lord to build up the church, the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 14:1, 3-5, 12, 24, 31).

The Body Building Itself Up through Every Joint of the Supply
and through Every Functioning Member
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The Body of Christ builds itself up through every joint of the supply and through
every functioning member (Eph. 4:16). There are two kinds of members in the Body,
the supplying joints and the operating parts. The operation of our physical body
depends on the joints. In the Body of Christ, we also need some who can be joints
for the purpose of supplying others. The supply stations of the blood are the joints
in the body. Without the joints, the Body cannot receive the supply. In addition to
the joints, there is the need for another group of members, such as the hands and
fingers, with their own particular functions. With the joints of supply and every
functioning part, the Body can now build itself up in love. Our physical body builds
itself up. If we do not eat, we are unable to build up our body. This is the same with
the church. We all are members. But some are joints supplying, while the other parts
are being active in fulfilling their function as members. In this way, the Body will
build itself up.

The Three Steps of Offering by the Priests of the Gospel in the
Service of the Body

Finally, we have to mention the three steps of offering by the priests of the gospel
in the Body service. The first step is to lead sinners to salvation and to offer them
as sacrifices to God (1 Pet. 2:9b, 5b; Rom. 15:16). Next we have to nourish them so
that they may grow up and present themselves as living sacrifices to God (1 Pet.
2:2; Rom. 12:1). Initially, they were saved and offered to God, but now, as they have
grown up, they offer themselves to God. Lastly, the gifted ones still need to labor and
struggle in all wisdom to present every saint full-grown in Christ to God (Col. 1:28-
29). At this point, the saints will have become full-grown in the stature of Christ, and
the Body of Christ can be fully built.

[ hope that after these four meetings the church here has seen something and that
the brothers and sisters know the origin of the Body of Christ as well as its elements,
essence, and reality. [ hope that they will have the living of the Body of Christ and the
service of the Body of Christ to fulfill their function in the Body service. Then the Lord
will have a way among us. May the Lord give grace to each of you, and may each one
of you receive these words and practice them diligently by His grace.

(A message given by Brother Witness Lee on April 15, 1990, in Taipei, Taiwan.)
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