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CHAPTER ONE
AYOUNG MAN IN GOD'S PLAN

Saul of Tarsus was a young man in God's plan. He was a young man called by
the Lord according to the Lord's plan and for the Lord's purpose. Acts 7:58 tells
us that "the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man called
Saul." Then in Galatians 1:14 Paul tells us that he advanced in Judaism beyond many
contemporaries in his race. "Contemporaries" refers to those of Saul's own age.

MAN—THE CENTER OF GOD'S PLAN

Our God, who is full of wisdom, has a plan, and the entire universe was created
according to His purpose, His will, His plan. We must know what God's eternal plan
is. In the next chapter we will see more concerning this. Man's position, man's place,
in God's plan is very central. It is absolutely right to say that the Bible is a book full
of Christ, yet we can also say that the Bible is a book full of men. Even God Himself
became a man (John 1:1, 14). Jesus is the complete God and the perfect man. Even
after His resurrection and ascension, He is still a man. Before Stephen was stoned,
he said that he saw "the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God" (Acts 7:56). Stephen saw the Lord Jesus as the Son of Man in the
heavens. Man is the center of God's plan. A bicycle wheel may have a hub with many
spokes. The hub and the spokes subsist in the wheel. If the hub, the center, is taken
away, the spokes will collapse. In like manner, without man as the center, God's plan
would collapse.

GOD CALLING YOUNG PEOPLE TO TURN THE AGE

We must also see that all the persons who were called by God to carry out His up-to-
date move were young men. This does not mean that God would not use an older person
or that God does not love the older ones. But the Scriptures reveal that all the persons
who were called by God were young ones. You may think that Moses was called by God
when he was eighty years old. But you have to realize that Moses had something divine
working within him even before he was forty. From his very youth, he had something to
do with God. When he was eighty, that was not the first time God came to him. God came
to him when he was young (Acts 7:20-29). You may point out that Abraham was seventy-
five years old when he was called by God (Gen. 12:1-4). But if you read the Scriptures
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carefully, you will see that Abraham was seventy-five years old when his father Terah
died in Haran (Gen. 11:32). Acts 7:2 tells us that "the God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran." The first time God
called Abraham was while his father was still alive, and the second call came after his
father had died. Therefore, the first time God came to Abraham was quite earlier than
when he was seventy-five years of age. On the other hand, we have to realize that at
Abraham's time, a man who was seventy-five years old was still quite young. [ would not
say that God would never call an older person, but the Bible and church history show
that most of the time God has a new move with young people.

God calls young people to carry out His move because, generally speaking, young
people are not set, settled, or occupied. With an older person everything is usually
set. It is rather hard for him to have a change within. Also, everything tends to be
settled with an older person. It is not easy for him to move on with the Lord. Also,
older people tend to be occupied by many things. God would not call those who are
set, settled, and occupied because whenever He calls a person that means He has
something new to do. He calls someone because He has a desire to turn the age, to
do something new and revolutionary.

From the time of creation God has always been going on. He has a plan, and with
this plan He has an aim, a goal. In order to reach this goal He has to go on and on.
With every step of the Lord's going on, there is always something new. With people
like Adam, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David there was always a new step of
the Lord's going on. It is hard for God to go on with older ones because they tend to
be set, settled, and occupied. It is much easier for God to do something revolutionary
with young people, to turn the age from one direction to another direction.

Do you think that God is satisfied with the present situation of Christianity? Do
you not think that the present religious system is something too old? Do you not
believe that God is waiting for a chance to do something new, to have a change, to
have a transfer, to have a turn in the age? The record of the Scriptures shows us
many changes. There was a change in history with Noah, with Abraham, with Moses,
with David, and with Isaiah. Then there was a great change, a great turn with John
the Baptist. Finally the greatest turn, the greatest change, in the history of mankind
was brought in by a young man named Jesus when He was thirty years old. Then the
Lord proceeded to go on further in His heavenly ministry with the apostles.
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Throughout the history of the church we can see how the Lord raised up young men to
turn the age. The Lord raised up Martin Luther during the reformation to bring mankind out
of the dark ages. This was a transfer in the age. God is always doing something new. He is
always going on. Generally speaking, God does not impart something new through the aged
persons, but always through young persons. Martin Luther was young when he was called
and dealt with by the Lord. Zinzendorf was a young man when he was caught by the Lord as
was John Nelson Darby, the leader of the Brethren assemblies. John Wesley, Charles Wesley,
and George Whitefield were also young men when they were called by the Lord. Missionaries
that the Lord used in church history to gospelize the world, such as Hudson Taylor, William
Carey, and David Livingstone, were called by the Lord when they were young.

It is hard to find a case from the Scriptures or from church history where God
called an older person to do something for Him in a new way. This is because every
piece of God's work is something new. God is always going on, so He always needs
a new start with a new nature in a new way and for a new age. Man is so central in
God's plan, yet man must be used by God while he is still young. When you become
old, the time for God's calling, the time for God's use, mostly is over. I do not mean
that the time for God's salvation is over. Many older persons have been saved by God,
but the time for God's use is mostly over.

KEEPING OURSELVES EMPTY, OPEN, FRESH,
NEW, LIVING, AND YOUNG WITH THE LORD

The first young man used by God in the Scriptures was Adam. God did not create
an old man. The word "old" came from the fall. If man had never fallen, he could never
be old. If man had never fallen, it would have been possible for him to live many years
and not become old. God had no intention to have many old men. God's intention is to
have many young men with every one fresh, new, and living. None of us should be old.
To be old means to be set, settled, and occupied. Sometimes some of the saints would
refer to me as an old brother. It seems that this is a respect to me, but actually I do
not like to hear this. I do not look upon myself as an old brother. I am not set, settled,
and occupied. We always need to exercise to be young, to be new, to be renewed, to
be fresh, and to be living all day long. It is only when you are young that there is a
possibility for God to come in to call you, to choose you, and to use you to do something
new. We need to give the Lord the way to go on in His progressive move through us. |
hope that you will be a living, fresh, and new channel for the Lord to go on in His own
way. This will require you to offer yourself to Him, to cooperate with Him.
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When D. L. Moody was a young man, he heard someone say that something
wonderful would be worked out on this earth if a man would offer himself fully
to God, to be fully possessed and occupied by God. When he heard that word, he
immediately responded to it. He gave himself fully to the Lord. That was the secret
as to why God could use D. L. Moody so much and why the Lord could go on quite a
distance of His way through D. L. Moody. I hope that we would take this fellowship
and tell the Lord, "Lord, I thank You that I am still young. [ do not want there to be
anything set, settled, or occupied with me. [ want to be fully open to You for Your
new move on this earth. Lord, I give myself to You. Come in and occupy, take, and
possess me for Your up-to-date move on this earth." If we would pray to the Lord in
this way, we will be the persons who will turn, who will transfer, the age.

There is always something new to be worked out by God. The Holy Spirit is now
working and moving in the hearts of the children of God for the carrying out of His move.
He is ready, but He is waiting for some people to cooperate with Him. The situation in
today's religion cannot satisfy God. God wants to do something new. He wants to do
something new in life, in knowing Christ, in experiencing Christ, in preaching Christ, in
dispensing Christ, and in expressing Christ. The doctrines, the forms, the organization,
the rituals, the regulations of organized religion, and the miraculous gifts cannot satisfy
God nor can they fulfill His purpose. These are not what God's heart's desire is. God
wants to do something new. He desires that Christ Himself would be known, realized,
experienced, and expressed in a full and living way. If you are occupied with the
miraculous gifts or with Bible knowledge, God cannot come in to use you for His up-to-
date move. If you are settled into a certain form, organization, or ritual, you cannot be
used by the Lord to fulfill His purpose. You have to be new, empty, and open, telling the
Lord that you are here for nothing on this earth but for Himself. We need to tell the Lord
that we are not here for religion, nor are we focused on teachings, doctrines, or gifts. But
we are here one hundred percent for Christ Himself as the living One.

If you would be so fresh, young, and new with the Lord, He would have a way to
carry out His new move through you. This is why the Lord said in Luke 18:17, "Truly
[ tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child shall by
no means enter into it." A little child, not filled with and occupied by old concepts,
can easily receive a new thought. Hence, people need to receive the kingdom of God
as a new thing, with an unoccupied heart, like a little child. You may be an older
brother in years, and yet still be young in the spirit because you are not set, settled,
or occupied. Whenever we open ourselves absolutely to the Lord, He has a way to
dispense something new, fresh, and real of Himself, of His thought and desire, into

A Young Man in God’s Plan - Page 5



HARKES, HHEAMNIALE, BIAELEDTFH
F—JEA KBRS, W HE ST

Jo B RAEFHAGR, HXALLEkET, FRE, o
KR, BRARAAHAEEWHL, RIEAH—RKFil A K
Xk AETFPHAAER, BEEMNGEFF TAE R
I RKoe RMTRMRX KB A THERE R, KNG 2ZE
EAPKIZOYE o HFANEZME, XN 42
BEIE, TF BMRMMEETE, ERAEBH/ AT RAGIT
o RIMEZXNASR, BRI T HAT, &8 T QHHTF
FE=, hE2hactz, FibwFsk, HAHKR. %
RELEFMEHEGER LA, —BAAE. XF k. &
T aTEZ@RAE S, B, 8. T, FRLFR,
XA, EHRBEEREYGEN,. RNAEEHF—KAE
FRIZRE, el AL,

2278 — P EMHITRIPISZIFEAN -5F 61

our being. May the Lord gain a group of people in these days to turn the age for His
new move.

If I could help others to be saved and to be raised up to love the Lord, to seek after
the Lord, this would make me happy. But | would not really be satisfied until [ knew
that a good number of saints could be used by the Lord in His hand to turn the age
through their life and work. We are not merely fellowshipping concerning salvation
or spirituality, but we are dealing with God's eternal purpose. The young people need
to realize that this is their golden time to be used by the Lord. The Lord needs you
as a channel through which He can carry out His move. The way for you to grasp this
opportunity is to go to the Lord to open and empty yourself. You need to give yourself
to Him and allow Him to take you, to possess you. Never have something within your
being set, settled, or occupied. Keep yourself empty, open, fresh, new, living, and young
with the Lord. Then the Lord will be able to go on through you in a marvelous way. We
all need to consecrate ourselves once again to the Lord for His eternal purpose.
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CHAPTERTWO
SAUL'S BIRTH AND RELIGION

In the first chapter, we saw that Paul was a young man in God's plan. Paul became
the very instrument, the very vessel, God used to carry out what was on His heart.
As Christians, we also need to be persons in God's plan, so we first need to see what
God's plan is.

THE HEAVENLY VISION OF GOD'S PLAN

Acts 9:1 tells us that Saul was "breathing threatening and murder against the
disciples of the Lord." The Holy Spirit uses the word "breathing" to express what
was in this young man. He did not merely threaten the disciples outwardly, but
his persecution of the Christians was something from within him. His entire being
was in it. When you do something and your entire being is in it, that very thing
becomes your breathing. Acts 9:1 does not say that Saul was breathing threatening
and murder against Jesus Christ but against the disciples of the Lord, against the
Christians. Saul "went to the high priest” (9:1) to get the authority to persecute the
disciples even more. While he was on the way to Damascus, the Lord intervened and
revealed Himself to this young man.

"And as he went, it came about that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly a light
from heaven shone around him; and he fell on the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? And he said, Who are You, Lord? And He said, I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (vv. 3-5). Although Saul was a young, strong man, the
light from heaven caused him to fall to the ground. The Lord also told Saul, "It is hard for
you to kick against the goads" (26:14). A goad is something that pricks, like a pointed rod
used to urge on an animal. By this word, the Lord let Saul know that He was the Master and
that Saul was in His hand and under His yoke. When an ox is not obedient, his master will
use a goad to urge him on. Many times the ox will kick against this goad. The Lord let Saul
know that he was persecuting his Lord, his Master, the very One who controlled him.

The voice did not say, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting My disciples, My
followers, My believers?" But the voice said, "Why are you persecuting Me?" In
Saul's realization he was persecuting the followers of Christ, the disciples. He never
thought that he was doing something against Christ Himself, that he was persecuting
Jesus. No doubt, Saul was puzzled by the question—"Why are you persecuting Me?"
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Thus, he asked, "Who are You, Lord?" (9:5). Saul called Him Lord because the voice
had its source in the heavens. "Lord" here equals the word "Jehovah" in Hebrew. He
recognized that this was the Lord who is in heaven, yet he must have wondered how
he could persecute someone in the heavens, when he actually persecuted persons on
this earth. The Lord answered Saul's question by saying, "I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting” (v. 5).

On the very day that the Lord Jesus met this young man, He gave Saul a clear
vision that He is one with all His believers, that all His believers are one with Him.
When you touch the believers, you touch Jesus. When you persecute them, you
persecute Christ because they are one with Christ and they are Christ (1 Cor. 12:12).
If the disciples, the followers, the believers of Christ, are not united with Christ
as one, and they are not Christ Himself, how could Christ ask Saul, "Why are you
persecuting Me?" It was as if the Lord were saying to Saul, "You have to realize that
I, Jesus Christ, am one with My disciples. | am the Head; they are the Body. I and
they are one person, one man." To Saul this was a unique revelation in the entire
universe! By this he began to see that the Lord Jesus and His believers are one great
person—the wonderful "Me." This must have impressed and affected him for his
future ministry concerning Christ and the church as the great mystery of God (Eph.
5:32), and laid a solid foundation for his unique ministry.

Galatians 1:15-16a says, "But when it pleased God, who set me apart from my
mother's womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me." These
verses show us that God did not separate us from our school or from our job but
from our mother's womb. This means that the Lord had separated Saul even before
his birth. We also were separated before our birth and called one day through His
grace. Perhaps after we had done many foolish things, after we had done much
kicking against the goads, the Lord called us by His grace to reveal His Son in us. It
is a marvelous fact that "it pleased God...to reveal His Son in me." Saul was greatly
involved with the Jewish religion, yet God revealed Christ in him. He was busy with
many outward things, yet God revealed Christ inwardly to him.

God's revealing of His Son to us is in us, not outwardly but inwardly, not by an
outward vision but by an inward seeing. This is not an objective revelation but a
subjective one. Christ revealed in us is the center of God's plan. God's plan is not
to have a religion nor to have many religious works accomplished. God's plan is to
reveal Christ into you, to make Christ your life and your everything, to regenerate
and transform you to be a part of Christ, a member of Christ.
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At one time Saul was fully occupied and zealous for the Jewish religion. The
Jewish religion was the best religion because it was ordained and set up by God
Himself But that was not God's eternal plan. This young man Saul was zealous for
that religion. His very life was for that religion, and we saw that he was breathing
out something for that religion. But suddenly the Lord intervened to reveal His Son,
Christ, into this active young man. He was busy with outward religious matters, yet
God revealed His Son inwardly into him.

In Philippians 3 Paul mentions all of his attainments in the flesh in the Jewish
religion (vv. 4-6). He was a Hebrew of the Hebrews and he was zealous for the law of
Moses and the Jewish religion, but in 3:7 he says, "But what things were gains to me,
these I have counted loss on account of Christ." All the different gains were counted
as one loss by Paul because they all issued in one thing, that is, the loss of Christ,
as indicated by "on account of Christ." All the things which were once gains to Paul
hindered him and held him back from participating in and enjoying Christ. Hence, on
account of Christ, all the gains were a loss to him.

Paul continued to say, "But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have
suffered the loss of all things and count them refuse that I may gain Christ" (3:8).
Paul counted as loss on account of Christ not only the things of his former religion
listed in verses 5 and 6, but all other things as well. The word "refuse" in this verse
means dregs, rubbish, filth, what is thrown to the dogs; hence, dog food, dung. There
is no comparison between such things and Christ. After Paul began to know Christ
and after he began to pursue Christ, he viewed all other things as something rotten,
dirty, corrupted, something thrown to the dogs. The real food and the pure food
for us is Christ Himself. All things other than Christ are dung, are rotten, corrupted,
dirty, and are only good for the dogs.

Furthermore, Paul said that he counted all things refuse that he might gain Christ
and be found in Him (vv. 8-9). For God to reveal Christ into you is one aspect. The
other aspect is that you will be found in Christ. Then Christ is in you, and you are in
Christ. No one can exhaust the meaning of these two little phrases—Christ in me and
[ in Christ. This simply means that you and Christ are one. Because you are mingled,
blended with Christ as one, when people persecute you they are persecuting Christ.
Paul wanted to be found in Christ "not having my own righteousness which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
based on faith" (3:9). Our righteousness is as filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). Paul wanted to
live not in his own righteousness but in the righteousness of God, and to be found in

A Young Man in God’s Plan - Page 9



WLE, LA AR BRI AL RF LY DA,
RAMEFEE, BAGEGLR. ANEEGLARRA WY
L, BERABELSLBRE, BELEATAN—, #ELHL
BA—, Bt ATHE ATHHL" . RBRFH, “M
RINRAE, AL E AR, DARRL FH T, Bk
R, 7 (BE=10. ) 4T L EGREAHR, [2EER
b5 R X— i RNR LT, KT BEMEE LS 09N
REBFR, HREELRORT, KRBT L EARNE
B, #AEZRH LNRFF Sk,

AP0 X A B AE L BAE BV A, e A B AR KA
AR AR AL, WHEABFZELGIOERG LS, &
REE MM E, Lok, AlehEALREE., ABERET,
A, e ll, @A EEERERGH R, AFRE
g Ay, LRINEGEER LA BAT LR R
wmAZELEEAEZ G, AAREESRERGET, KREHIE
BT, mREaARLE, CELFLIRNEHTE, 2
KA Feit, @ HEAE ARG R, HLMBiL XA,
BAE, BMLAERLEBEGL, FFRATEHRE, &
MNEAAR R T, H+EEEXER, RMNETLRAS
ABERAEGFHE, RNEEEREEAFTTAR —, EX# 2
AP a9t R

KM, HTRFZANTHSEPIBIA. KM
£, RIAEx, REBIW, 220882 LKC2E
TABRMEBELEG, UREMNELBEEPFEGLE,
HEAAN, FEL. F—F, WHERMNBLELEZ, iy
P RANEAR AL LT8R, (FAN29, ) IF4EKRAMAT
R A A BT, AREAFTLER—. THAFLY
Ps, XA AA TR, XA BEREAAMNEELE LY
%, ABAKME®G, KMNLAEMEd, FEETE, 27,
T AL R, SN BAEELE A, RANFHFIK, F5
RAGRAE, 435 RE, LERNFRE

BEMLRERL, BAFEDHRAANEG TR F5FF
FAA RIS HARF FH O EL, ABRARY Ak
WAL EGE L. FEHGT SR LE LML @ AR
EABR@, ALRENEUHALTERG LS, 4
TRAAE AR T Mo % KA R4 5 o, 75 2403 X

2278 — 1N EMMIHRIPHTFIEFEAN -F 1031

such a transcendant condition, expressing God by living Christ, not by keeping the
law. To have the righteousness which is through the faith of Christ means through the
union with Christ, through the identification with Christ, through the oneness with
Christ. This is "the righteousness which is of God based on faith." Then Paul says, "To
know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death" (3:10). Paul had known Christ already but here he
uses the present tense—that | may know Him. Paul wanted to experience Christ in
the full knowledge of Him. He first received the revelation of Christ, and then sought
for the experience of Christ—to know and enjoy Christ in an experiential way.

God's plan is to have Christ as our life and to have Christ as our image or our
form. First, God put Christ into you as your life that you may live by Him, and second,
God put you into Christ. Christ is the form, the mold, and you are like a piece of
dough. The dough needs to be conformed to the mold. Christ is the life within and
the mold without. Now we have to be conformed to Christ. After the dough is put
into the mold, it is beaten to conform it to the mold and then put into the oven. If
the dough could speak, it might say that this is not something good, yet we realize
that for the dough to be conformed to the image of the mold it must pass through
this process. In like manner, we have to be conformed to the death of Christ. By
the fellowship of His sufferings, we will be conformed to His death and by this
conformity we will be transformed into the same image as Christ; we will be made
thoroughly one with Christ. This is God's plan.

What we have been fellowshipping is the kernel of the sixty-six books of the
Bible. When we eat a peanut we do not care for the shell but for the kernel. The
kernel of the Bible is that Christ has been revealed into us as life and that we live,
have our being, and exist by Christ as the divine life. On the other hand, God put
us into Christ with the desire that we would be conformed to the image of His Son
(Rom. 8:29), that we might be transformed into the image of Christ to be thoroughly
one with Christ. This is the center of the Bible and this is God's plan. This is the way
God will build us together. Christ is in us, and we are in Him. Through regeneration,
sanctification, transformation, and conformation we will be built up together as a
living Body to contain and express Christ for His glory and our glorification.

We have to realize that the entire universe is for God's plan. Many philosophers
and scientists have spent much time to find out the meaning of the universe, but
very few of them know the real meaning of human life. The center of the universe is
Christ in you and you in Christ. The real meaning of human life is Christ as your life
with a view that you will be conformed to His image. The heavens and the earth with
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so many items are the background for the beautiful picture of God's plan. Praise the
Lord that we are in His plan! It pleased God to reveal His Son in me, and I have to
know Him, His resurrection power, and the fellowship of His sufferings. I need to be
conformed to His death, transformed into His image that I might be built up with
others as a living Body. Thus, in the whole universe there will be a universal Christ
as the Head in the heavens and as the Body on this earth.

GOING ALONG WITH THE LORD TO CARRY OUT HIS PLAN

One day I was brought to know the Lord. I do not understand why there was the
inclination, the tendency, that I had to believe in Jesus. My countrymen told me that
being a Christian would mean receiving a foreign religion, but I still had to receive Christ
as my Savior. From that day, I tried many times to "divorce" Him, but He would not let
me go. Something within me on the one hand, has been comforting me all the time, yet
on the other hand, has been bothering and troubling. Many times when I wanted to do
something, the Lord within me did not want to do it, so there was a struggle between us.
Many things within my being were contradicting Him. By His mercy, | am still here loving
Him. [ have been preserved not by mere teachings, but by the living Christ within me.

We need to thank the Lord and praise Him that we have Christ within us. Under
His sovereignty you have received Him. You cannot give Him up or divorce Him
because He is in you. You could "kick against the goads" until the end of your life,
but when that day comes, you will still say with tears, "Lord, forgive me." I have
seen some cases like this. Once the Lord has visited you and has been merciful to
you, you can never give Him up. You did not choose Him, but He chose you (John
15:16a). Your salvation is of Him, not of yourself. You may want to divorce Him, but
He would not divorce you. The only thing you can do is to kick against the goads, but
eventually you will recognize that He is the Lord and that you belong to Him. By that
time, however, it may be too late—not too late for your salvation because you have
been saved once for all for eternity—but too late for Him to work out something of
His plan with you and through you.

It is better for you to make a decision today that you would go along with the Lord
and allow Him to have the "freeway," the "expressway," to go on through you and with
you. You have to offer yourself, to consecrate yourself, to give yourself to the Lord.
You need to tell Him, "Lord, I am just a little creature in Your hands, and I know that
You are the Lord. I thank You that You have dispensed Yourself into me as my life and
that You desire to be everything to me. [ want to hand myself over to You and go along
with You for the carrying out of Your plan." If you do this, you will be the most blessed
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person on earth. You will be a part of God's plan to reveal Christ in you that you might
be conformed to His image to be a member of His Body with a view that in this whole
universe God will have a universal man with Christ as the Head in the heavens and
with His believers as the members formed together as a Body on this earth to express
Christ and to glorify God. This is God's plan with Christ as the center.

CHRIST VERSUS RELIGION

This young man Saul was born into and raised in the Jewish religion (Acts 22:3;
26:4-5). Saul was a religious person not just by teaching or training but by birth.
Many of us were also religious people. We were born into and raised in Christianity.
We were religious by birth. You may feel that it is good to be born into and raised
in religion. It seems better than being born into and raised in a sinful environment.
But we have to realize that religion does not help people to fulfill, to carry out,
God's plan. Religion is even something against God's plan; it may be good but it is
something other than Christ. It is hard for some people to really know Christ because
they are so religious. They may know the doctrines, teachings, forms, rituals, and
regulations, but they do not know the living Christ Himself.

In 1933 [ was invited to speak in a chapel at a university in mainland China. Most
of the audience were Christians, but they did not have the assurance that they had
been saved. | had the burden to raise the question—"Do you have the assurance that
you have been saved?" While [ was speaking, a certain pastor sitting in the back was
shaking his head in disagreement with what I was saying. This pastor might have
contended for salvation by grace, but if you asked him if he had been saved, he would
have responded, "Who can know today whether or not he has been saved?" This
pastor might have had the doctrine of salvation by grace, but he did not have Christ
Himself. It is possible to be involved in Christianity and yet not have Christ. You may
have the forms and the regulations and yet not have Christ.

[ was born into Christianity in mainland China. Before I was born again, [ would
contend with the Buddhist monks whenever they said something bad about Christianity.
[ fought for Christianity, yet [ had not repented, prayed, and accepted Christ as my
Savior. I had Christianity, but I did not have Christ. [ had the religious forms, but I did
not have Christ. [ had the doctrines, the teachings, but I did not have Christ.

We need to look at today's situation in the light of this fellowship. Many
Christians are involved in Christianity as a religion with forms, regulations, and
teachings, yet they possess very little of Christ Himself. Many people are born into
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Christianity and have been raised in Christianity, but they do not know Christ. They
need the Lord to intervene in their situation so that Christ can be revealed into them.
Saul was born in Judaism, into the best religion, yet he needed a second birth. He
needed to be regenerated, to be born again with the divine life.

You may say that you have already been born again, that you have already been
regenerated. Praise the Lord for this! But do you realize that you have to go on to
live not according to your first birth but according to your second birth? You should
live not by the life from your first birth, but by the life from your second birth. The
Christian life is not a matter of religion, teachings, doctrines, forms, or regulations,
but simply a matter of Christ Himself. You have to receive Christ as life, you have to
deal with Him as the unique Lord in this universe, and you have to live in Him to be
conformed to His image. You need the revelation Saul had on the way to Damascus.

Before Saul was met by Christ on the way to Damascus, he was, no doubt, a
brilliant, religious, zealous, and strong young man. But when Christ intervened,
this strong man became weak. This young man was awfully strong. He was taking
the lead to persecute the believers, to devastate the church, yet after he was met
by the Lord he became very weak. After Saul fell and rose from the ground, he had
become blind and needed someone to lead him by the hand (Acts 9:8). This was the
Lord's dealing with Saul. Before this he would have considered himself marvelously
knowledgeable, knowing all things concerning man and God. Now the Lord made
him blind so that he could see nothing until the Lord opened his eyes, especially his
inner eyes, and commissioned him to open the eyes of others (26:18).

After three days, the Lord sent a member of the Body of Christ by the name of
Ananias to come and lay hands on Saul (9:10-19). When Ananias laid hands on
Saul and spoke to him, the Word tells us that "there fell from his eyes something
like scales, and he received his sight" (v. 18). Then his inner eyes were opened and
he could see something of the Lord, something spiritual. This was a great transfer,
a great turning point. Thus, Saul of Tarsus became a factor to turn the age. He was
transformed, transferred, and turned, so he could transfer the age, so he could turn
the age.

We need to look at Saul and compare ourselves with him. This picture of Saul
should show us that what we need is not religion with its forms, teachings, and
knowledge, but the realization of the living Christ who is the center of God's eternal
plan. Day by day you have Him within you, yet you need more and more vision and
revelation concerning Him. You have to pursue Him. You have to know Him more
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and more and let Him have more ground within you. Do not pay your attention to
religion, to the many activities in Christianity, or to your outward doings. These are
things in religion, having nothing to do with God's plan. What you need is the inward
knowledge of Christ, the inner experience of Christ. What you need is to open
yourself, to offer yourself, to give yourself to the Lord and let Him have the ground to
impart Himself into you day by day. Let Him work Himself into you and through you
to fulfill God's eternal plan.

We all need to have some time with the Lord to pray: "By Your mercy, Lord, I now
know the meaning of God's plan and what the center of this plan is. Here I am, Lord,
fully open to You and ready to be taken by You, to be possessed by You. Grant me
Your mercy that I may know how to live by You, how to walk in You, and how to go
along with You that You might have the free way and the full ground to work Yourself
into me and to work out through me." Then you will be one of the most blessed
persons in this age, and you will be one who will turn the age. You will be a person
who will transfer many others into God's eternal plan.
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CHAPTER THREE
SAUL'S LIFE AND CONVERSION

As Christians we need to know God's eternal plan in this universe, God's plan
for His unique purpose and desire. We should have a time with the Lord about this
matter. Merely to understand the points of fellowship in this book in your mind
is not good enough. You need some impression in your spirit before the Lord. You
may even be clear about God's plan, yet you should digest what you understand
by praying. Then something will be impressed into your spirit, and what you
understand will be a real strengthening, a real power, a real force within you. May
we all pray about and with the truths and the fellowship contained in this book.
In the previous chapter we saw Saul's birth and religion. In this chapter we want
to go on to see his life and his conversion. Saul was born and raised up in Judaism
and he spontaneously had a life fully according to that religion. His life before his
conversion was one hundred percent according to his religion. He lived for and by
what he believed.

RELIGION AND TRADITION VERSUS
CHRIST AND THE REVELATION OF CHRIST

Galatians 1:13 says, "For you have heard of my manner of life formerly in
Judaism, that I persecuted the church of God excessively and ravaged it." Saul
persecuted the church of God, not because he was sinful but because he was
religious. He was so zealous for his religion that he persecuted the church of God
because the church of God was something different from his religion. In Galatians
1:14-16a Paul continues, "And I advanced in Judaism beyond many contemporaries
in my race, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. But
when it pleased God, who set me apart from my mother's womb and called me
through His grace, to reveal His Son in me." Saul made progress in his religion
beyond his contemporaries and he was zealous for the traditions of his fathers, but
it pleased God to reveal His Son in Saul.

In the passage we have just read there are four important items: religion,
tradition, Christ, and the revelation of Christ. Saul was involved in the best religion,
the Jewish religion, a religion ordained by God with good traditions, many of which
were according to the teachings of the Old Testament. Yet this religion with so many
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traditions was something contradicting with Christ and with the revelation of Christ.
If you read this portion of Scripture carefully, you will realize the difference between
Christ and religion and between the revelation of Christ and the traditions of religion.
Religion is versus Christ and the traditions are versus the revelation of Christ.

Many of us may be like that young man Saul. He was born in a religion and we
also were born in a religion. In this religion we have many traditions. | was born
into Christianity, and in today's Christianity there are many traditions. Are you
a Christian today living, walking, working, and serving the Lord according to the
traditions of Christianity or according to the revelation of Christ, the Son of the living
God? Are you dealing with a formed, organized religion or are you dealing with a
living Person? Are you dealing with the living Christ, the Son of the living God?

Saul was a brilliant man with a superior makeup. From the human point of view he
was not so sinful but rather good and religious. Yet he was dealing with a religion, not
with the living Christ. He was serving Christ according to the tradition of his fathers,
not according to the living revelation of the Holy Spirit. We have to realize even today
that there is the possibility that people could serve God by dealing with a religion
according to many traditions, not by dealing with the living Christ and not according
to the living revelation of the Holy Spirit. I do not have any intention to help others to
be religious. On the contrary, [ would do my best to tear down all the religious matters
in you. I do pray to the Lord that He would open your eyes to give you a turning point,
that you could turn from a religion to a living Person—Christ—and turn from the
traditions to the revelation of Christ. This young man's life before his conversion was
apparently not evil but good and religious, yet he needed Christ to be revealed in him.

In Philippians 3 Paul speaks of all that he was and had in his natural being:
"Circumcised the eighth day; of the race of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, persecuting the church; as to the
righteousness which is in the law, become blameless. But what things were gains
to me, these I have counted loss on account of Christ" (vv. 5-7). In these verses are
the life of this man before his conversion and his attitude after his conversion. What
was this young man converted from? We think a man is always converted from sin to
God. We need some conversion because we are sinful and have fallen away from God.
According to the Scriptures, however, Saul was converted from religion to Christ.
From the point of view of God, Saul's persecuting of the church was something
sinful, yet from the human point of view, from the religious point of view, he was
not sinful but may have been appreciated, admired, and praised by many religious
persons. Paul was converted from religion to Christ, not merely from sin to God.
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In the past I met a number of people who were born Christians, but not converted
Christians, not reborn Christians. They were born and raised up in Christianity and
even lived for Christianity. They were good people and they were very religious.
Many of them were doing a religious work, yet they did not know Christ in a living,
experiential way. They had a religion, but they did not have life. They had Christianity,
but they did not have Christ Himself They were engaged in many activities, programs,
and works, but they did not have the inner life with the inner impact. Look at today's
Christianity and ask yourself what the percentage of activities, programs, and
outward works is and what the percentage of inward life is. Christ as the living One
should be realized, experienced, enjoyed, applied, and appreciated by us all the time.

CONVERTED FROM EVERYTHING TO CHRIST HIMSELF

You may have been regenerated, but maybe even today you need a real, practical
conversion from the traditional things, from the religious things, unto the living
Christ. A person can only be regenerated once. But in my experience I can testify that
[ have had a number of conversions. Regeneration is once for all, but conversion, to
have some change in your life, is not just once for all.

[ was born in Christianity, and I was taught and raised up in Christianity. But when
[ was nineteen years old, I was regenerated, and that was my first conversion. A real
change in life transpired inwardly. Not long after | had been regenerated, I began
to meet with a group of Christians who paid much attention to the teachings, to the
knowledge of the Bible. I stayed with them for seven and a half years. After those
seven and a half years, one day the Lord gave me another conversion, another change.
He opened my eyes to see that the Christian life is not a matter of merely dealing
with the knowledge of the Bible or with doctrine, but a matter of dealing with Christ
as the living One. That brought about a great change in my life. I was so clear that to
be a Christian is not a matter of knowledge, not a matter of just studying the Bible in
letters, in black and white, but a matter of dealing with the living Christ as your life.

With this realization I then began to serve the Lord. In our experience, many
times we get the grace and the deliverance, but after a while we drift away. When
you are serving the Lord it is easy to be tempted to pay attention to the work, not to
pay attention to the flow of life and to the work that proceeds out of this flow. After
[ learned how to experience Christ as life and how to deal with this living Christ,
the Lord really gave me the burden for the work. [ worked diligently, heartily, and
even fruitfully. I worked and worked day and night, day after day. But one day the
Lord intervened and stopped me from the work. It would have been rather hard for
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anyone to keep me away from the work, but the Lord intervened and put me into
a position where it was absolutely impossible for me to work. This was another
conversion experience for me. [ absolutely had no ability to work due to a serious
illness I contracted. I was kept absolutely away from the work by the Lord for nearly
two and a half years. In that time [ was converted from the work to the Lord Himself.

At the beginning of that time, I was thinking that maybe I was wrong in
something, so I did my best to confess whatever I thought was wrong to the Lord.
Eventually the Lord showed me that the problem with me was that [ paid much more
attention to the work than to the Lord Himself I was converted at that time not from
sin to God, but from the work to Christ Himself Before that time the work for the
Lord was my life. No one could stop me from working for the Lord. You could have
taken away many things from me without my being concerned. But I would not have
tolerated even a little bit of the Lord's work being taken from me. Now I still work
for the Lord, but the work by itself is not preeminent to me. The most important
thing is the living Lord Himself We should labor in the Lord, but our labor should not
be something between us and the living Lord.

It may be quite possible that there are many good things between you and the
Lord. It is possible to have something in religion, some work, some program, or some
activity in Christianity to take the place of Christ in your life. We need a conversion
not necessarily from anything sinful or evil, but from good things, from religious
things, from substitutes for Christ Himself, which prevent Him from occupying,
filling, saturating, permeating, and possessing our entire inward being.

We need to ask ourselves what we are seeking. Today's religious system with its
traditions is a big problem to many Christians. On the one hand, Christianity seemingly
brings people to Christ. But on the other hand, it also becomes a barrier, a hindrance,
keeping people from the inner experience and enjoyment of Christ. The many Christian
activities, Christian works, and Christian programs on the one hand bring people to
Christ, but on the other hand keep people from Christ. They bring people to Christ up to
a certain point. Then they become a barrier, a limitation, a hindrance. Even the desire to
be spiritual can become something that takes the ground in our being to replace Christ
Himself [ have seen some who take care of being "spiritual” more than the Lord Himself.
We need many conversions from everything other than the living Christ Himself.

Another conversion that I experienced was related to my love for the study of
the Word. After [ was saved, I loved to study the Word. The Word was so sweet to
me, just like honey. When I was a young believer, [ would take the Bible to bed with
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me so | could look at it as soon as [ awoke in the morning. Eventually, this love to
study the Word became something taking the ground of Christ in my life. I loved the
study of the Word much more than Christ Himself Many times I had the anointing
and the burden to pray, but because I was addicted to the study of the Word, [ would
not give up this study to pray. Eventually and sovereignly, the Lord intervened and
now I dare not study the Word in that way. [ was also very fond of teaching the
Scriptures. I loved to interpret and expound the Scriptures. Now I have to take care
of the limitation within me whenever I give a message. Even this matter can become
something between you and the Lord Himself Now | am careful not to go beyond
what the Lord is speaking in me (2 Cor. 13:3) and what He needs me to speak.

There could be many things in our life which take the place of the Lord Himself
My burden is to fellowship with you and help you to realize that God's plan is to
work Christ Himself into you (Gal. 1:16; 2:20; 4:19). This is God's goal, His ultimate
intention. Do not think God's intention is to make you merely spiritual. Even
spirituality might become something in you that is in contradiction to God's plan.
The work for the Lord, the activities in Christianity, the progress for the gospel, and
so many other good things could possibly be a hindrance, a substitute for Christ.
You need to be converted all the time from something other than Christ to Christ
Himself. Whenever anything becomes a hindrance between you and Christ, you have
to be converted from that to Christ Himself.

I knew some sisters who loved to fellowship with other sisters. This kind of
fellowship eventually became a hindrance between them and the Lord and took the
place of the Lord in their lives. They loved this kind of fellowship more than Christ
Himself With these sisters there was the need to be converted, not from anything
sinful but from this good fellowship to Christ Himself You have to consider whether
or not something in your life is taking the place of Christ. Is something in your life
more important than Christ Himself? If so, you have to be converted from this very
thing to Christ. Regeneration is a conversion, but a conversion to us Christians is not
just once for all. We need many conversions. Anything, no matter how good it might
be, can become a hindrance, a barrier between you and Christ, taking the place of
Christ in your life and substituting Christ in your life. May we all be converted from
everything other than Christ to the living Person of Christ Himself.

GOD'S DESIRE FOR US TO BE ONE WITH CHRIST,
FILLED WITH CHRIST, AND OCCUPIED BY CHRIST TO LIVE CHRIST
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We have to see what God's plan is. Do you think God's plan is to make you so
zealous, religious, and spiritual? To be religious is much better than being sinful. To be
zealous for Christianity is really better than being worldly, and to be spiritual is really
better than being carnal. Yet you have to realize that even being spiritual could be a
barrier between you and Christ and could be a substitute of Christ to you. One young
man may be very worldly. He may love the world, seek the worldly things, and pursue
after the world. Another young man may be very religious and may have given up the
world totally. But what is the difference between these two young men as far as Christ
is concerned? There may be no difference. In the worldly young man we cannot see
Christ, and in this religious young man we can neither see anything of Christ.

We can use two bottles as an illustration. The purpose of these bottles is to
contain some kind of beverage. One bottle may be dirty and the other may be clean,
but the bottles were not made merely to be clean. They were made to be filled with
a certain beverage. In like manner, God does not merely desire to have many "clean
people.” What God wants to have is many people filled with Christ. He does not want
religious people but Christians. A Christian is a Christ-man, a man filled with Christ,
a man mingled with Christ, a man lost in Christ. All over the world, it is relatively
easy to meet Christians, but it is not so easy to meet some Christians who are filled
with Christ and whose goal is Christ Himself. It is possible to meet many working
Christians, religious Christians, and active Christians who act for Christ, yet it is
not so easy to meet some Christians who are one with Christ, filled with Christ, and
occupied solely by Christ.

I have the impression that many may be working for a religious system just
like Saul of Tarsus worked for Judaism. You may be working for religion and have
nothing to do with Christ. I hope that the Lord has opened our eyes to see that
God's plan is to reveal His Son in us so that we can be conformed to the image of
His Son. God's intention and God's plan is not for us to be religious, good, spiritual,
or knowledgeable of the Scriptures, but God's plan is for us to be filled with Christ,
to be occupied, possessed, saturated, permeated, blended, and mingled with Christ.
This is why Paul tells us in Philippians 3:7-8, "But what things were gains to me,
these I have counted loss on account of Christ. But surely I count also all things to
be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on
account of whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them refuse that
[ may gain Christ." Paul was brought to the realization that the only gain in the
universe was Christ Himself To him Christ was the one reality of all. Nothing was
real to him but Christ.

A Young Man in God’s Plan - Page 20



FEHEZW=F =9/ T, “AExB4L8, BREKMNZL

EHGRFR, ARRIKEZSD, THEEAKN. 7 <
WRRFAE LTEA “ERZHAN . (RITELE

Ao ) X b FIRERA L3I F w9 AT LAY AR ok a“%’ﬂii

BIFAG), LA R A B K BRI, BEtb=F )&r“’—
'LFT"}&A']] 1'%?’77—;&/&4’&% %‘i GRS EZIPEN ’HLQIJ/FJ A

RZHYEHESO; R AELFIRKEL SO, &m
MY AERBHRAN, AEETHAREZSAD, LB ME
TG R 3t KAV T Z AT 26, SHRMNETZRAELFE,
BMNWAETEZEIMATFAT EH,

EXEEXRMAL AT RN FZ2FH, £EE2LFZI
YFeyE A, AT Ref it ok, &%%*Jiéﬁié-ﬂlﬂﬁ i AR
gz, R RFFaEZRAMNFRKAT, ERMNSG
FAE ERENEN, ZHNOFHY, %éa‘én’“f&"&%éﬁg%,
AT R AT, EAMAFRKEAFAT, *THAFAT
EH. Bk, BMLAFEI AR, LARDEABR T EEHKE
T AR T HEETMOFMHRRTGED., ATE
TG T EHRRIFGEY, @_ﬂﬁlﬁb?%%ﬁfm%%*él o
LEZ2HSEABH/HITKEZGEN, 128 h s AL E®
M. WmEXMEEZTARTAT, FABAALENES

XA, RMPTA T BEGL LR LB T,

KM LR eAE, Aegit xS RFEL B KMNE@;
HEMLAREELABRAC, REELMATEY, KA
AR EEATRGH R KM E TR, RAELFOL,
EMEBRETFAETHR, BRMNARNREMNZETIRKA
22X, RTBE NRAH. FHELEFORE. UARR
TEMRE, Bty o (BE=10, ) BRFZ 2 H5LH
WA, AT A AT, dFa A E EEIKR, 4o R AR
XHEFRIFEHLE, ftAkd. XF. BR, UARk—
AR B ANIF O F . KR AN EAPIR T F AT —
FY, LRETABAC., wRAEEELE, Gt —
1., Edeidd=ahtwEalHariieg: “—maETAE,
IREK -, 7

»%3%&%%%%%ﬂo<wfayho>&%,%%%
REE, TAER, LR, IREFEL, HE2EFL
B, R4 A%Wﬂzm&ﬁt«i—z 7h BN AR AR

2278 — TN HEMMIHRIPHTFIEFEAN -FEF 21 51

In Philippians 3:3 Paul says, "For we are the circumcision, who serve by the Spirit
of God and boast in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." The phrase
"serve by the Spirit of God" can also be rendered "worship God in the spirit" (KJV).
This is similar to what the Lord Jesus said in John 4:24, that God is Spirit and those
who worship Him must worship Him in spirit. Philippians 3:3 also tells us that Paul
did not boast in his religion, in his purity, in his cleanness, or in his religious activity.
He boasted in Christ Jesus. We should worship God in the spirit and boast in Christ
as the reality. Nothing other than Christ should be important to us or should be real
to us. Our lives need to be occupied solely with Christ Himself.

We all have to pay the price in this matter. Many things can creep in, even good
things other than Christ, to take the place of Christ in the life of Christians. It is not
only the world and sin that can hinder us from seeking Christ, that can keep us away
from Christ. Even good things, religious things, and even things concerning Christ
can hinder us from seeking and being occupied with Christ Himself Therefore, we
have to learn the lesson always to count everything as a loss on account of Christ.
The things the Apostle Paul counted as loss were not bad things. All the things he
counted as loss were good things, but those things were not Christ Himself Even
many Christians are seeking spiritual gifts, but the gifts can be substitutions of
Christ. If we focus ourselves on Christ Himself to have the genuine experience of
Christ, then any gift that we have will also be Christ Himself.

We must remember that God's plan is to work Christ into us, and we have to
pay attention to Christ Himself, nothing else. We do not agree that anything would
come into our life to take the place of Christ. We like to count everything as a loss
on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. Paul's desire
was "to know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death" (Phil. 3:10). Paul wanted to be mingled
with Christ, to be transformed into Christ in order to become a real member of
Christ. If you would seek and experience Christ in this way, you will have the power,
the fruit, the spirituality, and everything which is good in the eyes of God. The reason
for this is that everything which is good in the eyes of God must be something of
Christ Himself. If you have Christ, you will have everything. As the chorus of Hymns,
513 says, "Everything is in Christ, and Christ is everything."

Paul's life was to live Christ (Phil. 1:21a). To him to live was Christ, not the law
nor circumcision. He would not live the law but Christ, not be found in the law but
in Christ (3:9). Christ was not only his life within but also his living without. He lived
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Christ because Christ lived in him (Gal. 2:20). He was one with Christ both in life and
in living. He and Christ, they two, had one life and one living. They lived together
as one person. Christ lived within him as his life, and he lived Christ without as his
living. The normal experience of Christ is to live Him, and to live Him is to magnify
Him always, regardless of the circumstances.

God's plan is to work Christ into us, so throughout our life we need many
conversions. Whenever there is something in your life substituting Christ, you need a
conversion from that very thing to Christ Himself. We should always keep ourselves
in direct contact with Christ. Then we will be one with Christ in reality.
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CHAPTER FOUR
SAUL'S VISION AND COMMISSION

Thus far, we have seen God's plan and Saul's birth, religion, life, and conversion.
Now we want to see Saul's vision and commission. Acts 26:17-18 says, "Taking you
out from the people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, to open their eyes,
to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been
sanctified by faith in Me." These verses show us the five items OF Saul's commission:
(1) to open their eyes; (2) to turn them from darkness to light; (3) to turn them from
the authority of Satan to God; (4) that they may receive forgiveness of sins; (5) and
that they may receive an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith
in the Lord Jesus.

The word inheritance in verse 18 may also be translated into lot or portion. This
Greek word is also used in Colossians 1:12 which says, "Giving thanks to the Father, who
has qualified you for a share of the portion of the saints in the light." The portion of the
saints in Colossians 1:12 is the portion of those who have been sanctified by faith in the
Lord in Acts 26:18. Colossians 1:12 refers to the portion of the saints and Acts 26:18
refers to the portion among those who have been sanctified. The saints are the sanctified.
The saints are the persons who have been sanctified by God. The portion of the saints
is Christ Himself The entire book of Colossians deals with the fact that God gave the all-
inclusive Christ to us as our portion. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are
hidden in this all-inclusive Person (Col. 2:3), and all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in
Him bodily (v. 9). Christ has been given to us as a divine portion allotted to us by God.

THE DIVINE COMMISSION
ACCORDING TO THE HEAVENLY VISION

In Acts 26:19 Paul told King Agrippa that he "was not disobedient to the heavenly
vision." Paul could not be disobedient to what he had seen. His commission was
according to his vision. What you are going to do for the Lord must be according
to what you have seen of the Lord. Because you have seen something of the Lord,
you have to do something for the Lord according to what you have seen. Thus, the
commission is according to the vision, and the vision creates the commission.

A Young Man in God’s Plan - Page 23



e ERMEFERLTAE R, FHLAREFEUNSGE
wER, #aAFaT, KRMNHARLFEHG, LEH
HAFE AR R, X FF BAE KAV B AR F
ik Wby, ARITE, T, A FEAM, RXXAEFERL
ABRZ -1, MAKRGESF., KROZH., ARKREF
BEX AP, A EFEZZ AR TAREIRA, RERN
BEAWm R, LRMAFEL, —BMRAELTAH X F
%, AM—FELERERATAT, REZaXLARD
e fy AR, AR ARATEG TR, BEAEMGRKEARZ) T —2
F, AEBAERLT —®F, #LLXAARMEILENGE LT —F
L, MEEFETFEAEOAREELHNA. REZ@ A
A T Im  AR AR A

Y RAVEE Ak LA 6912 40, KRAVE 5 A EE F) & A PT
INRGEAE, &N FfBmERLRARAR ERGF £, 1k
MBAEFHESPEAR T, AN FEZREHOAR 112, I£AH
AMETGNIREAE, EEXALABTOAARNEL A te, Z£RK
HRE H1EAE. FRF R RS a9 TAE, 73
MBS RGO F, REMREMAGIEZE, ~2EidE
W, X, HE, BAEEF LN R R de R H A A4,
75 R e R B E A A AT R AR R B
AT

CHFhER A B RPALBEXTABRAGRKE
@, (H—27, hE+=5, ) HbLFjiimixF, &
JEARTT AR, AR AR BAR £ ey B A A7 7 AR
EERDIETE, RO GEL2 s HEAE, FA
HrET. EREFEMRAWY, —AFHZA, Fita
A X A% 5 U R @ i — AP AR AP R, IERRIRZE, &
HEZHAZH: “KABAELZR” TMHAEEL, 2BZ
Bk AR, BREABAREZGAMFAETE, FEFR
MOT, RELAE S HABRR LI T H, REFEEFLA,
XA ETIROAE L. BEREZHTE, HALTH,
TREAHANFRERRE, FELET, BERFEL,
T 2 25 A A

2278 — TN HEMMIHRIPTFIEAN -FE 24 31

If we have really seen God's plan and have been really converted from the things
other than Christ to Christ Himself, what we have seen and experienced will produce
or create a commission for us. This vision will cause us to act, to work for Christ, to
serve Christ, according to what we have seen of Him. If I have really seen that Christ
is everything, that He is my life, my experience, and the meaning and center of my life,
there will be no need for the responsible ones of the church to come to tell me that
I have to do something for the Lord as a member of the church. Once you have seen
a vision of God's plan and have been converted from everything to Christ Himself,
there will be something within you energizing you to carry out God's plan. Because
you have experienced something of Christ and have seen something of Christ, no one
can stop you from working together with the Lord and from ministering something of
Christ to others. There will be something within you energizing you to contact people.

When we contact other believers, we will fellowship with them about the Christ
whom we know. Our commission and ministry come out of the heavenly vision. The
more that you contact the Lord in prayer, the more you will be burdened for so many
unbelievers. As a result of your inward burden for those who do not know Christ, who
do not have Christ, it will be easy for you to preach the gospel. Preaching the gospel will
not merely be an outward work for you, but something being worked out from within
you. Then when you contact people, you are not going to bring them some doctrines,
forms, regulations, or creeds. You are not bringing a religion to them, but you are
bringing the living person of Christ to them. Your burden is to impart Christ to them.

It may be that you would fellowship with another Christian brother about Christ
being in the believers (Col. 1:27; 2 Cor. 13:5). He may say that he knows this. Then
you can ask him, "What is your experience of Christ as life?" If you are so living in
the spirit, what you say to him will impart Christ and will have an impact. The Holy
Spirit will honor what you say. Within one or two minutes you can make a real
impression on this brother. After his contact with you, he may wonder for days what
it means to have Christ within him. He will desire to get back in touch with you to
find out what it means to have Christ within him. He will be so open and you will
be able to minister Christ into him. You are going to bring Christ to people, and this
commission depends on your seeing. Because you have experienced the Lord and
seen Him, you have something within you energizing and operating to impel you to
serve the Lord in ministering Him to others.
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THE CONTENTS OF OUR COMMISSION

The five points of Paul's commission in Acts 26:18 are all-inclusive. First, we
need to open others' eyes. Whenever you talk with people it should open their eyes.
This is something different from merely teaching someone. This is the way to realize
whether or not a ministry is living. If a ministry is living, it must open people's eyes.
A man may be quite learned, possessing a high degree, but when he speaks he does
not open the eyes of people. On the other hand, another brother may be unskilled
in utterance and even stammering in his speaking, but because of his vision he can
open people's eyes. When you have the heavenly vision, you will open others' eyes
even if you speak without eloquence. You may be dull in utterance, but skilled in
opening people's eyes. Saul as a young man in God's plan had his eyes opened, so
he knew how to open the inner eyes of others. Whether or not your word, your
ministry, could open other people's eyes depends upon how much you have seen
and how much you have experienced.

What you speak should also turn people. Whoever listens to you speak should
not be the same as he was before. You need to turn people from darkness to light and
from the authority of Satan to God. Darkness is a sign of sin and death; light, a sign
of righteousness and life (John 1:4; 8:12). The authority of Satan is Satan's kingdom
(Matt. 12:26 and note) which belongs to darkness. On the positive side, people have
to be helped to realize the real forgiveness of sins from God, and also they need to
receive Christ, the Son of God, as their portion.

These five points in Acts 26:18 must be the very contents of our commission
which comes from a living vision of Christ, from the real experience of Christ.
Because you are living under the heavenly vision, many times you will work
unconsciously, and Christ will be ministered through you. You will have a surplus of
Christ, and whenever you come to the meetings of the church you will exhibit Christ
(see Hymns, 864). If we all would bring a surplus of Christ to the church meetings,
Christ would be exhibited in a rich way. When people come into such a meeting
they will see that we are weighty, living, and powerful. The Lord wants to recover
Christ Himself to be realized by us as everything. Christ Himself is our knowledge,
our teaching, our regulation, our form, our gifts, our power, our weight, and our
riches. If you have Christ, you have everything. The Christian life is not a matter
of religion, of teachings, of forms, of regulations, or of gifts, but a matter of Christ
Himself.
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If you would be faithful to the Lord, the Lord could work out something through
you to accomplish His eternal plan. However, if you take the traditional way, the
religious way, the organizational way, you cannot carry out God's plan. If you take
the way of Christ, the living way (see Acts 9:2, note 21; and 2 Pet. 2:2, note 22),
something wonderful will be worked out through you for the Lord. You may think
that you do not have any gift or ability, but you will be a fruitful person bringing
many able and gifted persons to the Lord. You will do this not merely by preaching
or teaching but by a living contact with people, imparting Christ into them.

This young man, Saul of Tarsus, is a real example to us. It may be that in the
entire Scriptures only the Lord Jesus as a man could exceed this man Saul, who
was later called Paul. Paul even told us in 1 Timothy that he was a pattern to
the believers (1:16). Saul was religious and natural, yet one day he received the
heavenly vision and was converted from all things other than Christ to Christ
Himself. From that day he became very useful in the hand of God and had a
prevailing impact. The Lord was able to accomplish many wonderful things through
him. This is the kind of person whom God can use today. May we all go to the Lord
and pray, "Lord, here I am. [ am open to You, to Your vision, to Your commission,
and I am ready to pay any cost, any price. | want to count all things loss and count
only Christ as gain. I am ready to be occupied, possessed, and filled by Christ." If
we go to the Lord and spend some time with Him to receive the heavenly vision,
we will have a living contact with Christ and be a living, functioning member of His
living Body. Then we will be persons in God's plan.
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